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An Act to Reclassify Certain Offenses Under the Motor Vehicle Laws and Increase the Efficiency of the Criminal Justice System
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39c56ad1_29ba_4bd4_a0c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__028083d8_e81c_4efa_8b15_0b6d][bookmark: _PAR__15_e120b631_574d_4fa6_a709_43f4491][bookmark: _LINE__37_070992ac_99cb_4d10_bd48_cdf86a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8a0f2bb7_3c94_4379_89c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fcec5471_6668_4a28_a2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f6083f8b_b810_40e6_9f5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f45a0db0_7fd3_48cb_8ed][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9d78b581_83e2_44b1_a9f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9bd2b3ad_16dd_4031_84e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c9277643_60c9_4d59_afb][bookmark: _LINE__38_929ac6e5_6108_4a1c_bf95_7e396a]Violation of subsection 1, 1‑A, 1‑B, 1‑D or 3 is a strict liability crime as defined in Title 17‑A, section 34, subsection 4‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5b2b962d_6cf7_46dd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6905cd83_2faa_4eb0_a3a6_c][bookmark: _PAR__16_3030ad84_b398_483a_8e6b_ee282e2][bookmark: _LINE__39_7f6975dd_70af_4730_b740_0c4820][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__9735b756_ba1a_437f_8c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cd7171a6_a1e1_4428][bookmark: _LINE__40_775db9ea_4908_48e5_aab9_c0b563]Sec. A-7.  29-A MRSA §2104, as amended by PL 2015, c. 176, §5, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d8836716_7f5d_4174_b379_622b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__921be3de_3e09_4c1b_95b][bookmark: _PAR__12_d3af991a_e45f_4658_acfa_310b4e0][bookmark: _LINE__32_79647c90_9e3a_4678_a1c6_ce9bf5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__efe15bd8_42cf_41b9_9f]A violation of this paragraph is a traffic infraction;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f4b71f6b_251c_4c05][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4f992672_bf9c_4513_806a_4][bookmark: _PAR__13_13b4c43c_5508_4a75_adcf_c1fb561][bookmark: _LINE__33_dd24c439_299b_4709_b5fc_9f9427][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__3dfdbf82_d2e8_4eb5_82][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f29b70ba_6071_459c][bookmark: _LINE__34_e9ab1cd5_71e8_4f88_860e_2f5efe]Sec. A-10.  29-A MRSA §2412-A, sub-§1-A, as amended by PL 2009, c. 297, §1, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc6c3ac8_83ce_4bc0_a36][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ad67df7a_d891_4032_9270_0c98][bookmark: _PAR__14_fab85eec_b689_4fc8_91d9_0247b8e][bookmark: _LINE__35_67930d95_3536_4dff_9abe_5b4908][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dd05fff6_2f63_4bf8_ac][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cde31e31_7cc2_4e16_ad8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a677cbbb_9dbf_4cfe_9b][bookmark: _LINE__36_b0843349_7ed1_401a_a5c1_275911][bookmark: _LINE__37_0a72f8c4_ef2e_444f_ab34_a7037f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0c62564f_fc93_48cc_834][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7b1b4c22_84c8_4b9a_a3][bookmark: _LINE__38_a38fc302_1394_44ff_b407_e17c79]Except for an offense under subsection 8 or as otherwise provided a violation of paragraph A, operating while license suspended or revoked is a Class E crime, which is a strict liability crime as defined in Title 17‑A, section 34, subsection 4‑A, and is punishable pursuant to subsection 3.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4d768830_8f5a_4b49][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4c7d996f_c43e_41f5_9fde_6][bookmark: _PAR__15_037e0f64_3103_4b3c_a1c2_234b06e][bookmark: _LINE__39_8a6ec2b5_ccd9_468c_bc78_b7a440][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__d43c7fd8_7e08_4294_80][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__92075342_6621_43f1][bookmark: _LINE__40_42b3d88a_ea49_43b6_a095_ab3a51]Sec. A-11.  29-A MRSA §2412-A, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2009, c. 493, §3, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2905c42d_c49b_423d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2fb47baa_6a89_42f9_ba4e_8][bookmark: _PAGE__3_b37d5aca_bf80_4fc1_a133_cc232d2][bookmark: _PAR__1_bf0458c7_4fab_4c85_a55d_cd621456][bookmark: _LINE__1_ddbabb1a_56e2_47b2_b4f0_4410695][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__8f3a5a6f_e3f8_43e2_a0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__204aa740_311d_41a1][bookmark: _LINE__2_13c96e9e_5a17_4f11_94d1_8ebed29]Sec. A-12.  29-A MRSA §2417, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__c4048544_108e_40c1_84e4_3f68][bookmark: _PAR__2_e8c89649_3a01_41f3_9429_2bad8b16][bookmark: _LINE__3_91294ebc_ca4b_42e2_a465_edd20db][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__20438591_5261_4887_b82d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c154366d_711c_41cc_b8]§2417.  Suspended registration
