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An Act To Require the Department of Health and Human Services To Provide Assistance with Applications for Basic Necessities To Prevent Children Being Removed from Parental Custody
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An Act To Require the Department of Health and Human Services To Provide Assistance with Applications for Basic Necessities To Prevent Children Being Removed from Parental Custody
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e830d6f4_33d0_4eb7_84d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__61117ba1_72d1_4fdd_bea0_d3a99][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c63ec5de_d8f0_4b9a_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d972dd00_ddf1_4204_8d28_68f4fa3][bookmark: _PAR__1_be30fe9d_9bbd_4d0e_8d6c_972f0ce2][bookmark: _LINE__1_7e6f73e7_7503_4c7c_bcb9_d5b4c52]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_0ef16737_5487_4318_ad19_0c6e6224][bookmark: _LINE__15_2b15e0f5_7b3c_43b8_921e_e7f9bd][bookmark: _LINE__16_d791e035_4f21_4cdc_bbf4_443238][bookmark: _LINE__17_f36c12d7_72d5_4c45_9b85_2ba65d][bookmark: _LINE__18_d2ef37eb_0384_4e46_9bad_54fe65][bookmark: _LINE__19_d7769475_a8b0_47c3_9d7d_e529db]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to provide assistance with applying for basic necessities if a child is at risk of being removed from the home solely due to the parents having insufficient income and resources to provide those necessities and stipulates in law that the Legislature intends that children may not be removed from the custody of the parents solely due to economic deprivation.
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