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An Act to Ensure Access to Safe Drinking Water from Household Wells in Rural Areas by Expanding Testing
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a578e962_ef1e_4c28_bd77_d06][bookmark: _PAR__6_309377b5_a4bc_4389_9a02_c9233b08][bookmark: _LINE__13_52e62fda_5301_4e0d_a07a_0b3d8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__01201a6c_5430_4b9e_813b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__86d56b1c_9a09_4888_ad5][bookmark: _LINE__14_01b0c98d_9c98_489c_8513_71182a][bookmark: _LINE__15_59dba6fa_2dd8_4447_bad8_b41ec0][bookmark: _LINE__16_28fdce1f_054d_410c_83f2_a5624c][bookmark: _LINE__17_0dfa4fb2_20b4_49bd_988d_d08e85][bookmark: _LINE__18_6356fc8b_b5a6_4e91_9586_9db2e7](2)  A program to provide testing for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, as defined in Title 38, section 1614, subsection 1, paragraph F, through contracts with qualified laboratories. The testing must be based on the most recently available analytical method approved by the federal Environmental Protection Agency that quantifies the maximum levels of perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_34084ee4_635f_4e49_8428_8fe4b9e1][bookmark: _LINE__2_37d146e4_269d_4569_b425_516ddcd][bookmark: _LINE__3_7151321c_a9f0_42c8_bacf_a0cc410][bookmark: _LINE__4_6dfe8bb8_7a99_4aa7_a27a_b807020][bookmark: _LINE__5_fea38c7f_24bc_47a0_8256_eaf4659][bookmark: _LINE__6_c88b1757_d748_410f_a8b8_03cbc52][bookmark: _LINE__7_7f01d34c_5c75_43a0_807b_993b50c][bookmark: _LINE__8_b159feb2_626b_448b_be44_c6ab481][bookmark: _LINE__9_f13de489_bf3f_433d_9e89_14e53f5][bookmark: _LINE__10_f91f2642_870e_4447_80de_1c78ba][bookmark: _LINE__11_2ed35282_1a57_4852_b048_e174cf]This bill adds contaminants to the Department of Health and Human Services' uniform testing recommendation for private wells.  The bill requires a program to provide free testing for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances in household well water of low-income residents through contracts with qualified laboratories to be paid for by funds from the department's Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory dedicated account.  The department is required to conduct educational outreach to make low-income residents aware of the availability of free testing of well water and eligibility for grants from the Maine State Housing Authority to pay for water treatment systems.  The bill clarifies that homeowners served by well water that exceeds state standards for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances and other contaminants are eligible for the grants.
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