132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Lower Energy Costs by Repealing the Law Setting Out the State's Goals for Consumption of Electricity from Renewable Resources
L.D. 
An Act to Lower Energy Costs by Repealing the Law Setting Out the State's Goals for Consumption of Electricity from Renewable Resources
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__76a8bd68_cf13_4eda_a56d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9eb38f4d_3a33_4cb7_8377_219][bookmark: _PAR__10_0dd1a19e_1944_434a_8f44_aa3d8fa][bookmark: _LINE__31_804d1a9a_2d7d_48b2_a568_aa68e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__45287cd2_4480_4a57_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__42be12d2_082f_4ec0_a2b][bookmark: _LINE__32_51060fa2_3271_4406_9b12_e53517][bookmark: _LINE__33_a463167a_d0df_4246_aee1_e4d1aa][bookmark: _LINE__34_4dea95af_f414_46b4_a7d8_d0ee61][bookmark: _LINE__35_abb97037_88f8_489f_a0b7_4a9df0][bookmark: _LINE__36_8c02a37d_d3b5_47f5_86e0_1a8fe8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__43ff51cb_f1a5_4b5c_86d][bookmark: _LINE__37_69fe6c2f_7e89_465b_aaf4_c0a88d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fee19b68_ac6e_493e_87a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2a325982_a7e8_42d1_a1][bookmark: _LINE__38_c37c34f9_e94e_4d20_a9f8_2cc4f5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__04a73a3a_fb48_4cf6_973][bookmark: _LINE__39_19788744_0c0f_46f3_bd31_17848d]1.  Program established.  The Maine Offshore Wind Renewable Energy and Economic Development Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established to further the development and use of offshore wind power projects in the Gulf of Maine. The office, in collaboration with the commission, shall administer the program in accordance with this section and shall ensure that the program is designed to advance the greenhouse gas emissions reduction obligations and climate policies of this State under Title 38, section 576‑A and Title 38, section 577, the renewable energy goals established in section 3210, subsection 1‑A and all applicable workforce development efforts of this State. Under the program, the office, in collaboration with the commission, shall:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__811e561c_6b3e_4537_aa17][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__04a6f4d2_d917_4b3d_ae38_6e0d][bookmark: _PAR__5_54cbaf1e_1d2c_4c42_9101_9679c1ab][bookmark: _LINE__12_93cc824b_b1cb_40f9_8d27_b4a89b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4943241_4f5a_4219_8f8][bookmark: _LINE__13_8bc366f1_2d9e_4cf0_b023_e493ce][bookmark: _LINE__14_6d74e4e0_f744_4d33_a44a_a58013][bookmark: _LINE__15_7c578001_dded_4bf0_9072_bf1fe8][bookmark: _LINE__16_24dec498_f1bc_45e8_9ff3_9e38ec][bookmark: _LINE__17_dc340b32_c7d2_4177_b332_03c50e][bookmark: _LINE__18_f44253d2_1ae5_4836_8f74_33dc26]E.  Promote diversity, equity and inclusion in the development of offshore wind power projects with particular consideration given to the energy and economic circumstances and opportunities in coastal and socially vulnerable communities and for the federally recognized Indian tribes in this State. For the purposes of this paragraph, "socially vulnerable communities" means those communities containing populations that are disproportionately burdened by existing social inequities or lack the capacity to withstand new or worsening burdens;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bafaf39b_8f8d_4f5f_bdfd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b60976f7_3315_402f_a01e_4167][bookmark: _PAR__6_37cc1c96_bb88_47a1_9a56_5c31d79a][bookmark: _LINE__19_3b7d0641_17d3_40db_8605_04e79b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__35e79ae0_bdef_42ef_977][bookmark: _LINE__20_bfa4df39_5e22_44fd_8e59_b89e54][bookmark: _LINE__21_5d27fb6b_dd02_4863_8d27_21cd6e]F.  