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An Act to Ensure Transparency in the Labeling of Meat as Grass-fed
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__21ef186c_0fc0_4a4a_809b_fde9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__97880f51_4f8c_4d26_ba3][bookmark: _PAR__8_a47aefe9_2cd2_410c_b140_9791dc61][bookmark: _LINE__17_ae441797_b123_41c7_b0aa_2a680b][bookmark: _LINE__18_b30825f1_02f7_4a50_96e0_4812d3][bookmark: _LINE__19_ca0dd4e4_b572_4823_9a82_1739e4][bookmark: _LINE__20_f4b003bb_8dd9_4a1d_a620_d66d8d][bookmark: _LINE__21_fdcbca56_566d_45a8_965f_1560a0]For purposes of this subsection, "grass‑fed" means, with respect to meat or a meat product, that the ruminant animal from which the meat was derived consumed only grass and forage during its lifetime with the exception of milk consumed prior to its weaning. For purposes of this subsection, "forage" means the edible parts of plants, other than separated grain, that provide feed for grazing animals or that can be harvested for feeding.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5bf3cf77_b20e_4a37_b98a_72c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__514fe8fd_ee58_4789_8ce][bookmark: _PAR__9_6ec3ccc7_f096_4713_b79a_cd4a6875][bookmark: _LINE__22_b4c0a361_f698_4484_8f2b_f6df10][bookmark: _LINE__23_40b5495d_fc49_4087_9ee4_df3bd7][bookmark: _LINE__24_905ae39c_b9fb_46cb_b435_4b8d19][bookmark: _LINE__25_ccf0dfaf_95be_4cac_b734_6dec80][bookmark: _LINE__26_b220d9b4_4298_47ea_b9d7_ae9b6d]A determination that meat or a meat product is misbranded may be waived by the commissioner upon application if the commissioner finds a waiver warranted due to inadvertent exposure of the animal to nonforage feedstuffs or because incidental supplementation with nonforage feedstuffs was necessary to ensure the well‑being of the animal during adverse environmental or physical conditions.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_d4729064_acee_46f6_adad_f271971][bookmark: _LINE__28_a508979d_a099_4cbb_81b4_025de1][bookmark: _LINE__29_d1c268a7_492c_4efb_8678_d7ab99][bookmark: _LINE__30_867af939_45f8_4ede_ab3b_c9d71b][bookmark: _LINE__31_93efd072_fdde_41d3_81cf_c9a8df][bookmark: _LINE__32_9632fa86_54ae_4fd4_a715_57651a][bookmark: _LINE__33_705a56b0_7558_4af4_a6c4_cad540][bookmark: _LINE__34_fd944760_35f3_4f85_95f6_5f4e95][bookmark: _LINE__35_9a9ca172_be49_40d8_b005_4a2a91][bookmark: _LINE__36_a8110ae3_1cd5_47f3_8687_0977bc]This bill prohibits a person from selling, offering for sale or distributing within the State or selling, offering for sale or serving in any retail food establishment or eating establishment any meat or meat product labeled or advertised as "grass‑fed" or by similar designation unless the ruminant animal was grass‑fed. The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may waive the determination that meat or a meat product is misbranded if the commissioner finds a waiver is warranted due to inadvertent exposure of the animal to nonforage feedstuffs or because incidental supplementation with nonforage feedstuffs was necessary to ensure the well‑being of the animal during adverse environmental or physical conditions.
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