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L.D. 
Resolve, to Create the Commission to Study a Legislative Internship Program
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7203854b_ae92][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__176c391d_999d_463a_b5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__645d67d3_c246_4845_86d7_3d0b3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__72f0c653_abe0_4664_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_192b7c46_2917_489d_8461_d7d8bf7][bookmark: _PAR__1_574c2135_2a40_4ba9_8d19_455a9cf8][bookmark: _LINE__1_e3961b54_c831_4027_ad79_c259928][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6f8b6bbf_315a_4ed5][bookmark: _LINE__2_b1a4ffb0_0fb7_40dc_af45_f52659b][bookmark: _LINE__3_72d858f3_21ac_4096_9812_f1c8fc3]Sec. 1.  Commission established.  Resolved:  That the Commission to Study a Legislative Internship Program, referred to in this resolve as "the commission," is established.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__d8fa5391_f615][bookmark: _PAR__2_45da2993_c428_4821_874d_a23acfb4][bookmark: _LINE__4_36648731_ac0d_4e04_ad00_04d247c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0d805d60_6f8c_49e5][bookmark: _LINE__5_11ad999b_bf25_44df_adfd_8dd4a26]Sec. 2.  Commission membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of 12 members as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_da88fffa_dc11_45d7_af0d_ba5109bb][bookmark: _LINE__6_79c53f6d_074b_484c_a997_e34a726][bookmark: _LINE__7_ab2d685a_c5a0_4d4d_98a7_aa4bdb9][bookmark: _LINE__8_f61ce9f6_f12d_4b46_b050_4d775f9]1.  Three members of the Senate, one of whom sits on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, appointed by the President of the Senate, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_edb59ea9_2eaa_4bc8_976d_117b6c9b][bookmark: _LINE__9_77b536a9_2148_41b0_be7d_3fbbd58][bookmark: _LINE__10_05cd2a58_fe10_4f4e_96f8_4fe3ea][bookmark: _LINE__11_47ae76bd_27df_4d35_85a1_161c8c][bookmark: _LINE__12_4136440e_6dda_4612_9831_f488af]2.  Three members of the House of Representatives, one of whom sits on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, appointed by the Speaker of the House, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_dfad2d91_252f_4a28_a74e_1aba705c][bookmark: _LINE__13_cea00e58_189e_4c67_b7ad_bae8de][bookmark: _LINE__14_4b1ad6c0_0575_4bc9_bc6a_e0f4e2]3.  The Executive Director of the Legislative Council, or the executive director's designee;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4cf7bf91_f369_49c5_a1ca_231159c2][bookmark: _LINE__15_a6fbd724_407e_400d_bd1c_d539d5][bookmark: _LINE__16_6435f852_0e5e_4387_9d64_ffcf45]4. One member of the Executive Director of the Legislative Council's staff with responsibility for human resources matters;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_760df25c_a8e7_4ae1_b3e9_7ab7f16f][bookmark: _LINE__17_6a86f942_64ad_457e_a7b1_f991a9][bookmark: _LINE__18_cad5b7e9_967d_4260_887f_3fd644][bookmark: _LINE__19_8bdba03a_64e3_4b26_ab67_ed2166][bookmark: _LINE__20_8d567f39_595d_4926_b6a9_65a573]5. One member with internship coordination experience or a postsecondary education institution faculty member in the field of law, political science, public policy or government from a private postsecondary education institution in the State, appointed by the President of the Senate; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_2d02d22c_ae81_44be_9dca_99e72d0b][bookmark: _LINE__21_70c6859f_be80_4cc2_9612_b8568a][bookmark: _LINE__22_897716e2_a532_4fb4_aebf_7b5f7a][bookmark: _LINE__23_ef551d9a_c01e_4792_ac9f_6c0f08]6. Two postsecondary education institution students or alumni with internship experience with the Legislature, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_393e1596_036b_4716_90d5_8f73250e][bookmark: _LINE__24_41f5d9ca_c3eb_4c75_84dc_73a7c7][bookmark: _LINE__25_7b6d067b_41b2_4c6c_99ec_ab4b66][bookmark: _LINE__26_12481a14_3bab_449f_ab12_3cff0e]7. One