132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Require Parental Consent to Withhold Life-sustaining Measures for a Minor or to Comply with a Do-not-resuscitate Order for a Minor
L.D. 
An Act to Require Parental Consent to Withhold Life-sustaining Measures for a Minor or to Comply with a Do-not-resuscitate Order for a Minor
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e872f1c2_1c50_4c93_b194][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__51b3dd68_497e_4ce1_a39b_2b14][bookmark: _PAR__2_2d1fcb05_da8a_4e8e_a283_a424ac68][bookmark: _LINE__5_aa84a981_0ad4_4098_bcb4_806637a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7514651a_bb3b_49f4_ba5][bookmark: _LINE__6_be03ee07_e77b_4b6d_9b56_9e30c0c][bookmark: _LINE__7_d85e7823_443e_4a44_a441_b91ac3e][bookmark: _LINE__8_b8696dd6_5e55_482b_a05d_5b600fb][bookmark: _LINE__9_0adcd3a7_6f46_4d84_904a_68c3ddf][bookmark: _LINE__10_0ca39c9e_1e69_43ab_999f_ee20fb][bookmark: _LINE__11_6eadef40_97e3_4627_b75a_f0359e][bookmark: _LINE__12_5d27e248_6544_4c93_9f74_66927e]B.  Upon the request of a parent or legal guardian of a minor in the care of the health care practitioner, health care provider or facility, disclose verbally and in writing any policies of the health care practitioner, health care provider or facility regarding resuscitation, life-sustaining measures or measures considered nonbeneficial, ineffective, futile or inappropriate for patients or residents. This paragraph does not require a health care practitioner, health care provider or facility to have a policy regarding resuscitation, life-sustaining measures or measures considered nonbeneficial, ineffective, futile or inappropriate for patients or residents.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_9a0b39da_178a_4f0e_a8eb_779f3ff3][bookmark: _LINE__22_518e065c_1458_497a_b030_fa899b][bookmark: _LINE__23_b9f3a8b1_4c00_47f2_a692_764b33][bookmark: _LINE__24_442260b9_9b4d_42dc_bcd0_7fa919][bookmark: _LINE__25_8793c583_9341_4df2_a7cb_c22bdb][bookmark: _LINE__26_218dfd7a_19de_459f_a52e_ce8131][bookmark: _LINE__27_e04f7780_3103_41e0_b6bc_b8c06a][bookmark: _LINE__28_72de6515_e6c3_43c2_aa3f_348521][bookmark: _LINE__29_d6a5aa3a_6d8b_49d2_a658_fd412e][bookmark: _LINE__30_ea79af6d_55a3_404e_a011_7e6070][bookmark: _LINE__31_3a083550_ae57_4dbe_bed8_dd4382][bookmark: _LINE__32_966632a6_d375_456f_bd07_da7cd3][bookmark: _LINE__33_1977bcd6_3d58_45a5_b2f4_03eac2][bookmark: _LINE__34_809ce658_34bf_4fde_827a_584c33][bookmark: _LINE__35_1ff6a00d_ef2e_4264_9177_403017][bookmark: _LINE__36_de4ebdee_53f8_4bb2_abd7_04935c]This bill prohibits health care practitioners, health care providers and facilities such as nursing homes, hospitals and children's homes from withholding life-sustaining measures or instituting a do-not-resuscitate order for an unemancipated minor without the written consent of a parent or legal guardian of the minor. Health care practitioners, health care providers and facilities may not hinder a parent or legal guardian of a minor to seek another medical opinion or transfer the minor to another health care provider or facility and are required to continue providing life-sustaining measures until the transfer, continue to allow access to the minor and the minor's medical records and inform the parent or legal guardian of any policies regarding resuscitation, life-sustaining measures or measures considered nonbeneficial, ineffective, futile or inappropriate for patients or residents. The bill provides that there is a presumption that the continuation of life is in a minor's best interest and that the parental or legal guardian authority does not end and the authority of a court to order the withdrawal of life-sustaining measures from a minor does not take precedence over the objections of a parent or legal guardian of the minor unless there is destruction of the circulatory and respiratory systems and the entire brain of the minor.
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