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a1ac94b_3124_4fc0_846][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__97276c77_6ffd_4f78_8666_3432][bookmark: _PAR__3_964daac2_d394_40bc_a196_f8e4166a][bookmark: _LINE__4_f8173ba3_0ab5_4a2a_b35f_95ad7d1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1bcea38f_fc5a_49ac_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6acf974c_0e54_4ade_86][bookmark: _LINE__5_f16cc389_2933_4310_8ca3_f95854b]A person commits a Class E offense traffic infraction if that person operates or permits another to operate a vehicle when the registration of that vehicle is suspended or revoked.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__78224884_7ca5_4ae7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cbf36c85_8a38_4566_bc5d_0][bookmark: _PAR__4_e57883be_df67_4fe3_aa21_646ed78c][bookmark: _LINE__6_fafb8810_0bfb_4b2d_85c9_643b8c7][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__39d3d6c6_b0dc_4cf9_a8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6e0bbcf3_11d2_4a12][bookmark: _LINE__7_c19ae515_3f7d_42bc_8287_8624703]Sec. A-13.  29-A MRSA §2551-A, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2013, c. 381, Pt. B, §30, is further amended by amending subparagraph (4) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1bc968cd_71cf_4c77_9cf8_835][bookmark: _PAR__5_e2030de1_0427_4422_9c51_1294fd8d][bookmark: _LINE__8_75351496_a242_4b60_bbe9_a7fa59b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83b6ab42_03fa_484e_950c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e8870625_5451_421b_bf4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__34422c54_a7b9_4b4f_bc9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8260da42_14b8_4b18_8e][bookmark: _LINE__9_35a7e41d_ad7e_4bff_86bd_b75919a](4)  Operating after suspension or revocation, in violation of section 2412‑A, subsection 1-A, paragraph B, C or D;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2633fe47_3f16_4e85][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bca74bf5_3d2c_42fc_ad6a_e][bookmark: _PAR__6_a4e538b8_fb41_42ad_9216_a5d9f210][bookmark: _LINE__10_24b3ef4c_772b_4236_8345_922643][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__cda3dd61_1264_44fb_b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1679ed56_e7f0_4d6a][bookmark: _LINE__11_9dd1564a_4d6c_4cd9_911b_1a23eb]Sec. A-14.  29-A MRSA §2551-A, sub-§3, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 297, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5163c3f6_c36e_4b72_ab15][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1e673ba5_b82f_4650_83b3_4cbb][bookmark: _PAR__7_ea448284_7c33_41c1_a154_01c92ce9][bookmark: _LINE__12_f1a6eadf_cb55_46ec_b396_675312][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a8a918bd_c30d_4dcc_ad1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__928b7fe9_06fd_46ba_887][bookmark: _LINE__13_b58f4179_ef22_4929_9fd5_a7eaa8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1acc0655_fe09_44a6_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3709d399_cbc9_479a_87]D.  An adjudication for the traffic infraction of operating after suspension under section 2412‑A, subsection 8 1-A, paragraph A.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__dacdd2f4_2e7d_4e59_9a][bookmark: _BILL_PART__0b88333a_67bd_4dae_abe1_9ccf][bookmark: _PAR__8_eda75b71_7a14_48c6_8584_06ef3a80][bookmark: _LINE__14_6318ec50_c13c_4e7a_80da_99e77b][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__fa6d6b29_c419_4eec_a5]PART B
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5220eecd_e3e9_44dd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d085228a_b0d6_43cf_8204_f][bookmark: _PAR__9_aff07864_4cf4_44fe_b342_b24dbbde][bookmark: _LINE__15_68d7f764_443f_4059_a9fe_852200][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__2a4ab2d1_e9e2_4409_9a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d8434d01_d89c_4282][bookmark: _LINE__16_8153f198_68ad_4ac3_aa60_8241ab]Sec. B-1.  17-A MRSA §4-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 282, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d063eab_64d4_47b0_a3c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d510e518_ac7b_40d2_a072_aa6][bookmark: _PAR__10_ea3ff089_d4cf_4ddf_9539_118b839][bookmark: _LINE__17_1064f92e_4c33_4d96_871c_a23d50][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cc582e03_3898_4cac_8ec][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4bb897ef_5373_4259_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68f2119c_8e92_4de0_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__99c2bf3a_093e_4970_94][bookmark: _LINE__18_671a2914_8a49_483f_af5e_f3ffdd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4a892566_f459_4691_bb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__46302e0f_22c6_4caa_896]4.  Evidence obtained pursuant to an unlawful search and seizure shall is not be admissible in a civil violation proceeding arising under Title 22, section 2383.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4343e2d7_39fd_4cbf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a1fc24f1_a9d0_4291_a8a8_3][bookmark: _PAR__11_6f8c5c2e_6189_47c5_80cd_3cf0125][bookmark: _LINE__19_35f7c8b8_4b47_452a_acdf_dce13a][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__eeafc2c8_7615_4668_95][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b2eebbd7_b2e2_4272]Sec. B-2.  