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An Act To Establish a Working Farmland Access and Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and a Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund within the Land for Maine's Future Program
L.D. 
An Act To Establish a Working Farmland Access and Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry and a Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund within the Land for Maine's Future Program
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_dc9525e0_c2c1_4788_a78d_bf816989][bookmark: _LINE__3_2c464d24_d8a2_493f_848b_192e79f][bookmark: _LINE__4_3b7da985_1119_4a76_9b01_0ffffde][bookmark: _LINE__5_98275f1b_2e52_48fc_a4ca_b3acb9f][bookmark: _LINE__6_b5a553b9_f6ea_44e9_b64c_e8ee32e][bookmark: _LINE__7_bdefbc9d_04aa_47b0_838c_689a314]Whereas, agriculture is critically important to the State's economy and food supply, and, because the State's working farms positively contribute to their communities as well as the State's overall quality of life, it is in the public interest to strengthen the agricultural sector by preserving productive agricultural soils, working farmland and open space land; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8e808be3_6ba1_493a_8b72_ed979f8f][bookmark: _LINE__8_40e28e7c_ec51_45cb_a906_f212659][bookmark: _LINE__9_ab6dd82c_0ae9_4861_99da_33916ec][bookmark: _LINE__10_528c24a4_134a_4b7b_979b_765656][bookmark: _LINE__11_1f48a9e3_afaa_40f5_824e_c9b1a5]Whereas, the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service has defined, mapped and classified the State's most productive agricultural soil types as prime farmland, unique farmland, farmland of statewide importance and farmland of local importance throughout the State; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__13cb8716_1f8c_4f22_ab4b][bookmark: _PAR__4_40e75e2c_3439_4385_8070_ea51ce81][bookmark: _LINE__12_d7fa8a28_d5a9_465c_b475_c90bd5][bookmark: _LINE__13_007c7dd6_2e56_4123_96e6_ac0996][bookmark: _LINE__14_1e95b518_7669_42d7_8bef_046df1][bookmark: _LINE__15_48c626b9_5f81_4f6a_ae68_c19428][bookmark: _LINE__16_7863e575_1bf3_4e57_82de_9dbaae][bookmark: _LINE__17_8efb8ba7_c143_44e3_a6f4_9b95b0][bookmark: _LINE__18_1a201066_e501_4d59_a9ee_727e77]Whereas, the preservation and conservation of farmland and open space land, agricultural and natural resources based businesses, productive agricultural soils and maintenance of open space land are important to the people of the State, as evidenced by the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 8 and the farm and open space tax law in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, chapter 105, subchapter 10, which confers current use property tax assessment to prevent the conversion of farmland and open space land to nonagricultural uses; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e605bb09_83a4_49cc_929f][bookmark: _PAR__6_f1d98d99_5def_4037_860b_234e664e][bookmark: _LINE__21_dc165230_a723_4d9b_8554_585d95][bookmark: _LINE__22_d57fc3a1_9813_4a46_9c6d_71f31b]Whereas, the Land for Maine's Future Board has, since 1987, awarded partial funding to 42 farms in 9 counties to protect 9,882 acres of working farmland; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__802428de_cfcb_4540_9eb0][bookmark: _PAR__7_a0a36bf0_abd1_419a_ac88_0c0c6686][bookmark: _LINE__23_d34354bb_6129_4958_ba94_376a57][bookmark: _LINE__24_d99feb93_ca0b_47c7_9884_818341][bookmark: _LINE__25_a1525b5a_2d92_44ba_9a2e_facf61][bookmark: _LINE__26_97586558_bb2b_4773_912b_79d2d2]Whereas, farmland protection projects funded by the Land for Maine's Future Board leverage matching funds from a variety of partners, including the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, land trusts, municipalities, water districts and nongovernmental organizations; and