member with internship coordination experience or a postsecondary education institution faculty member in the field of law, political science, public policy or government from the Maine Community College System, appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5d94694e_4eb1][bookmark: _PAR__10_be6edecf_3311_4fa3_97c4_bf2b97b][bookmark: _LINE__27_2aa9ef90_7e5e_4e28_ab0c_af9221][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__73e02dc8_c25f_4bfe][bookmark: _LINE__28_6bec1e3a_60e4_4362_a1c1_faa015][bookmark: _LINE__29_1af08ec1_04c2_45c4_8736_371311][bookmark: _LINE__30_a3533a9f_917a_4a34_8efc_273530]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That the Senate member from the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs is the Senate chair and the House of Representatives member from the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs is the House chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__ca58156a_631b][bookmark: _PAR__11_cb07a979_1a25_46e7_aa61_c6e67ef][bookmark: _LINE__31_075fd735_688e_454f_94f5_93dd10][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b3405e37_230f_4387][bookmark: _LINE__32_a75ae472_15fe_4477_b999_09dae5][bookmark: _LINE__33_ad2f78cb_70e8_49f9_9db0_3640f4][bookmark: _LINE__34_13db6a13_6cfa_4e65_a624_e51d87][bookmark: _LINE__35_ac664c43_4c10_4790_ad01_6178c2][bookmark: _LINE__36_3f82e61f_b598_443b_b9a7_dcb2be][bookmark: _LINE__37_acb858b8_034d_403a_be21_75dad3][bookmark: _LINE__38_a30cf011_fd74_4cc6_82b0_dc5aee]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of commission.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__fa8b366f_ce54][bookmark: _PAR__12_fb152179_6494_46d3_97bc_859fcd7][bookmark: _LINE__39_5dce3ec1_394d_48b9_8ec9_298a58][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0fe15b65_7d10_4149][bookmark: _LINE__40_55451273_869d_4b4a_8b38_26d0da][bookmark: _LINE__41_1969cc16_1ecb_4496_b6d2_5355d5][bookmark: _LINE__42_5ac3ef79_9042_4cdd_a725_8e3709][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__e03f59fc_35ab_4b18_8ba5_dda][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5fcbfb36_5edf_4837_bcb5_f9fa8ee][bookmark: _PAR__1_f74437d8_664b_4277_878b_81758d04][bookmark: _LINE__1_45fc0df1_b674_4578_9197_d8a3330][bookmark: _LINE__2_ab886588_8300_4bf5_94fb_b4773c4][bookmark: _LINE__3_4f004c63_dc9c_473a_ac87_409476f]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the commission shall study and develop a structure for an internship program to place a person attending an accredited postsecondary education institution in the State or a resident of the State who is a student at an accredited postsecondary education institution in another state with a Legislator to assist with policy work immediately before, during and immediately after a legislative session. The commission shall review other internship programs and develop recommendations, policies and procedures for an internship program in the Legislature that include details on:  
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_a045cd6e_55c9_434c_b3c6_9ed676a1][bookmark: _LINE__5_852f2276_8850_4431_86f0_1d1a754]2. The method for Legislators to opt in to the internship program;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a7550741_7582_4624_83ff_583b571e][bookmark: _LINE__6_2acf56f9_a542_4668_830e_3340632]3. The method to match interns with Legislators; 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b419fd70_1fa9_472e_9070_9c153042][bookmark: _LINE__7_34872a1e_8468_4f74_961c_56982c4][bookmark: _LINE__8_e7fe7471_6cda_4a53_8687_eb5f023]4. Guidelines to ensure an equitable and inclusive application, selection and matching process; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_aa18bc80_7743_48be_b8d2_badbc86c][bookmark: _LINE__9_4345e4f8_fa0e_4c35_9d5b_c1b4f87]5. The training to be provided to Legislators and interns; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_07ca7f5d_a74a_4372_963e_f3ea95df][bookmark: _LINE__10_50bd48c7_7112_4601_bf2d_2fcb94]6. The process to evaluate interns; 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_cbb8f6c5_9c36_49ec_83bf_4a470d7d][bookmark: _LINE__11_d8c536f2_1943_4162_80eb_292877]7. The process for interns to evaluate the internship program;  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_fd453f62_2a78_4aad_ae52_68ad85d4][bookmark: _LINE__12_0a93e627_2605_4e3e_a492_9db5c2]8.  