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An Act to Remove Barriers to Becoming a Lawyer by Establishing a Law Office Study Program
L.D. 
An Act to Remove Barriers to Becoming a Lawyer by Establishing a Law Office Study Program
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e95e239e_4dc3_4edd_bb72][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__69757e2b_281b_4efd_9a63_c7eb][bookmark: _PAR__4_b3351ce0_035b_488a_b921_a32a72a8][bookmark: _LINE__12_aff1f275_dd8e_44ff_8370_51640f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1824b3ae_2350_43ca_8fa][bookmark: _LINE__13_8404037f_34d6_4a13_aca2_83abf9][bookmark: _LINE__14_231e00fc_3ecb_4684_a64f_b374b4][bookmark: _LINE__15_b9143d9f_7203_42bf_86c7_73e5b3][bookmark: _LINE__16_1ee4abf0_ec50_4771_a5d5_74a159][bookmark: _LINE__17_1f26d282_323b_475f_80dc_748b13][bookmark: _LINE__18_8514a11a_2849_4d49_93da_4aef9b][bookmark: _LINE__19_ce54a356_b9d8_488f_bdb2_7b5bbc][bookmark: _LINE__20_ec71dbe5_e0e9_4288_8e9a_494591][bookmark: _LINE__21_2dcb4588_5066_4df7_adaf_ab4ac6][bookmark: _LINE__22_e8130569_eb3e_4e57_b288_695bb1]A. Pursued a systematic course of legal study designed to prepare the applicant for the general practice of law for at least 4 years in the office of and under the supervision of a judge or an attorney in this State who has been a member of the bar in good standing for at least 3 years before the applicant's course of legal study began.  The course of legal study must include, at a minimum, a study of the subjects tested on each of the examinations prepared or adopted by the board to determine if an applicant has the qualifications required by this chapter for admission to the bar.  The supervising judge or attorney may enlist the assistance of other judges and attorneys to provide additional supervision for the applicant during portions of the applicant's course of legal study for purposes of providing the applicant with the greatest possible breadth of experience and instruction;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f4b4856a_b62c_41ff_ad47][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e0264e50_9c1a_4616_ad6f_ffe3][bookmark: _PAR__5_e0918fb0_4622_43bb_88a5_4d2724e3][bookmark: _LINE__23_479229c3_ef92_481c_8d2a_9a84f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b15e4ff1_36d7_442e_95a][bookmark: _LINE__24_de2b78a9_a5e0_47db_9f38_da6e80][bookmark: _LINE__25_de85f791_fc87_42e1_8afb_29d852][bookmark: _LINE__26_57d532dc_7981_4619_8873_7a0e2f][bookmark: _LINE__27_5420840f_2170_4006_a2aa_6af791][bookmark: _LINE__28_e6af8d6e_d604_45a9_92af_aa1554][bookmark: _LINE__29_90bd9d5f_b390_415d_b9cd_7a2b7d][bookmark: _LINE__30_b5c8c699_71ef_4c3b_bd0a_1cdc10][bookmark: _LINE__31_7aae5e6e_4994_4363_a0b5_0417f9][bookmark: _LINE__32_16ce125e_0f60_4a83_a46b_e7c954]B. Submitted in a form or format required by the board a commencement notice within 30 days after commencing a law office study program under this subsection and, if applicable, a transfer notice within 30 days after transferring the applicant's law office study program to a new supervising judge or attorney. The commencement or transfer notice must be signed by the supervising judge or attorney, must include the date that the law office study program began and must be accompanied by a certification from the supervising judge or attorney that the supervising judge or attorney personally investigated the moral character and fitness of the applicant and that, to the best of the supervising judge's or attorney's knowledge, the applicant meets the requirements of good moral character and fitness to practice law;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__17fc43ea_8560_4482_ab5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__49adbbc4_9669_47ca_a049_51d3][bookmark: _PAR__6_c3898a21_b20f_433c_9c5d_cbe0089c][bookmark: _LINE__33_c3c71875_3b47_43da_9fdc_9df4d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__10406062_2328_43d8_ac6][bookmark: _LINE__34_b5487365_f61c_46e8_a425_bce326][bookmark: _LINE__35_4984bb21_6865_41a8_bf7b_3232e0][bookmark: _LINE__36_61057a6e_0a91_4041_beee_616c5c][bookmark: _LINE__37_747c5f15_1d0a_4143_a48a_df3ce9][bookmark: _LINE__38_ed600d61_c71b_4c0e_83ba_251cc7][bookmark: _LINE__39_cf785388_d0b1_4fa6_ad6d_059d86][bookmark: _LINE__40_c3f6aac4_f711_4b2f_a848_20d4ba][bookmark: _LINE__41_890bac26_31e9_4baf_98c0_904c48]C. Submitted in a form or format required by the board a report every 6 months during the course of the law office study program.  