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__81c4c1d0_cd2d_4c9d_][bookmark: _PAR__8_c1fe03af_0c4e_42b0_bdb5_37b0c4eb][bookmark: _LINE__27_41f2067f_8efa_42c0_bd49_3220e4][bookmark: _LINE__28_5680b415_110a_4a4b_a9c6_1369f5]Whereas, for these reasons it is critically important that this legislation take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ab7023e5_e9ef_46a1_9cf5_8f766911][bookmark: _LINE__29_82a07e63_790a_4bb1_b552_86c419][bookmark: _LINE__30_de064a26_c666_4aef_a778_24da6b][bookmark: _LINE__31_78a34aa1_c3b4_4590_87bd_0e2a43][bookmark: _LINE__32_ef83a8ab_7b5f_4380_9488_4ac293]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__89c0d786_0536_4a90_b130][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d109bfe4_bfb3_48eb_8550_37c5][bookmark: _PAR__8_2633c70f_362d_4f93_9891_8a9c2465][bookmark: _LINE__20_57908be9_ea92_4d95_b725_34498f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bcf5839e_d5c7_4378_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd5fd23a_684e_423f_b14][bookmark: _LINE__21_6cf16fba_f997_48df_b0b8_08d44a][bookmark: _LINE__22_85c23637_f74f_4230_ba39_a1800b][bookmark: _LINE__23_715fdc12_6125_4c36_ba4c_a24978][bookmark: _LINE__24_edf1dc8b_f36b_42f4_901d_7983b0][bookmark: _LINE__25_161f368a_5be4_43cf_938b_79d5a5]C.  When interest in farmland is acquired with proceeds from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, fund the development of a business plan and capital improvements to provide for the land's continuing use as a working farm, as long as these improvements do not exceed 5% of the appraised value of the acquired property.  Capital improvements under this paragraph may also be made on adjoining farmland in the same ownership or under the same management.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__57ab36fb_fa0a_4971_b3f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9e3b4255_6d5d_47a6_93b3_429][bookmark: _PAR__11_fe16c593_9203_45bc_9fd5_b684432][bookmark: _LINE__28_2092a34d_29a1_428f_add6_7baced][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a965e4c6_d455_403d_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2cd7b3c0_ed95_405e_b94][bookmark: _LINE__29_b0af2b2f_4068_4fd9_a5ab_3dd840][bookmark: _LINE__30_98e57d01_2eb5_4835_96ff_8e3522][bookmark: _LINE__31_c5288fd3_a648_450f_b7e6_4c8e2c][bookmark: _LINE__32_eb938e3f_191e_45b3_9513_e28d0d][bookmark: _LINE__33_d1439443_3f8e_4edb_973a_0ab50f][bookmark: _LINE__34_7079bfa3_7bd9_4144_a316_22ab83][bookmark: _LINE__35_9ec7d315_48a2_4300_9ab9_d9398c][bookmark: _LINE__36_adf9bd00_4ff1_4b5d_9046_fd08c7][bookmark: _LINE__37_84d65c6d_1299_4d54_8e0f_6aaa00]1.  Fund established.  The Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established and is administered by the board in cooperation with the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry under the provisions of this chapter and Title 7, section 164.  The fund consists of the proceeds from the sale of bonds authorized for the purposes set forth in subsection 3 and funds received as contributions from private and public sources for those purposes.  The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.  Eligible investment earnings credited to the assets of the fund become part of the assets of the fund.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year must be carried forward for the next fiscal year.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__43f99f84_6fb7_41c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__87b9a18e_2dd1_48a4_ab57_6][bookmark: _PAR__6_734ef7c5_8dc6_4419_9af8_5e6a143f][bookmark: _LINE__22_ab15acab_3de5_45b2_8a05_61951d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5a2f0889_0678_4f84]Sec. 5.  7 MRSA §164 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7251bc3c_6234_4963_bd7d_1e22][bookmark: _PAR__7_749d4f51_6e38_4341_8369_262e3dc5][bookmark: _LINE__23_4663c68c_92c1_4198_bf9f_510181][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61888f7f_aeda_42e1_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__52f0ca54_4ba1_4ddc_9170][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__55aa3d54_18b5_41e3_81]§164.  Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Program
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d074dbfe_1b78_4b6a_9aa9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a18967d7_8d9d_4164_a965_bf2][bookmark: _PAR__8_edf58481_2194_413f_8618_471f66fd][bookmark: _LINE__24_7047d44b_86b7_4535_84dd_e80536][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6c057bfb_95ac_4631_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__15b96eb7_c6c1_4725_a3b][bookmark: _LINE__25_229c714b_7273_43d6_944a_efdbc1][bookmark: _LINE__26_c1dff0a7_ba5e_4d56_9658_cd6cf2][bookmark: _LINE__27_6e153075_34bf_4d22_a75a_dfe7d1][bookmark: _LINE__28_80becbfa_330e_4145_a96c_44b8b6][bookmark: _LINE__29_02f04280_115a_46ff_91c2_099341]1.  Program established; administration.  The Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established to provide protection to strategically significant working farmland properties as defined in Title 5, section 6201, subsection 4-A whose continued availability to commercial agricultural businesses is essential to the long-term future of the economic sector.  