131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Improve Coastal Sand Dune Restoration Projects
L.D. 
An Act to Improve Coastal Sand Dune Restoration Projects
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__49ff76a0_4fdc_4793_82b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__c407411e_402a_4439_8034_4155f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__fc7bda46_a52f_4d99_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d5ca40f6_e19f_451c_acb4_8c030ba][bookmark: _PAR__1_e8569230_f578_41c1_bbf6_9a796b44][bookmark: _LINE__1_99874fb2_208d_4b5f_8f01_7eb4969]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_ca03177d_718b_405e_a5f0_d485bf67][bookmark: _LINE__17_92dad2b8_4b62_4a07_a1fa_2a57d9][bookmark: _LINE__18_0686ffea_11e8_4e1a_9727_250a91][bookmark: _LINE__19_c5e710d0_b118_4aa5_9a9d_fa0d99][bookmark: _LINE__20_e118574e_0ed5_4c18_83cf_ac1098][bookmark: _LINE__21_48379567_81a5_44ac_bad9_0be8e3][bookmark: _LINE__22_f150b5a2_bd41_40f4_bdf8_0bd14c][bookmark: _LINE__23_2b1a347f_3532_425b_a207_0cf05e][bookmark: _LINE__24_ed3b93e3_ff1e_4802_8dc8_0b1674][bookmark: _LINE__25_30201623_afb5_4410_b5a0_1cf8f9][bookmark: _LINE__26_ca9e5026_e745_4740_9d17_ecc22c]This bill amends the Natural Resources Protection Act to provide that the Department of Environmental Protection is allowed to authorize through permit by rule a coastal sand dune system restoration project that uses allowable biodegradable materials as a stabilization cover for the planting of native dune vegetation as long as the project meets all other applicable requirements for a permit by rule. "Allowable biodegradable materials" is defined to mean natural, plant-based biodegradable or compostable fabrics or erosion control blankets made from coir, jute, straw, polylactic acid polymers or other similar materials.  The use or placement of such materials within a coastal sand dune system in accordance with an authorized permit by rule is not considered a permanent structure under the Natural Resources Protection Act.
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