Each 6-month report required by this paragraph must be signed by the applicant under oath and must include the number of weeks of study completed during the preceding 6-month period, a detailed description of the areas of study pursued and the tasks performed by the applicant during the preceding 6-month period and a description of the applicant's plan of study for the next 6-month period.  A report required by this paragraph must be accompanied by a certification from the supervising judge or attorney indicating that, to the best of the supervising judge's or attorney's knowledge, the report is accurate; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e4e859aa_1366_4a18_9d8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__42932651_8354_4def_897f_fa08][bookmark: _PAR__3_6cf38b0d_a4d1_46ed_a8eb_728d7111][bookmark: _LINE__10_3789d83f_70d9_4e67_8603_5f831e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__af9b48e7_0d50_44a6_9c5][bookmark: _LINE__11_979ac341_8c5d_4ff6_b373_c54a40]B. Legal study in a foreign jurisdiction if the applicant has been admitted to the practice of law before a court of general jurisdiction in that foreign jurisdiction; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77aa2674_5e03_4913_90ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e2816726_c6f7_4b8e_9871_c29a][bookmark: _PAR__4_e09aaab7_bd92_46f6_9d29_5b959248][bookmark: _LINE__12_94fcd708_7700_4fe4_8d5b_458ac5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1245448c_585a_4f07_819][bookmark: _LINE__13_b66da25f_f1d1_45f2_a648_fbdf34][bookmark: _LINE__14_842d8782_51de_4b54_822c_a54ea8]C. Legal study in compliance with the requirements of a law office study program in another state that the applicant demonstrates is substantially equivalent to legal study under the law office study program under this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2550363_0d47_4982_99e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7672dcc6_4391_432d_8427_15f][bookmark: _PAR__5_51c48158_8fd3_45e2_ba9f_543a9965][bookmark: _LINE__15_a9068002_420d_4cfc_ad89_11fe05][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b0f6d941_1aa9_4b61_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e429c27_814a_4635_9de][bookmark: _LINE__16_2d7ed493_b57e_4b27_ba8e_b0af7f][bookmark: _LINE__17_2826277a_b388_4d73_a422_7f84d6][bookmark: _LINE__18_f6f2420f_5b22_40dd_b245_ef2ce2][bookmark: _LINE__19_2e08b4a2_c13c_4b48_ad26_0e4567][bookmark: _LINE__20_35805c96_ffae_4c9b_91f6_b0d2a9][bookmark: _LINE__21_ed7064bf_3c23_48b6_b790_e55a85][bookmark: _LINE__22_d61e8120_ee31_4370_90b6_d950ea][bookmark: _LINE__23_3293b10f_fceb_4e8d_8116_8d9637][bookmark: _LINE__24_50830f2c_b2a2_4a55_9ac6_b1f90f]5. Report review and approval.  A member of the board shall review each report submitted by an applicant under subsection 3, paragraph B, C or D and, if the member has concerns that the applicant's report does not satisfy the requirements of this section, the member may refer the report to the board for further review.  The board may require the applicant to provide additional information in support of the report. The board shall notify the applicant no later than the 60th day after the date that the report was submitted by the applicant whether the board has granted credit to the applicant for the period of law office study described in the report. If the board does not provide the applicant with a written notice within the time required by this subsection, the board is considered to have granted credit for the period of law office study described in the report.