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An Act To Provide a Tax Credit for Family Caregivers
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__70feab20_353e_4a5b_9057][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e74d9d18_b60a_4d84_b3e1_2ec][bookmark: _PAR__4_50857745_d4a2_4bed_9787_473f6060][bookmark: _LINE__5_d7e3e1a1_ee96_4456_8596_7a552e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a3f02d5f_6b5b_47e8_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ab3dea7_f146_4918_9ee][bookmark: _LINE__6_e8409753_2875_4aa6_aa56_ce247fc][bookmark: _LINE__7_c9e798ab_16bd_4478_a268_91b5ea5][bookmark: _LINE__8_3219e97c_85b5_4128_8c07_02abc22][bookmark: _LINE__9_9d934879_5f93_4cd0_9d94_81737aa][bookmark: _LINE__10_4969b0c5_c162_46a3_a0b4_aa8049][bookmark: _LINE__11_0e93284c_74dc_41aa_893a_1ba772]1.  Respite Care Fund; purpose.  The Respite Care Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established in the department and administered by the department for the purpose of providing short-term respite care for persons with Alzheimer's disease and other dementias.  This respite care may include short-term in-home care, nursing or residential care facility stays, hospital or adult day care or home modifications.  The department also may use the fund to carry out the purposes of the National Family Caregiver Support Program authorized under 42 United States Code, Chapter 35, Subchapter III, Part E.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2676aa32_7832_409c_b04a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__53dba2e5_e74b_4096_b0a0_69d][bookmark: _PAR__5_b7daa677_0316_4101_8116_efa1b199][bookmark: _LINE__12_c420c419_83ae_4c79_b2a9_b36504][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__66cd762f_b412_4dbf_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6c57e265_17c0_4fa4_a03][bookmark: _LINE__13_4c741102_245a_4c2a_8102_4a872c][bookmark: _LINE__14_95e7b48c_c597_4c26_b4b7_95c1c4][bookmark: _LINE__15_6d128b2f_453b_4f3d_8489_dd9b3e][bookmark: _LINE__16_662dbcda_ec80_43da_8c4d_937ae8][bookmark: _LINE__17_1d920c13_e31f_4551_a07c_65a604][bookmark: _LINE__18_7c12780e_6801_42de_a63e_697456][bookmark: _LINE__19_2d2dd84a_22c0_4c34_ba30_473571][bookmark: _LINE__20_98f126e9_b16a_4ab2_9229_f95610][bookmark: _LINE__21_66c3706c_3fbe_4b9a_a1cc_6b6c4c][bookmark: _LINE__22_4a2a4cb1_f7c8_40fe_be7d_7c2c72]2.  Family caregiver program; income tax credit; certification.  Beginning January 1, 2022, in addition to the purposes specified in subsection 1, the fund also may be used to cover the costs of a family caregiver program including services to family caregivers and the income tax credit provided in Title 36, section 5218-B for family caregivers providing care to consumers determined eligible under this section in accordance with rules adopted by the department. An eligible family caregiver may choose annually to receive either services provided under the program or the family caregiver credit. If an eligible family caregiver chooses to receive the family caregiver credit, the department, or its designee, shall certify to the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Revenue Services by January 15th each year beginning in 2022 that the family caregiver is eligible for this credit.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6d51153_5fe8_46d4_ae33][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5e8d8d07_6325_433b_b8bf_299][bookmark: _PAR__7_fcae6b65_7396_44d8_bbed_859692c8][bookmark: _LINE__29_20d7914b_0004_4cb6_8252_15e8d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e475e484_91b1_4044_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4d8bd61a_48e2_4225_839][bookmark: _LINE__30_e3db094a_f99f_4eba_9e35_44c87b][bookmark: _LINE__31_01e0dc10_33d9_4bc5_92b3_28691d][bookmark: _LINE__32_ef9fefb5_a0c5_42b2_8b16_11c625][bookmark: _LINE__33_a1ab075b_cd8c_4b9a_8c22_bb0baf][bookmark: _LINE__34_5a6e97f5_088d_4d09_ab45_d08f9b][bookmark: _LINE__35_f977f3e3_234a_40b0_9046_5f7494][bookmark: _LINE__36_3a9cd517_bf41_4305_9a29_aa2d73][bookmark: _LINE__37_d5a3ad37_177e_4b89_9dda_9a728f][bookmark: _LINE__38_856a9896_4558_466f_8469_09b26b]4.  Stakeholder group; evaluation; reports.  