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An Act to Prohibit Deceptive Pricing
L.D. 
An Act to Prohibit Deceptive Pricing
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ea1798fd_fd87_416a_826a_c6ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2cf84d35_4a14_45ea_9b3][bookmark: _PAR__4_5715ba08_4827_43b4_a752_fe260daa][bookmark: _LINE__4_74c62c99_e86b_4893_bb98_353dee8][bookmark: _LINE__5_947f412f_b207_4938_ac0b_1339177]It is a violation of this chapter for a person to advertise, display or offer a price for goods or services that do not include all mandatory fees or charges other than the following:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c74f3c08_a4f7_430d_ba5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1d86b50e_a4b4_45a6_ac91_d237][bookmark: _PAR__9_4a79910e_af09_4b5b_ac8c_f79c4c35][bookmark: _LINE__11_3c382e6b_9a5c_4785_acd1_4760d8][bookmark: _LINE__12_9807c6be_8867_463d_b3dc_a2f4ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e9099864_fd09_46bb_af][bookmark: _LINE__13_4ae385d2_b504_4b75_aae9_4ea1cc][bookmark: _LINE__14_ab128ed7_be1e_4846_a349_35dcfe][bookmark: _LINE__15_b79e8005_ea91_48c2_8ba1_26d3f6][bookmark: _LINE__16_ad4ffb1c_3787_4fd1_a101_2e6edc][bookmark: _LINE__17_e442883d_5a36_4a76_a0ee_697ef8][bookmark: _LINE__18_2f20a9e0_44b6_4917_8585_28ba72][bookmark: _LINE__19_23c8f093_60a9_489d_8586_fd9642][bookmark: _LINE__20_4130c60e_0caa_407b_a5d1_6fc29e][bookmark: _LINE__21_130ab5e9_07d8_49e5_bf5e_2b4558][bookmark: _LINE__22_961234cb_148d_485e_99a5_2b6afe][bookmark: _LINE__23_6456c502_753e_4331_a006_685104][bookmark: _LINE__24_547636bf_4ec2_48a8_8fc5_fa3816][bookmark: _LINE__25_a041dbe3_cee7_4e21_a471_1cbb40][bookmark: _LINE__26_3b458853_1948_47d3_b5b9_de8a1c][bookmark: _LINE__27_2711ad8a_7ed8_4184_be19_0b5a08][bookmark: _LINE__28_edfd7635_9786_4ef9_b23c_641586][bookmark: _LINE__29_efc9fb88_6f84_4099_b9f5_6b029c][bookmark: _LINE__30_0f909147_6911_48b9_a021_060275][bookmark: _LINE__31_ca2915eb_e1c8_47e9_b1da_136f03][bookmark: _LINE__32_f83c9cd2_c367_4719_9d95_3417d5][bookmark: _LINE__33_9971ce3f_7ee2_4eb8_9942_b91040][bookmark: _LINE__34_0891cf83_5f58_410f_997e_19297a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__319aeab4_efd6_4562_86][bookmark: _LINE__35_095f8f46_43f5_4b08_9e34_8e7377][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93c0fa62_32f3_4307_ba][bookmark: _LINE__36_0984e9b3_a511_453f_a2ec_7ae936][bookmark: _LINE__37_96009d7d_1c24_49f1_869a_69b1a8][bookmark: _LINE__38_1e0cd7fc_8e48_4314_b2fb_16464d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa61bd08_f3e0_4201_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f5b1ab34_b680_4241_bf][bookmark: _LINE__39_4060b1ae_b0ab_4b3b_b867_20d41c][bookmark: _LINE__40_9063b73b_130c_4012_8487_1c8f52][bookmark: _LINE__41_f75c1f06_b52f_46f0_b174_57ad8f][bookmark: _LINE__42_8ce67d8f_c2d0_4854_8b61_62d5b3]Whenever the Attorney General has reason to believe that a person is using or is about to use any method, act or practice declared by section 207 or 207-A to be unlawful, and that proceedings would be in the public interest, the Attorney General may bring an action in the name of the State against the person to restrain by temporary or permanent injunction the use of the method, act or practice and the court may make such other orders or judgments as may be necessary to restore to any person who has suffered any ascertainable loss by reason of the use or employment of the unlawful method, act or practice, any moneys or property, real or personal, that may have been acquired by means of the method, act or practice. At least 10 days prior to commencement of an action under this section, the Attorney General shall notify the person of the intended action, and give the person an opportunity to confer with the Attorney General in person or by counsel or other representative as to the proposed action. Notice must be given to the person by mail, postage prepaid, sent to the person's usual place of business, or if the person has no usual place of business, to the person's last known address. The Attorney General may proceed without notice as required by this section upon a showing of facts by affidavit of immediate irreparable harm to the consumers of the State. The action may be brought in the Superior Court of the county in which the person resides or has the person's principal place of business, or may be brought in the Superior Court of Kennebec County.  Those courts are authorized to issue temporary or permanent injunctions to restrain and prevent violations of this chapter. A district attorney or law enforcement officer, receiving notice of any alleged violation of this chapter, shall immediately forward written notice of the alleged violation with any other information that the attorney or officer may have to the office of the Attorney General. A person who violates the terms of an injunction issued under this section shall forfeit and pay to the State, to be applied in the carrying out of this chapter, a civil penalty fine of not more than $10,000 for each violation. For the purposes of this section, the court issuing the injunction retains jurisdiction, and the cause must be continued, and in such cases the Attorney General acting in the name of the State may petition for recovery of the civil penalty fine. In any action under this section where a permanent injunction is issued, the court may order the person against whom the permanent injunction has been issued to pay to the State the costs of the investigation of that person by the Attorney General and the costs of the suit, and the funds must accrue to the General Fund.
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