Support the advancement of port infrastructure, local offshore wind power-related economic development and the development of a supply chain to support the development of offshore wind power projects;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__602277ef_5d0e_48ae_b2c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d7aa83e7_7b1e_44c6_bbb1_82c1][bookmark: _PAR__7_832a013a_4963_4e5e_900b_9177f708][bookmark: _LINE__22_cd77d055_c1e0_44b6_b0fa_8a4f59][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6eb6d3f8_65e0_45ac_bbe][bookmark: _LINE__23_5a175ece_f712_4bde_aacc_c49bd1][bookmark: _LINE__24_2103ef2e_59d4_46ba_9987_92f7d6]G.  Support the development and deployment of innovative technologies to achieve the energy policy and economic development objectives of this State, including energy storage;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8d8f55d_05b6_4684_a449][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__32327b84_e7a0_4f41_9f52_86cd][bookmark: _PAR__9_4a35f572_378d_4495_bdbf_8bd3fbdc][bookmark: _LINE__28_ad040003_6638_423c_bdf3_45f807][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__38b8dacc_3887_4862_ba9][bookmark: _LINE__29_6bfbd734_e8bf_41b1_ba6a_a6fdbd][bookmark: _LINE__30_9b32ba2c_8c73_40a3_92cb_51e270]I.  Support the development of transmission infrastructure necessary for this State to expeditiously meet its renewable energy and climate goals, including advancing the development of shared or regional offshore wind power transmission infrastructure;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__13e996cc_c4c3_4953_96fd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__14642087_ae72_4a17_be4e_d7be][bookmark: _PAR__10_d6cb56cc_08d4_4b33_b0fe_b61bdc3][bookmark: _LINE__31_1ea6d3ad_109e_45f9_8b71_21aa39][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__572f49d2_a728_49c0_93d][bookmark: _LINE__32_e121552c_3952_4c16_a4f4_039a3a][bookmark: _LINE__33_1b0a25cc_ae62_41f2_b88e_6ded64][bookmark: _LINE__34_35038895_5757_4eb4_8ca4_85c207]J.  Collaborate with other states or entities when appropriate on regional issues, including, but not limited to, transmission, procurement, supply chain and workforce development and research and monitoring relating to wildlife, fisheries and the Gulf of Maine ecosystem;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa535250_5e42_456a_ac6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9b3a7245_6646_4eca_9af7_fa4c][bookmark: _PAR__12_a8c9103c_a275_4035_8b04_83ae4a7][bookmark: _LINE__38_f26cab22_2946_4348_9d6f_76a085][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__07fe5b41_fcef_4804_b3e][bookmark: _LINE__39_f5f30e45_7e03_4890_84b1_e5ad90][bookmark: _LINE__40_f89ae94e_a741_4154_b791_d72da3][bookmark: _LINE__41_2d232c9e_483a_460a_9a94_8f8afa][bookmark: _LINE__42_a7047478_a9a3_49bf_81a2_983f84]L.  Coordinate the activities of state agencies that are affected by the development of offshore wind power projects, including, but not limited to, the Department of Economic and Community Development, the Department of Labor, the Department of Marine Resources, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the Department of Environmental Protection; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4de7bd6f_9c2e_4d49_8839][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f8300f5f_351b_42d3_b0d8_fead][bookmark: _PAGE__3_35a01d11_9529_47b0_812e_d3d8992][bookmark: _PAR__1_dd556f6d_ca34_4778_9394_82ffff19][bookmark: _LINE__1_c797388d_de82_4de2_b771_acd2626][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9ceec4a0_e53c_4df9_805][bookmark: _LINE__2_a91a24f0_7035_49f0_9450_3411f90][bookmark: _LINE__3_6fb700b6_dae4_4515_87fd_4d1ea6b][bookmark: _LINE__4_3c726596_f8ef_4680_aec6_b68eb03]M.  Support the development of deep-water offshore wind power projects and transmission infrastructure in the Gulf of Maine that serve the public interest by advancing the renewable energy and climate policies and economic development goals of this State and helping to reduce energy price volatility.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_73b419a3_ce93_4e82_9921_b7e1317e][bookmark: _LINE__11_4b2dcb76_7830_489e_833f_533f4a][bookmark: _LINE__12_54aa9f9b_a8be_4c20_b7c5_020841]This bill repeals the law establishing the State's renewable energy goals and amends other provisions of law to remove cross-references to the renewable energy goals.
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