The department shall convene a stakeholder group no later than October 1, 2021 to assist in carrying out the purpose of this section, evaluating the effect of the family caregiver program and contributing to the content of the annual report under this subsection.  The stakeholder group must include representatives of area agencies on aging, consumers, family caregivers, providers of in-home and community support services, nursing facilities, residential care services and advocacy organizations for the elderly.  The department shall submit an annual report no later than January 1st of each year beginning in 2022 to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters and taxation matters.  The annual report must include the following:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ef217eec_baf7_4f59_a658][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f95da9ae_a0ae_4a25_98c2_68f][bookmark: _PAR__11_bfb28588_5438_481b_a36b_14df0fb][bookmark: _LINE__23_2656b41d_0350_4283_be7a_bb2019][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dfc88ce3_6f3f_42f3_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea575303_153c_4d97_917][bookmark: _LINE__24_4a0d8655_be44_49cf_a63e_43cf2e][bookmark: _LINE__25_5d0c4cda_dc2e_4578_ad42_73daf8][bookmark: _LINE__26_6ad243ae_c99a_4adc_b85e_6305ee][bookmark: _LINE__27_31a10fcc_a659_44da_844b_56be27][bookmark: _LINE__28_f899f40b_5431_415d_92a6_436dc7][bookmark: _LINE__29_aef79513_8b19_4f51_ae79_986b8b][bookmark: _LINE__30_ead9f9eb_9250_4d98_a52b_b2a974][bookmark: _LINE__31_123a2d29_4131_4492_80ff_7f1200]2.  Credit for part-year resident taxpayer.  For tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2022, a family caregiver certified by the Department of Health and Human Services or its designee under Title 22, section 7308, subsection 2 who is a part-year resident taxpayer is allowed a refundable credit of $2,000, multiplied by a ratio, the numerator of which is the individual's income as modified by section 5122 for that portion of the taxable year during which the individual was a resident plus the individual's income from sources within this State, as determined under section 5142, for that portion of the taxable year during which the individual was a nonresident and the denominator of which is the individual's entire income, as modified by section 5122.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_caf88324_4adf_4871_9ad6_99889211][bookmark: _LINE__2_f810b850_7677_4ea7_92a4_09ff7f6][bookmark: _LINE__3_a5bc5c1d_bf72_4ad4_aa84_b06b705][bookmark: _LINE__4_9b5a0998_911b_42c1_8b57_0373d17][bookmark: _LINE__5_86352d5c_3c6b_4860_bb97_6c2e8ee][bookmark: _LINE__6_fdc0cca7_ccba_4281_9698_7ac447c][bookmark: _LINE__7_efd6a274_26d3_486b_84f3_01d84e8][bookmark: _LINE__8_aaffbbe2_a0b5_4e11_bed9_d852334][bookmark: _LINE__9_8ec2675a_a08b_4b4f_ab5b_079410f][bookmark: _LINE__10_44b86dcb_63b0_43b6_9d0a_0fb924][bookmark: _LINE__11_140c68a1_eecf_46c2_8e70_3c20dd][bookmark: _LINE__12_16e283da_f88e_4550_a712_dadb12][bookmark: _LINE__13_0a8179fe_cceb_4d9a_bce8_6ec1fb][bookmark: _LINE__14_0a5b324c_9eef_47cd_ba9f_91a4ea]This bill expands the role of the Department of Health and Human Services with respect to the Respite Care Fund to include services for family caregivers.  It provides a refundable income tax credit of $2,000 for certified family caregivers and permits eligible family caregivers to choose to receive services or a tax credit.  It requires the department, by routine technical rulemaking, to prescribe the details of eligibility for family caregiver services and the tax credit within the context of the Respite Care Fund and the National Family Caregiver Support Program.  The bill requires the department to establish a stakeholder group to assist in carrying out the purposes of the family caregiver program, evaluating the effect of the program and assisting with the compilation of an annual report.  The bill requires that revenue losses to the General Fund attributable to the family caregiver income tax credit be reimbursed from the Respite Care Fund and provides that aggregate expenditures under the Respite Care Fund may not exceed $5,000,000 annually excluding existing funds and federal revenue.
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