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An Act to Establish a Cabinet-level Position to Ensure a Continuum of Care to Support Children and Their Families
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_5c65e6ce_d452_4bf0_92a4_4642e87a][bookmark: _LINE__4_ef4c3d7b_8b36_49b3_b0e1_76ce868]This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_49436c92_f98f_43e4_a8a9_829d5c83][bookmark: _LINE__5_0419856a_43c0_4874_9048_f607137][bookmark: _LINE__6_88c5b460_9270_49d2_b061_51d6b70][bookmark: _LINE__7_d91ca8bf_254b_40ab_98a3_87e3796]This bill, through a multiphase process, would establish a comprehensive continuum of coordinated services aimed at identifying, evaluating and supporting young children’s physical, emotional and social development.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9212f9f4_1c3d_4259_aa12_3c86bc74][bookmark: _LINE__8_713b0e49_6a68_4639_ac34_195b6c7][bookmark: _LINE__9_fb27eec3_3462_4926_b349_da0c1fa][bookmark: _LINE__10_8e334e09_8acf_4fef_bab3_7a5b58][bookmark: _LINE__11_50b77fa5_d06f_44ef_be1f_905b09][bookmark: _LINE__12_f15966b7_5a73_4eba_8603_0a2dd9][bookmark: _LINE__13_a21a2cda_4e04_4f02_b6e6_fdb03a][bookmark: _LINE__14_8a837218_788f_4384_be3c_311d35][bookmark: _LINE__15_680fff8e_97d6_4202_a30b_797d1d][bookmark: _LINE__16_a0fd2d1f_00a1_4274_a8af_814aad][bookmark: _LINE__17_a7ea600b_772b_4e3e_a1b9_1805df]1. The Department of Health and Human Services would collect an inventory of programs that currently exist through the Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services, including, but not limited to, the Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems program, Help Me Grow Maine and developmental screening, Early Childhood Consultation Partnership, Maternal and Child Health program, Partners in Care Coordination program, children with special health care needs care coordination, the State's Plan of Safe Care, CradleME, early intervention under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part C and any other related program that provides identification of delayed development or disabilities, referral, coordination or planning of services for children from birth through 3 years of age. The inventory would include:
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[bookmark: _PAR__9_6b3da2b9_4d2f_4324_8624_97fac405][bookmark: _LINE__21_68348275_6bbf_4181_9406_a4fa5a][bookmark: _LINE__22_48c8c4ad_9d50_4d58_b15a_6e87df]C.  The methods of finding, referring, planning and coordinating services for young children; and
[bookmark: _PAR__10_4b90ed1e_58e7_47a2_930d_e7ace84][bookmark: _LINE__23_b303af6c_57d9_475b_bf82_aa9638]D. Identification of areas in which processes can be streamlined and efficiencies made.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_cbbc53ce_29ce_49d3_99e9_91c041d][bookmark: _LINE__24_07e30c4e_41c3_4bc2_9c84_f81212][bookmark: _LINE__25_83bb89aa_e3ce_4ddf_94de_479ef7][bookmark: _LINE__26_42be086b_cea5_4bb5_8e7e_13bd9d][bookmark: _LINE__27_92352a95_0ffc_4984_b6ea_a83642][bookmark: _LINE__28_487418e1_85d0_42ce_9eff_e8d152][bookmark: _LINE__29_b93c2152_962e_4528_be16_46bac3][bookmark: _LINE__30_45d6234a_f5e4_41a7_8fd0_f5377c][bookmark: _LINE__31_1c97be2d_77fb_4628_a044_928c43]2. A working group would analyze the information collected under section 1 and make recommendations to the Children's Cabinet established under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 19131.  The working group would be a partnership of public and private stakeholders, including representatives of the programs evaluated, children's advocates, providers, parent advocacy representatives and early childhood educators.  The working group would provide recommendations to the Children's Cabinet for how to structure a new cabinetlevel department that provides supportive learning and public health prevention and intervention services across a continuum of care to young children and their families.  
[bookmark: _PAR__12_58f245de_5f65_4d67_9ca3_471154b][bookmark: _LINE__32_ba5fc7af_9dbf_4bdb_a4ea_1da814][bookmark: _LINE__33_a26d32df_3d67_4685_9f1f_c69069][bookmark: _LINE__34_695e5476_caaa_4239_b039_c42324][bookmark: _LINE__35_8bd1666a_23a6_4041_b4b9_934f19][bookmark: _LINE__36_4c3c3c0a_7d4f_4ef8_8ecc_ee6f63][bookmark: _LINE__37_a1fe3052_39ff_4069_8a3b_aad1e9][bookmark: _LINE__38_3203a711_3491_480a_9be8_35c5ac]3. The Children’s Cabinet would develop a datadriven plan and report that takes into consideration the recommendations of the working group in order to develop a new cabinetlevel department.  The report will provide clear milestones to be met in a timely fashion to develop the new department.  The Children's Cabinet would be required to submit a report to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters and health and human services matters.  The committees will have authorization to submit legislation during the session in which the report is received.
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