132nd Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Study Barriers to Financial Assistance Programs for Farmers and Food Producers
L.D. 
Resolve, to Study Barriers to Financial Assistance Programs for Farmers and Food Producers
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__97276c41_6b07][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__fe8cbe87_77ed_45e5_89][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__24cfd000_7b2f_4388_acda_e4cf8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__fb9ab7b0_f0e7_4e4e_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_0036ccd6_20b9_40f4_8b33_48a9413][bookmark: _PAR__1_f7177f6e_de89_4720_8209_2512eeb8][bookmark: _LINE__1_fc9662aa_326b_491b_b895_6ae8af0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6de3e8c0_e6b0_4b8b][bookmark: _LINE__2_d5bb8f8e_d2bc_46ee_859d_784a6f1][bookmark: _LINE__3_3bc91a2f_4057_4c25_814d_bdeb0ad][bookmark: _LINE__4_d3aafee0_30df_4221_b52d_d0ce4a5][bookmark: _LINE__5_67b1aec9_eea7_4f57_9935_f51e8df][bookmark: _LINE__6_8fbc6442_1bda_4f0c_ad59_059253b][bookmark: _LINE__7_2c89193e_2ca0_49ae_af32_6228b78][bookmark: _LINE__8_12ccf7e0_4dd9_40af_b279_34e588a][bookmark: _LINE__9_3b628ab5_bff3_465f_b9dc_089074a]Sec. 1.  Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to seek stakeholder input on lowering barriers to financial assistance programs.  Resolved:  That the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall direct staff of the Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to study the bureau's financial assistance programs for farmers and food producers to identify barriers to these programs and methods to eliminate those barriers and increase the effectiveness of the programs in addressing farmer and food producer needs.  This study must be undertaken within existing resources and must include at least 2 listening sessions with farmers and food producers.  The listening sessions must encompass topics, including, but not limited to, the following:
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_cc22d0c5_e5ff_4665_b5d5_12cee60d][bookmark: _LINE__13_61fe7bd7_2964_476a_bf60_ced808][bookmark: _LINE__14_d3219e9f_c0a9_4fd5_8b76_402f19][bookmark: _LINE__15_ccf8fe2c_ef35_497e_a6fc_831743][bookmark: _LINE__16_9ce192b7_7a9b_45d7_abae_d37123]3.  Accessibility for beginning and emerging farmers and the expansion of education about department programs, partnerships with community organizations to reach new groups of farmers and identification of farmers who currently underuse department programs; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_a5bbfc09_5db7_4bcc_85f9_d943a8be][bookmark: _LINE__25_f95cf71a_1155_43f0_bf9f_cab78a][bookmark: _LINE__26_88db3e2a_781c_4373_9879_03b489][bookmark: _LINE__27_bc66e32e_fe04_4a34_8b88_eb47fd][bookmark: _LINE__28_c2fbd07c_3298_4028_9f68_24ef4a][bookmark: _LINE__29_3766ee1d_059a_4aa6_85cb_2f7149][bookmark: _LINE__30_b37ce7c5_f060_4b7a_9da1_a4c998][bookmark: _LINE__31_78ec305a_4763_42c0_975d_0673f0][bookmark: _LINE__32_4e375170_4ff5_4d83_9b38_ddd965]This resolve requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to direct staff of the Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to study the bureau's financial assistance programs for farmers and food producers to identify barriers to these programs and methods to eliminate those barriers and increase the effectiveness of the programs in addressing farmer and food producer needs.  The commissioner is required to submit a report by January 15, 2026 to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, which may report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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