17-A MRSA §4-B, sub-§5 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c9bbe2a0_5d56_4811_b288][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__01f86fda_debb_4be3_b610_6de][bookmark: _PAR__12_34a52378_f9f5_42c2_90a8_e50e267][bookmark: _LINE__20_00098877_9b95_44c0_90a1_382f4b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a96afd9b_7e34_4051_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5bbf3c9b_3ec6_40c6_b28][bookmark: _LINE__21_84150756_e51f_433e_8e91_2b50a7][bookmark: _LINE__22_230bfede_f6c4_48d5_8905_802b16][bookmark: _LINE__23_f2a9d2f1_7199_4da4_9503_71b2ff]5.  A law enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that a violation of law has taken place or is taking place may make application for a search warrant in accordance with the applicable Maine Rules of Civil Procedure or Maine Rules of Unified Criminal Procedure.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__ce8e74a6_b7b8_4d17_af][bookmark: _BILL_PART__34c07984_5a34_4319_afee_66db][bookmark: _PAR__13_6938ed1e_d58b_485a_8a68_366a8e2][bookmark: _LINE__24_f2ddae99_3668_446d_a314_19a520][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__8aeb96f5_f97e_4dba_89]PART C
[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__4ffdbc5c_02ed_4328_ab][bookmark: _PAR__14_50418cd3_83f9_49cb_844f_74edf89][bookmark: _LINE__25_bdc9f9db_c0c2_4956_8f9d_55515a][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__8950c407_dea4_4727_af][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__948c9f4e_54ff_457c]Sec. C-1.  Effective date. This Act takes effect January 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ccf18ecb_52ce_4f4b_815d_1c2e60][bookmark: _PAR__15_db2d39bf_f0b6_4fa2_8a94_7a07c0c][bookmark: _LINE__26_44ffc308_3316_48a2_ae50_b2d546]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__16_5d3b8acf_3008_4d0f_b58a_9f246b9][bookmark: _LINE__27_57c3c978_d55b_4f1e_90bf_a7074b][bookmark: _LINE__28_011e6037_1e55_46a9_81dc_3118d1][bookmark: _LINE__29_02f169ee_508d_4d58_b4b7_d5153b][bookmark: _LINE__30_d80ff32b_6377_43fb_83d7_c298d1][bookmark: _LINE__31_e66ed22b_f2f7_4117_939b_85118b]Part A amends certain Maine motor vehicle laws in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, limiting the sentence for the crime of manufacturing or reproducing registration plates without the consent of the Secretary of State to a fine and changing some crimes to traffic infractions.  Crimes reduced to traffic infractions include certain violations of laws related to:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_ac84079c_d5da_44ff_bbcd_d3caa8b][bookmark: _LINE__32_29e240e4_5364_407c_b0db_2c3c10]1.  Motor vehicle registration certificates and plates and driver's licenses;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_4df2d08b_f340_4c38_92ee_21076b4][bookmark: _LINE__33_c34021d7_238d_4308_af02_b2accf][bookmark: _LINE__34_c3be86d6_2552_4321_bee2_32f2a8]2.  Removal of a vehicle without the consent of the owner or person in charge of the property where the vehicle is located;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_13d8aa2b_a8d9_49a7_b602_ce36695][bookmark: _LINE__35_2a57b247_1b6d_40aa_9e3e_4d9378][bookmark: _LINE__36_6db9af9e_27b5_4a4e_91e7_281f68]3.  Unlawful ownership or display of a revoked, fictitious or fraudulently altered driver's license or identification card;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_b14232c4_3aa6_4d26_99ed_ba97895][bookmark: _LINE__37_9c6afd24_0012_4228_8ab8_44357e]4.  Unlawful use of a driver's license or an identification card;
[bookmark: _PAR__21_4289a7a7_0e15_4c87_90e9_3463c39][bookmark: _LINE__38_50d47a22_666c_4418_9dcf_4d9e31]5.  Improper use of registration plates; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_30be534a_9777_4366_9999_b459f9e][bookmark: _PAR__1_34d559ed_1186_4442_908c_4c7dfaf6][bookmark: _LINE__1_ba1ca8ed_aae4_43d8_a629_4aeb72a]6.  Operating a motor vehicle while license or registration is suspended or revoked.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_840a2a7c_18e4_42aa_be55_6d02f68f][bookmark: _LINE__2_8483cd5d_1709_4c76_aa66_028f364][bookmark: _LINE__3_80722876_6a43_42c0_9b28_3cf81d0][bookmark: _LINE__4_aca15252_02df_45d8_ae66_e4920a8][bookmark: _LINE__5_3dfebb8b_3ecc_4d68_9a7e_0664c71][bookmark: _LINE__6_79a30bf7_abf7_4b96_80d3_59159c6][bookmark: _LINE__7_e05f47fa_a443_40c7_9bf5_ce86c9c]Part B amends the Maine Criminal Code provision governing civil violations to explicitly provide that evidence obtained pursuant to an unlawful search and seizure is not admissible in any civil violation proceeding, not just those arising from cannabis possession by a person under 21 years of age or possession of butyl nitrite or isobutyl nitrite, and to permit a law enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that a violation of the law has taken place or is taking place to make application for a search warrant.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2c3d9d65_2439_42d1_be62_efa7945c][bookmark: _LINE__8_ed2be5d4_4fce_4908_8641_beacaea]Part C establishes an effective date of January 1, 2024.
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