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An Act Regarding School Discipline for Maine's Youngest Children
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d9d49f32_6042_4777_8716][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__78ba9319_ccfc_4b95_bdf4_ed5][bookmark: _PAR__7_684cb297_1bfe_451c_a529_680db199][bookmark: _LINE__11_5a4f9883_c5ab_400d_b737_97d8b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1256cad1_a2fa_4253_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c19ee6cc_cf95_4791_b31][bookmark: _LINE__12_88d40032_2dd1_47fb_a9c7_a07545][bookmark: _LINE__13_ebbee4b2_77b6_457c_b609_c5c8d6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f8453537_b379_46f2_86][bookmark: _LINE__14_2625d445_edab_47af_8caf_b3d637]9.  Students expelled or suspended.  Following a proper investigation of a student's behavior and due process proceedings pursuant to subsection 8‑A, if found necessary for the peace and usefulness of the school, a school board shall expel any student, except a student who is enrolled in grade 5 or below:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__93dd30ee_4eff_48a2_82f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__40a6b4c8_0f5c_4507_aa75_7ece][bookmark: _PAR__13_84b4c34d_4d95_4cb4_aaac_a60fdc3][bookmark: _LINE__25_f3afecf0_d048_4de5_92e1_4b8459][bookmark: _LINE__26_6d8a7300_cc00_45d8_b24e_5fb205][bookmark: _LINE__27_0aeea2e0_ced6_40f6_992b_aa031c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ef09a2b4_24bc_4526_91][bookmark: _LINE__28_0f66b5b5_6e3a_44be_91c1_6e3bf2][bookmark: _LINE__29_b8acbab8_cb16_4ff0_909b_d8e325][bookmark: _LINE__30_5772d6a7_059a_447a_acbd_a2b072][bookmark: _LINE__31_c2e80f21_90c3_4eee_ab5e_eab1d7][bookmark: _LINE__32_09f12b5e_6321_4dc6_9c46_c8c17c][bookmark: _LINE__33_6d50ca6f_5a8e_4047_bab0_2cf234][bookmark: _LINE__34_4e4bd67d_34a8_4bc6_baec_e995bd]A student may be readmitted on satisfactory evidence that the behavior that was the cause of the student being expelled will not likely recur.  The school board may authorize the principal to suspend students up to a maximum of 10 days for infractions of school rules, except that the school board may not authorize the principal to suspend a student who is enrolled in grade 5 or below except as provided under subsection 9‑A.  In addition to other powers and duties under this subsection, the school board may develop a policy requiring a student who is in violation of school substance use or possession rules to participate in substance use disorder services as provided in section 6606.  Nothing in this subsection or subsection 9‑C prevents a school board from providing educational services in an alternative setting to a student who has been expelled.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_1b60a709_dc5f_4b2a_bd39_d4d86cb][bookmark: _LINE__25_d55c4fa5_6ebf_4d0a_af4e_3b8956][bookmark: _LINE__26_71d4168c_176f_41bc_a9c9_118287][bookmark: _LINE__27_101da63b_f2e1_4e45_906c_3f5172][bookmark: _LINE__28_987ba21e_965d_432a_b44d_5e0240][bookmark: _LINE__29_a342d115_caff_4ee8_b6bf_0a05e4][bookmark: _LINE__30_b857596d_dd21_423e_b815_93de16][bookmark: _LINE__31_b1e919b8_f174_429e_9050_f3fd49]This bill requires school superintendents to include, as part of the written notice provided to students and parents before expulsion hearings, a list of available free and low-cost legal services; it requires the Department of Education to create the list and update it annually.  It provides that a student code of conduct may not prescribe suspension, expulsion or the withholding of recess as a consequence of a violation of the student code of conduct by any student enrolled in grade 5 or below except as provided under the federal Gun-Free Schools Act.  
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