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An Act to Designate January 6th as A Day to Remember and to Preserve the Accounts of Witnesses to the Events of January 6, 2021
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__9c8fd9a8_df25_4a9b_b5c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__6b4ca940_6956_47c7_b7c8_73524][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__573eccf8_e9d3_4000_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_afcad41a_6afc_48bd_b85a_d361d4d][bookmark: _PAR__1_1d2eaf1a_0c2d_4fae_b49b_6fbaa2ef][bookmark: _LINE__1_ebbcf3ac_bb25_4158_87f3_f208824]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__04e6193a_8576_42cf_8d60_bbdf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__75d6ab64_f7ca_4b00_aa8][bookmark: _PAR__4_d7ba982e_f918_45a9_9fb2_9e693413][bookmark: _LINE__4_766744b6_7e42_41b2_986a_4de8b34][bookmark: _LINE__5_42d3addb_f744_4818_977a_bc2e10c][bookmark: _LINE__6_dccdf9b2_6eeb_483c_af0a_eba6136][bookmark: _LINE__7_77861ea3_f1e1_4950_96a9_9935a92][bookmark: _LINE__8_7897e2c7_dc54_48ed_940f_f0b8eaa][bookmark: _LINE__9_8454dbc3_6113_4a68_aecd_21a45e5][bookmark: _LINE__10_34e3ebfb_af8c_4640_a3de_596a0e][bookmark: _LINE__11_554bea24_904e_461b_92b6_0940c4]January 6th of each year is designated as A Day to Remember, and the Governor shall annually issue a proclamation honoring the resilience of democracy during the events of January 6, 2021 in Washington, D.C., encouraging the people of the State to use the day as an opportunity for reflection on the values of democracy, civic responsibility and the importance of protecting constitutional governance and encouraging educational institutions, civic organizations and public libraries to observe the day with discussions, events and programming to educate citizens about the importance of civic engagement and the rule of law. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2da2fd69_09d7_46e8_8f06][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__73e3de69_b2c7_4fc3_b3ab_67f][bookmark: _PAR__6_9714680a_5fcd_4b1d_bc23_75b5e2cb][bookmark: _LINE__13_6b836ca7_e6f9_490a_a883_04bcc9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__92110127_2be0_408c_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1f22feb1_3e34_4018_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aea1f272_40a0_4748_893][bookmark: _LINE__14_f2cc18e2_4866_4bfe_b104_464585][bookmark: _LINE__15_e4dbed43_691a_4d4c_9709_fe13a5][bookmark: _LINE__16_69852158_dbc9_4281_b6ff_61301c]3.  Collection of witness accounts from January 6, 2021.  The State Archivist, in collaboration with the Maine Historical Society, shall collect and preserve firsthand accounts from individuals who witnessed or were involved in the events of January 6, 2021 in Washington, D.C., including, but not limited to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__717ccc0a_78a4_4dc6_b74d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__74ca44ea_d756_41ce_b9b5_34fe][bookmark: _PAR__7_c74cc38d_2b96_4dce_9012_8422ca92][bookmark: _LINE__17_d3317eaa_df2e_4389_92f7_97d2b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8f32a1ac_20e8_4da0_845][bookmark: _LINE__18_3b9fa06c_4c46_471e_8725_371bad]A.  The State's congressional delegation and the congressional delegation's staff who were present in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2021;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d04d8ff3_b1a8_423f_8815][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0f6f5c2e_502c_4960_9a3e_3eb8][bookmark: _PAR__8_fca0dc4d_f400_47d8_8f93_480fe68a][bookmark: _LINE__19_5dd42195_edce_4954_8673_ad72a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e1f3e673_0bb3_40c1_b4d][bookmark: _LINE__20_03bd1860_39ac_4faf_9839_ab0f15][bookmark: _LINE__21_1f004380_77a0_422d_91c5_a23336]B.  Residents of the State who were at the United States Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2021 or who played a role in responding to the events of that day; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__88469998_5596_4230_91b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ba73bf6d_04b8_4d26_ae28_e3a3][bookmark: _PAR__9_d5cf8a4b_f758_4d76_ac83_ae1cad30][bookmark: _LINE__22_306eccb4_3cf6_4eb8_a7b5_eef240][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d39df29f_0f46_449d_ac5][bookmark: _LINE__23_5cadd2d9_7b1b_4f44_97b3_2944e6]C.  Law enforcement personnel, historians and other individuals whose accounts provide insight into the significance of the events of January 6, 2021.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7d2f3d96_d48c_439c_badc_e765][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ab3f23c_ec57_41a1_878][bookmark: _PAR__10_164eaa3d_a97e_4052_b769_c166df8][bookmark: _LINE__24_36d6e48b_bdbc_4297_a6f9_53c379][bookmark: _LINE__25_128de5a4_9ccc_450d_a021_2cc4e8][bookmark: _LINE__26_a0896409_6e13_4828_85a5_855c89][bookmark: _LINE__27_068055f9_95b6_4503_a358_8859fb][bookmark: _LINE__28_7270d420_218a_417c_a9d3_7dee9d][bookmark: _LINE__29_00f9d1fb_0bfb_446e_9c9f_8c7c4c][bookmark: _LINE__30_bb95be12_2df4_487e_a1fb_3422d7][bookmark: _LINE__31_1bc79e2a_1369_43fc_a5d6_2807e8]The State Archivist shall develop a standardized process for conducting interviews under this subsection that ensures the respectful and accurate documentation of participants' experiences and shall record and transcribe all interviews, with participants' consent, for inclusion in the Maine State Archives.  The State Archivist shall collaborate with schools, universities and civic organizations to create informational materials based on the interviews for integration into educational initiatives and shall make all recorded and transcribed interviews and materials accessible to the public through an online archive and physical exhibits.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4589901e_21c9_48cf_a8dd_6b4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cb4505d9_e24f_4d72_a5a][bookmark: _PAR__11_780d8577_b977_450f_85d9_7ea2859][bookmark: _LINE__32_d0a1deec_0ca6_41fc_9f0d_dfbfc2][bookmark: _LINE__33_83dae9b4_65dc_49d6_88e3_5015a4][bookmark: _LINE__34_8227b9b0_f54e_4ba1_8835_ed2968][bookmark: _LINE__35_4e59876d_598b_49b3_beaf_20ea97]Beginning January 6, 2026, the State Archivist shall provide an annual report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs detailing the progress of the witness account collection and educational initiatives under this subsection.  
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_4d6f3b5f_9407_47c0_a586_061ede1][bookmark: _LINE__37_e136b552_edc6_431a_9aac_df12eb][bookmark: _LINE__38_5b3e7c2f_23d3_45d9_845e_1b964e][bookmark: _LINE__39_ec93997e_c8a6_4375_9f43_e9532f][bookmark: _LINE__40_43a6c426_f617_4746_915c_503275][bookmark: _LINE__41_4743b5f4_a642_4515_a746_b96a3e][bookmark: _LINE__42_55ccb7b4_01d6_4160_b46c_59fc12]This bill establishes January 6th of each year as A Day to Remember to honor the resilience of democracy during the events of January 6, 2021 in Washington, D.C.  It also directs the State Archivist to collect and preserve firsthand accounts from the State's congressional delegation and staff and others connected to the events of January 6, 2021, to create educational materials based on those accounts and to make those materials and accounts available to the public through an online archive and physical exhibits. 
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