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__947b3f67_3525_44a9_85f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6eb7bdf4_81b2_4c13_a334_7c8][bookmark: _PAR__6_49d1f413_26d3_4a4d_92d2_7d4db2ee][bookmark: _LINE__25_ddbecf01_8d5e_4f80_b097_658499][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__02c7c1e3_78e2_4dcf_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2aaeb2a9_aa08_4323_9d3][bookmark: _LINE__26_de6089c0_4648_4292_b7fe_ae3d6c][bookmark: _LINE__27_9cdf0bb3_b5e3_4652_a9a0_9e942b][bookmark: _LINE__28_b4575f1d_9c2e_4e11_ba18_dd0166][bookmark: _LINE__29_73af6c01_0679_4ab1_b740_678c8a][bookmark: _LINE__30_231cebf9_29a8_4b46_b759_d30b57][bookmark: _LINE__31_d57ac9ef_8f15_4938_88f0_0ba46b]6. Extension; failure to file report. The board may, for good cause shown, extend by up to 60 days the deadline for filing any of the reports required under subsection 3, paragraph B, C or D.  If an applicant fails to file a report required under subsection 3, paragraph B, C or D within the applicable deadline or, if an extension has been granted, within the extended deadline, the board may deny credit to the applicant for the period of law office study required to be described in the report or may issue a decision determining that the applicant is ineligible to take the examinations for admission to the bar.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__349d534a_3b18_4acb_8e82][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__25153004_7617_4f1e_a737_4d0][bookmark: _PAR__7_33c65a47_5a58_4c46_89f2_2b4c97b5][bookmark: _LINE__32_f22f8670_4ae6_4e02_8e36_84f724][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7418362b_9536_48ab_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87040db5_8944_4478_9ee][bookmark: _LINE__33_9736ddb5_e497_4b6e_92ca_3d26be][bookmark: _LINE__34_3dcaa68b_2265_4987_8121_fce3e7][bookmark: _LINE__35_adff1e93_208e_44e2_9dac_4989e1][bookmark: _LINE__36_61a4eddd_fa8d_4f22_8b56_4cfc3b]7. Eligibility for examination. If the board determines that an applicant under this section has satisfied the requirements of subsections 2 and 3 and has paid a fee fixed by the Supreme Judicial Court, the applicant is eligible to take the examinations prepared or adopted by the board to determine if that applicant has the qualifications required by this chapter for admission to the bar.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__115cf8cb_08c6_49fd_8bae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c47f8732_0b79_4d7c_afc6_84e][bookmark: _PAR__8_4b919d0a_a489_4764_a36d_0002ce0a][bookmark: _LINE__37_8d406b51_c70a_4ffe_89f8_d9b4db][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__88c646c0_4d53_4adc_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__686f51e7_9033_47bf_a8c][bookmark: _LINE__38_0d98fe57_c55c_47fd_801f_6eda74][bookmark: _LINE__39_0c7940dd_ad7c_4c05_bc9a_9c9080]8.  Board to create forms.  By January 1, 2026, the board shall create and make available forms for applicants to submit to the board the reports and notices required under subsection 3, paragraphs B, C and D.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9d26fa35_4f1f][bookmark: _PAR__9_68ce058c_74ee_4de5_8141_f334d840][bookmark: _LINE__40_f1b7ac6f_0717_4990_8841_29248d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f1932976_01ad_48b5][bookmark: _LINE__41_31385fa8_341a_4aac_abf2_0fc42a][bookmark: _LINE__42_ebb6e355_28d4_459b_a233_0762f3][bookmark: _LINE__43_fa360fe8_4b42_448b_8add_9cb558][bookmark: _LINE__44_2b4a4fdd_82c2_481f_b009_de28c7][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f0e69928_bab9_4626_830c_b4b][bookmark: _PAGE__4_01c3e5c2_ade8_46cf_b7d6_63dac98][bookmark: _PAR__1_05e2129f_eeba_467b_929e_9c313a3e][bookmark: _LINE__1_87e7cea2_f7bf_4b16_a46a_2be8e66][bookmark: _LINE__2_d937a016_e48e_49a2_a198_3aa2a42][bookmark: _LINE__3_9999c13a_285a_4483_84bd_ee44bf3]Sec. 3.  Board of bar examiners fails to provide forms by deadline; submissions without board form.