The appropriate rate of pay; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0bc812ff_bedf_4166_8f40_8621c97][bookmark: _LINE__13_f3e481f0_680e_46a7_b927_78275d][bookmark: _LINE__14_a6adb8db_5bb1_4865_8143_a44869]9. The cost to run the internship program, including necessary staff to administer the internship program; 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2e9df2ed_b5f1_4a87_bf54_e692254][bookmark: _LINE__15_ddb2afe2_073a_43fb_a095_eb1de7]10. The physical space and infrastructure needs for the internship program; 
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_6b083e0f_581f_40ce_9b63_a335838][bookmark: _LINE__17_648ddf51_d223_48e4_bf53_1272f7][bookmark: _LINE__18_8cf91d97_9a2f_467b_8f84_3c1332]12.  The availability of and required procedure for accepting private funds for the internship program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c3c40c1f_277a_485a_ae04_3077aa5][bookmark: _LINE__19_6250d658_6877_42aa_a434_a53a8a]13.  Any other matters the commission considers relevant.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__65c7a327_1c6c][bookmark: _PAR__15_01dc8a4d_9379_482c_a0ec_53c7cad][bookmark: _LINE__20_fdc01c9f_2934_4584_84df_2566e9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__067b17a7_aba2_40fc][bookmark: _LINE__21_29338f74_220e_47cb_8c05_6f00e5][bookmark: _LINE__22_d963678d_b7ff_4c38_8cbc_2eacf8]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__89611e02_ba8a][bookmark: _PAR__16_9e6cac4f_8a44_4d5d_a203_70d2366][bookmark: _LINE__23_c147e7e8_08b8_4c81_acc1_a61c9f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5b776e7c_a85b_4f20][bookmark: _LINE__24_28c51422_5582_4ff2_b98c_03b007][bookmark: _LINE__25_c888a09f_8ff7_4c5a_8ac7_4e331f][bookmark: _LINE__26_8dd753bb_9e10_44e2_9ea1_e820e3]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, no later than February 1, 2026, the commission shall submit a report to the Legislative Council that includes its findings and recommendations for an internship program, including a pilot internship program starting in the First Regular Session of the 133rd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__18_deda2fc3_f3b8_4350_961f_c6804e3][bookmark: _LINE__28_bb8d8a0c_9c9a_4be1_988b_b4b998][bookmark: _LINE__29_dc173703_cb1d_4534_833f_3b388f][bookmark: _LINE__30_bd401f88_599c_4f53_816d_b90da3][bookmark: _LINE__31_5b45098f_8547_459d_890f_780f8a][bookmark: _LINE__32_02c5d07c_1283_446b_ab01_705782][bookmark: _LINE__33_5d6cb3fd_1cf9_4bad_99df_8d60cd][bookmark: _LINE__34_a90bd996_aad8_4099_80bc_b0a130][bookmark: _LINE__35_e749ffe8_5245_42ec_85bd_58df29][bookmark: _LINE__36_d3728c7b_0ddd_4cf5_93bc_f521f0][bookmark: _LINE__37_1d6d5210_cdb2_443b_a8d6_42e274]This resolve creates the Commission to Study a Legislative Internship Program. The commission has 12 members, including a Senate member and a member of the House of Representatives who sit on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs and who serve as cochairs of the commission.  The commission is required to study and develop a structure for an internship program matching postsecondary education institution students with members of the Legislature to assist members of the Legislature with the policy work of the Legislature.  The commission is required to submit a report to the Legislative Council no later than February 1, 2026 setting out recommendations for an internship program, including a pilot internship program starting in the First Regular Session of the 133rd Legislature.
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