The department shall administer the program either directly or by contract with a suitable organization.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6bd60a10_ee61_47ec_a6de][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__24c38374_494d_45b4_a9ce_96a][bookmark: _PAR__9_bcaf4968_a97d_44f7_8e1e_cbad002a][bookmark: _LINE__30_c996a152_b686_4539_a395_f8fefb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__92de52ef_ebcb_4d10_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__25c4fad2_4dc9_4ba3_84b][bookmark: _LINE__31_5a1482f2_0a47_48dc_abf8_978464][bookmark: _LINE__32_2360dfad_53fb_4acf_b3b6_078afd][bookmark: _LINE__33_08b9568b_dd7f_4b9b_b6e7_66af09]2.  Review panel.  The department shall establish a review panel to advise the commissioner in the operation of the program, including, but not limited to, evaluating applications and recommending to the department applicants for participation in the program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8235738b_32eb_4f37_acb8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__95a26e68_4392_41e8_850e_054][bookmark: _PAR__10_44d5b42c_6f52_4c39_a800_898ea8e][bookmark: _LINE__34_4a3eb864_36e5_4b7f_8a00_9afb9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fe5f3735_e1dd_496d_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c1efae8f_aa38_4ac2_bf0][bookmark: _LINE__35_37dd3cd5_c99e_49b9_94c9_35e69e][bookmark: _LINE__36_0d9c49f3_114d_4524_a4ed_5fea85]3.  Selection criteria.  The selection criteria with which to evaluate applications for protection of working farmland property under the program must include, but are not limited to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__32d10a14_f8cd_4349_9104][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d88c4100_edbc_431b_bd10_4e6e][bookmark: _PAR__11_deb88490_6e8c_4e72_9123_ef5284d][bookmark: _LINE__37_84be983f_8d8c_464a_a1a4_4716eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__89d47622_bf3a_4421_b95][bookmark: _LINE__38_9a5859e1_576d_419a_89f7_6237b1][bookmark: _LINE__39_71da703d_90fb_4b12_8884_2e667b][bookmark: _LINE__40_695ddac4_5f6c_4e43_8481_3e339b]A.  The interest of the owner of the working farmland property to make the farmland available via lease or transfer the protected property to another farmer or other farmers to advance the department's goal of preserving and increasing access to farmland for new and growing farms;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf87c049_0c12_4275_8c2e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__282345a4_e0d7_4cfa_9a9e_c58a][bookmark: _PAR__12_7ecc10eb_8342_4d5b_85fb_b4f05e5][bookmark: _LINE__41_b44f8098_0c23_4590_b666_f44a9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b0bd2ad4_0576_477a_874][bookmark: _LINE__42_6ce0979e_6dc6_42a7_9752_c3659e]B.  The threat of conversion of the working farmland property such that it would become unavailable for commercial production of agricultural products;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd48f503_ac41_4556_90b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f5e8aa6c_b5db_4645_8a9c_6d05][bookmark: _PAGE__4_62cdc92d_11f5_419c_9c6b_d878414][bookmark: _PAR__1_25f6cb0c_c97b_46f0_856e_aed7d3d9][bookmark: _LINE__1_e8525ab2_f78d_42d2_8e14_c274a82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2dec85c6_c98b_4977_88e][bookmark: _LINE__2_86ed9f86_46d5_4c90_b6ba_281a803][bookmark: _LINE__3_ddce83d0_f668_4638_9b92_3ae9df2]C.  The percentage of soils classified by the United States Department of Agriculture as prime farmland, unique farmland, farmland of statewide importance and farmland of local importance;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5b622bb9_266d_4b7e_b17f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aedd3085_a46d_459d_96d2_d807][bookmark: _PAR__2_7210bc8e_0b5b_40f8_a6df_826d2b49][bookmark: _LINE__4_fb26b3bc_786c_4547_aceb_ac27bc7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e768c81e_f387_4c52_a18][bookmark: _LINE__5_4fa8acd8_d683_419b_b538_5ce35b9]D.  The agricultural structures and improvements associated with the working farmland property;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__98b7e294_c842_443e_8329][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__31412a6c_488f_4215_ac75_15aa][bookmark: _PAR__3_fc15390d_8bbc_4cc2_bbe6_c91efb03][bookmark: _LINE__6_c3778815_ae80_4204_9386_8149d15][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0e36843_c857_42c6_be7][bookmark: _LINE__7_ba55212f_63fd_4f91_800e_17355cf][bookmark: _LINE__8_4e467491_23ca_48a7_b804_6d6ad90][bookmark: _LINE__9_2ced27b9_92ae_4a5b_bf9d_09c4cbb][bookmark: _LINE__10_0fda70ba_6f37_47de_af41_485670]E.  