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 803-A, subsection 3, if the board of bar examiners fails to make available any of the forms required under Title 4, section 803-A, subsection 8 by January 1, 2026, an applicant may submit the required reports and notices under Title 4, section 803-A, subsection 3, paragraphs B, C and D in any reasonable form or format, as long as those reports and notices otherwise conform to the requirements of Title 4, section 803-A, subsection 3, paragraphs B, C and D.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__9fe64593_7a80_4439_9710_3a0865][bookmark: _PAR__2_1d40a97b_1308_4d8f_8622_84e52328][bookmark: _LINE__4_903a4580_9af2_44e4_9682_df7b227]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5ddd8818_808d_4bc7_b167_bce0c195][bookmark: _LINE__5_273bc109_1f50_4700_957b_ec924a3][bookmark: _LINE__6_1e957a86_1c88_4a5c_8290_59c94cd][bookmark: _LINE__7_bd0d5b9a_4bca_4a75_ab6d_b849e35][bookmark: _LINE__8_1442f308_70e4_4dda_991b_69dfba9][bookmark: _LINE__9_733eae59_b62f_4fbc_bb78_1364ae0][bookmark: _LINE__10_dca6e862_dfa3_4a12_8a01_bf6997][bookmark: _LINE__11_57d505de_742a_487c_acb4_d7a068][bookmark: _LINE__12_afedcb4f_3016_4f7f_82f7_aa8de9][bookmark: _LINE__13_84ab9f3a_3341_4f43_b4a1_f4b142][bookmark: _LINE__14_792ea9bf_dcfd_4f1d_adc8_356f43][bookmark: _LINE__15_b3701b30_98cf_4c01_9e85_f12143][bookmark: _LINE__16_2cf0287e_7ef1_4882_a0cf_ee6572][bookmark: _LINE__17_5d54c9e0_cd48_461c_9e9f_3a9b9c]This bill creates additional opportunities for individuals to qualify to take the examination for admission to the bar.  Under the bill, an applicant for admission to the bar who has studied law for 4 years in a law office study program under the supervision of a judge or attorney who is a member of the bar in good standing need not attend law school prior to taking the bar examination.  During the 4-year period, the applicant must pursue a systematic course of legal study designed to prepare the applicant for the general practice of law that must include, at a minimum, each of the subjects tested on the bar examination.  An applicant may receive credit for up to 2 of the 4 required years of legal study based on the applicant's study of law at an accredited law school in this country, study of law at an equivalent foreign law school, legal study in a foreign jurisdiction that led to the admission of the applicant to practice law before a court of general jurisdiction within that jurisdiction or legal study in compliance with the requirements of a law office study program in another state.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0d93bfbf_8361_45d4_ba43_d22b4903][bookmark: _LINE__18_dfef9e1a_3cee_4b39_b05f_a94494][bookmark: _LINE__19_85c45f73_c0f1_4bf3_9cf8_42286b][bookmark: _LINE__20_f0f43cbf_4df7_415b_a4d0_79417a][bookmark: _LINE__21_da655c10_260b_4f0e_81c6_0d2ca9]The bill requires that an applicant who is determined by the board of bar examiners to be otherwise eligible through a law office study program to take the examination for admission to the bar must pay a fee fixed by the Supreme Judicial Court before the applicant is determined eligible to take the examination. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c84a1ffe_d1b1_4f78_a447_435da05a][bookmark: _LINE__22_367a1f1c_6ef8_4d76_96c7_7cc69e][bookmark: _LINE__23_c1829d08_fa61_4c8d_8e9a_908f90][bookmark: _LINE__24_5c90416c_83ad_4031_b450_2c0655][bookmark: _LINE__25_15aadc8d_491e_424e_a147_64a84d][bookmark: _LINE__26_834ab6ae_3641_405a_b9c1_1b805c][bookmark: _LINE__27_156792d0_c1c9_443c_8e67_04b864]The bill requires the board, by January 1, 2026, to create and make available forms for applicants to submit required reports and notices to the board to be eligible to take the examination for admission to the bar through a law office study program. If the board fails to make these forms available by the deadline, then applicants may submit those reports and notices in any reasonable form or format as long as the reports and notices otherwise conform with the law.
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