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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__bf198643_da34][bookmark: _PAR__6_2062bd10_878c_451d_b72b_a53125e5][bookmark: _LINE__14_6fab8b66_a64f_4f6c_bb5a_1d13cd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0f5801f6_4d48_40f2][bookmark: _LINE__15_a512d413_ef41_4212_9242_3eb40e][bookmark: _LINE__16_97a51124_4d18_4cb7_81f0_1fe49d][bookmark: _LINE__17_65a00e16_099e_4e0e_89e7_7b8452][bookmark: _LINE__18_c2a091e0_f858_4571_bf9f_803a63][bookmark: _LINE__19_de8f0e46_90f9_4e09_9d33_e0206e][bookmark: _LINE__20_846616be_c928_4afe_a866_879949][bookmark: _LINE__21_2e7ff968_ebb6_4806_bc56_3aaf4e][bookmark: _LINE__22_96d10d2c_9b96_4d88_ab30_95eee7][bookmark: _LINE__23_37b4f722_b2f9_4095_951d_5edb50][bookmark: _LINE__24_e04cf1cb_1bff_471d_a3f4_08f4bc][bookmark: _LINE__25_eb44a8d5_15b5_4481_8635_55c833][bookmark: _LINE__26_8fec9ac1_704a_4d33_b073_c6fd03][bookmark: _LINE__27_75e54948_f5a2_47c7_a390_44563d][bookmark: _LINE__28_ee61e76c_2053_4332_9cd2_ff1cb7][bookmark: _LINE__29_d923f086_13bc_4042_9c6c_722a0b]Sec. 3. Secretary of State to seek waivers.  The Secretary of State shall seek from the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration under 49 United States Code, Section 31315 a waiver of the engine compartment component of the pre-trip vehicle inspection skills testing requirement in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 383.113(a)(1)(i), known as "the under-the-hood" component, for commercial driver's license applicants seeking the school bus and passenger endorsements, as well as a waiver of the requirement in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 383.133(c)(1) that the State administer this portion of the pre-trip vehicle inspection skills test in accordance with a Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration pre-approved examiner manual.  The Secretary of State may seek additional waivers of requirements that the Secretary of State determines are unnecessary for operation of a school bus in this State.  As long as those requirements continue to apply to school bus operators in this State, the Secretary of State shall seek renewals of waivers received.  The Secretary of State shall report to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation by December 3, 2025 on the progress in obtaining the waivers, as well as any related changes in federal law or regulations that may be pending or have taken place.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_89ad40f4_569b_4b88_9985_9e373591][bookmark: _LINE__31_9ff5a826_c9fb_4f07_93d8_c49267][bookmark: _LINE__32_7ab87da5_f9cd_416d_84cc_08d7db][bookmark: _LINE__33_d8a5b07d_ac7d_49b9_969b_f2acdb][bookmark: _LINE__34_8221e7d6_cffb_4d44_9349_0faef0][bookmark: _LINE__35_49a8b3dc_2cd8_444e_a48f_90c461][bookmark: _LINE__36_95b2e5cf_c3b5_40dd_b882_7e7343]This bill clarifies the law governing school bus operator endorsements.  It provides that the endorsement is contingent on the applicant meeting certain federal requirements only if there is no waiver of those requirements in place.  It also clarifies that the requirement that the applicant pass an examination of the person's ability to operate a vehicle of comparable type to a school bus does not include an ability to operate a combination vehicle consisting of a truck tractor and semitrailer.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_cbb0c62d_023f_4ab3_a5a8_62941d67][bookmark: _LINE__37_7a328cad_d053_4fca_9115_910024][bookmark: _LINE__38_de418ad2_727a_4c10_80a5_ecea76][bookmark: _LINE__39_e652e21a_1450_43fa_8305_0d0919][bookmark: _LINE__40_b5622923_5ff3_4636_832a_c4812f][bookmark: _LINE__41_6e301497_a7e6_4538_beca_bf67f9][bookmark: _LINE__42_48299f1a_071d_4a38_9924_99dad5][bookmark: _LINE__43_d24207fe_466e_4b6b_864b_c91afa][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__307f496c_254a_4be1_b772_b66][bookmark: _PAGE__2_287ef1e7_ada2_4c72_a452_6e2cce6][bookmark: _PAR__1_7945c28b_1fac_43c4_b16e_54426b7a][bookmark: _LINE__1_84261157_53b4_4ad9_8e7d_e7d26ab][bookmark: _LINE__2_ff61b9b7_e76b_4897_abf3_39e8e04][bookmark: _LINE__3_e53665df_dfe9_4a4a_92af_381cea5][bookmark: _LINE__4_21e5f440_77d8_442c_9555_cc905ea][bookmark: _LINE__5_20ecb861_aebe_459f_a3c4_765f830][bookmark: _LINE__6_76aef577_f7dc_471c_8f30_e64073b][bookmark: _LINE__7_06ad7363_c638_48ab_bac6_9acf2b6]The bill also directs the Secretary of State to seek from the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration a waiver of the engine compartment component of the pre-trip vehicle inspection skills testing requirement in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 383.113(a)(1)(i), known as "the under-the-hood" component, for commercial driver's license applicants seeking the school bus and passenger endorsements, as well as a waiver of the requirement in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 383.133(c)(1) that the State administer this portion of the pre-trip vehicle inspection skills test in accordance with a Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration pre-approved examiner manual.  The Secretary of State may seek additional waivers of requirements that the Secretary of State determines are unnecessary for operation of a school bus in this State.  The Secretary of State is directed to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation by December 3, 2025 on the progress in obtaining the waivers, as well as any related changes in federal law or regulations that may be pending or have taken place.
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