The economic viability of the working farmland property in terms of current and potential future commercial agricultural activities in local, regional and statewide markets; connection of the working farmland property to agricultural services including processors, aggregators and distributors; and number of on-farm jobs supported by the working farmland property;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ff1e3d8c_633d_40d5_95f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dd5780c3_5da7_463e_9af9_ab72][bookmark: _PAR__4_f8d0fd1a_daff_424e_bfb8_1babde2d][bookmark: _LINE__11_48576293_c5a1_486a_9394_07888c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d909a145_0d4b_432e_8e2]F.  The proximity of other working farmland properties in the town or region;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__071afa05_78cd_47ac_b930][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__04efedb7_016c_489b_b69f_2cb8][bookmark: _PAR__5_f50b2a9b_e197_4889_874d_c3f26ed6][bookmark: _LINE__12_320112bd_75ec_4ef8_a34c_6014db][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1ffdefa6_0b75_4012_9da][bookmark: _LINE__13_cc6509e4_0447_434b_9a1a_b99c8a]G.  The degree of community support for the proposed protection of the working farmland property; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__814e4d11_c5ff_4450_9a79][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__31c231b3_86f0_4b72_927f_02b7][bookmark: _PAR__6_1b3b02ae_ecbe_4530_aa4b_00381662][bookmark: _LINE__14_2d4c06d6_bbd2_4d1f_887f_08a1c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28fc0ddd_75e7_461c_a45][bookmark: _LINE__15_e977d9e4_b9f4_45de_b247_2c1837][bookmark: _LINE__16_89be9b64_403f_431b_b188_0f5e11]H.  The multiple natural resources values associated with the working farmland property, including open space land, forested land and wetlands; riparian buffers; wildlife habitat; and freshwater aquifers.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__40a41927_d5d4_4e57_a593][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d788be07_7838_431e_9a01_9cb][bookmark: _PAR__7_83798f9c_0fe6_46d8_b5af_908bb239][bookmark: _LINE__17_023216ac_4d14_47c5_ae42_2d967e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8e5849bc_4b96_491b_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3587ab10_bfad_4be0_97b][bookmark: _LINE__18_e857525a_5886_448e_a7a9_25ebff][bookmark: _LINE__19_9620f352_533a_4a47_b26f_a75f19]4.  Grant agreements.  The commissioner shall enter into grant agreements with state agencies and cooperating entities for the purpose of receiving grants from the Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund under Title 5, section 6203-C.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__88090460_d644_4fcf_90][bookmark: _PAR__8_d3872ac0_2327_49c7_9e49_e99f0a0d][bookmark: _LINE__20_b786a27a_f22f_435d_b535_25ccca][bookmark: _LINE__21_afd02871_b38d_41c7_bf89_9ab181]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__76e82581_c3d7_46b3_8542_728b5e][bookmark: _PAR__9_dec35c3a_1b0d_4e94_98a5_2b351796][bookmark: _LINE__22_34f8412d_470c_4ab9_8231_28d5fa]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_82be3dc4_cde5_4909_b79e_cd99c24][bookmark: _LINE__23_0a913a99_db0e_4fe6_a060_0c2da2][bookmark: _LINE__24_9df02b57_6ce0_4a7e_ad2a_a0286b][bookmark: _LINE__25_6d715fe1_f4ea_4b18_9336_900afe][bookmark: _LINE__26_474e5d4e_b44c_40a6_a84e_9b74d9]This bill establishes the Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.  The purpose of the bill is to strengthen the alignment between the department's farmland conservation goals and the Land for Maine's Future program.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b35fd807_fc2d_40d0_9a77_168affb][bookmark: _LINE__27_a4287d25_7f00_4f5e_864c_72353d][bookmark: _LINE__28_d9ea07e1_871f_4b77_b7b0_5f6e9f][bookmark: _LINE__29_074b4c19_3ef1_4ad1_a73f_dff030][bookmark: _LINE__30_55c91f7f_df2a_4d77_8224_71b15f]This bill establishes the Maine Working Farmland Access and Protection Fund within the Land for Maine's Future program for farmland protection projects.  The fund is administered by the Land for Maine's Future Board in cooperation with the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.
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