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An Act to Protect Natural Resources by Clarifying Hydropower Dam Removal Requirements
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77403bd6_0a30_4899_a39b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__56705ffd_c722_4755_9cb6_ebe2][bookmark: _PAR__7_54381fac_6dd7_4534_9bc3_c63e5cf2][bookmark: _LINE__18_8742c353_420f_4009_b1a1_c64b92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d91c11e_925f_40d2_a6c][bookmark: _LINE__19_8d19dc5f_ff8f_46d8_9b31_06c9b5][bookmark: _LINE__20_74d49edf_da86_427c_9c23_a03fa0][bookmark: _LINE__21_4dced736_1f76_4a25_a8f5_2674b2][bookmark: _LINE__22_49f48e51_de21_40c6_be3b_84e806][bookmark: _LINE__23_45b917ff_4a7d_44d1_b2ab_b326da][bookmark: _LINE__24_d9846842_e5ca_4751_9d07_e0fd4c][bookmark: _LINE__25_b809d8cc_3a4c_4628_9d4c_ced567][bookmark: _LINE__26_d5d5eea5_233f_4cc4_b579_2af317]D.  If the removal of the dam is expected to result in the alteration of water levels in the body of water from which the dam is removed, as determined by the department based on information provided by the applicant or otherwise available to the department, the department shall require as a permit condition that prior to dam removal, the applicant identify all landowners expected to be affected by the alteration of water levels and set aside sufficient funds for reimbursing those landowners for the corresponding loss in property value following dam removal.  Dam removal may not commence until the department has determined that the amount of funds set aside and plan for disbursement of those funds to affected landowners is sufficient.
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_3a61fe6f_759b_427e_9d00_683f2ac5][bookmark: _LINE__28_740983a8_f89a_4851_8340_46e289][bookmark: _LINE__29_93b57511_ce10_49fb_ae4d_0707c5][bookmark: _LINE__30_6ec6d93f_7c4d_4416_b859_1faaed]This bill amends the laws regulating permits for hydropower projects to include the following provisions applicable to the removal of an existing dam that is part of a hydropower project.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_fb9c4ba8_a862_4511_bc5f_d957998][bookmark: _LINE__31_ead50886_d474_4446_a5af_1536ce][bookmark: _LINE__32_97e5ce41_e589_47bd_aec7_894218]1.  An applicant for a permit to remove an existing dam must propose removal of the entire dam structure and not just a portion of an existing dam.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6c52a489_803d_4f43_898b_e424808][bookmark: _LINE__33_a7bf60e6_9d92_496d_86a3_7b9b4a][bookmark: _LINE__34_d249f3b1_f2c5_4085_b4bb_68be48][bookmark: _LINE__35_645a44f8_d8ab_4390_a35c_f8285e][bookmark: _LINE__36_b99bbacb_79da_42a9_9ed0_c59417][bookmark: _LINE__37_66a9fa75_f020_41cc_a97d_bc5f8e]2.  If any portion of the dam structure is located on land owned by a municipality or other government entity, the applicant must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department of Environmental Protection or Maine Land Use Planning Commission, as applicable, that the municipality or entity has approved the removal of that portion of the dam structure.
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