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An Act to Establish the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Program in Order to Provide Funding for Students Attending Certain Private Schools and Students Receiving Home Instruction
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__be957592_b8fa_4fdb_9c79_55e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aa4e9723_79a8_4eed_8f4][bookmark: _PAR__9_b74c026f_7e1e_4e4c_a488_933c659e][bookmark: _LINE__14_fe2817c6_29e1_42f3_9a07_329561][bookmark: _LINE__15_b05ce1d3_4824_4880_b41e_9e8b95]The Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Program is established to provide hope accounts for qualifying expenses in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5e2918cd_adb7_40d0_9468][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__70d60bd7_03b6_4f13_ae1b_47e][bookmark: _PAR__10_68209561_b6b9_4ec9_8f1c_9887f8d][bookmark: _LINE__16_bc28878a_dd65_4c35_b153_8c8386][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c496f6dc_3a63_46f8_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39dde315_3752_428b_b2c][bookmark: _LINE__17_6931cdc4_2cfd_4faa_b5ca_5879c5]1. Definitions.  As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b6ff2a09_6026_4670_8940][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__05ed2109_1fcd_4709_85bd_6ded][bookmark: _PAR__11_7d137cb5_5ae3_4433_bbe0_50dc7c8][bookmark: _LINE__18_f9edf90b_29fa_4927_99b9_abbe38][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0e9c9725_b5c8_4246_b7b][bookmark: _LINE__19_2620036d_8422_4b70_b896_e33801]A. "Board" means the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Board established in subsection 2.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b5522d4e_e968_4540_b1aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__afc81f43_123a_4d94_9f58_cec3][bookmark: _PAR__12_b832e596_7227_4546_8dee_b7996f9][bookmark: _LINE__20_9251a365_f2a7_48d5_993a_a650ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f613fffe_1d2b_41bf_8c9][bookmark: _LINE__21_3952eaa6_8cf0_4385_aad4_807f27]B. "Hope account" means an account established under the program to be used for qualifying expenses in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb05db72_a705_48e6_ba71][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__631bf44e_1d93_47a0_bbb5_cf8f][bookmark: _PAR__13_b7f58c34_41b8_470f_bce8_591d607][bookmark: _LINE__22_3e41d65f_3e08_4540_bf7b_21cf0b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e54c9e7_9887_4071_853][bookmark: _LINE__23_7edf5946_ee61_4bde_b830_d71517]C.  "Program" means the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Program established in this chapter.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eb0a4aec_da19_49b8_b7f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__97504897_0215_4e2c_a106_d473][bookmark: _PAR__15_6c148151_1907_40d8_bfbd_b52d80e][bookmark: _LINE__26_9ebd2316_6cc4_4e89_9490_01efaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__48d61b75_af49_4a94_946][bookmark: _LINE__27_ba1cc608_bac8_442b_bbbe_6615de]E. "Qualified school" means a private school approved for attendance purposes pursuant to chapter 117.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9809b282_abea_4220_b5d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__64f978df_5e9b_4742_b501_3bb1][bookmark: _PAR__16_87f45d83_d9af_41de_be7e_d20a267][bookmark: _LINE__28_d1e4b895_c46d_4a46_a0a8_32d3c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__394f6d20_51dc_458b_9a9][bookmark: _LINE__29_a2301689_6759_4565_b5d9_707b5e]F. "Qualified student" means a person eligible to enroll in a public school within the State in accordance with section 5001-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b022042c_2fc2_4fde_879c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__940f2d60_baae_4361_9828_fa01][bookmark: _PAR__17_667274dc_7304_4068_9275_bfa0075][bookmark: _LINE__30_2b174436_c37f_4c06_9952_371d4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__06ab5d3d_8f9c_45e3_975][bookmark: _LINE__31_d7b822bc_555e_40c9_9285_b7704a]G.  "Qualifying expense" means an approved expense incurred in direct connection with attendance at a qualified school or a student's educational experience.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__941af369_1f5d_4cc5_adab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__51d45630_052a_4b58_a8db_c3f][bookmark: _PAR__18_621eff38_c93d_4269_a393_5b248f7][bookmark: _LINE__32_971dc909_bd6d_4487_9611_0a6025][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ac64c8d7_2125_494d_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b5bcd424_9f61_4211_abb][bookmark: _LINE__33_d7fb0f97_9987_4164_9c2c_1acfa6][bookmark: _LINE__34_c543ce43_dad6_4541_8f2b_15d41c]2. Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Board.  The Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Board, as established in Title 5, section 12004C, subsection 10, is established to administer the program in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ba38acbb_0a74_4152_99ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__823b7c44_f17e_4c44_9688_c557][bookmark: _PAR__19_f7bff6e9_346e_4a26_8619_9ff9bb8][bookmark: _LINE__35_fcd14e7c_3db4_46c8_889d_330e24][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66a53409_e862_48ba_b9a]A. The board is composed of the following 9 members:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c4056617_5f0e_4967_a9f3_798][bookmark: _PAR__20_e0a95af0_91d3_4fdc_8fe6_7d5bc61][bookmark: _LINE__36_3274c2f5_1eac_4de5_9213_181afd][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eeced781_e30d_4dcf_a6e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cc50b841_afb4_4994_a07](1) The Treasurer of State, who serves as the chair of the board;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bff6b14d_77bd_480e_a7e4_559][bookmark: _PAR__21_b1939f71_e7b5_41cc_b482_661b294][bookmark: _LINE__37_9d6ed424_ab4d_4c5c_beff_dccbb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__de8a3c93_22af_4f07_a9fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33014a1a_5a55_4761_80e](2) The State Auditor or the State Auditor's designee;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5ac2b9a7_94b7_4aae_bb39_bb5][bookmark: _PAGE__2_6920074b_5e71_46a2_9e76_bc59bb5][bookmark: _PAR__1_fc393304_2f54_4618_81f9_cb65e307][bookmark: _LINE__1_0b083062_b65a_4fcc_805e_814825e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb986e6b_80f8_474f_8f4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__05d45d5a_8df9_4e17_ba0](3) The Attorney General;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3e64443a_3979_4154_9e6f_078][bookmark: _PAR__2_1198775d_dfc8_4638_b4c0_ae678baf][bookmark: _LINE__2_b05809ad_3b93_49ef_a17e_38d26c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__090d81fa_1a7c_4acb_935f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5020d9ff_bfeb_4361_83a](4) The Commissioner of Education;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__502e31f9_d8f4_4f97_b1d0_382][bookmark: _PAR__3_7d16c56e_68ab_4d31_975c_85f232e8][bookmark: _LINE__3_b45f6785_c970_4987_8a37_218f143][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8b85a379_1563_4f41_984b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__34f206dc_efca_4c2e_b9f](5) The Chancellor of the University of Maine System;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__77d89825_6038_40a3_814b_a7a][bookmark: _PAR__4_7623442c_9d4e_4b08_b032_d7def894][bookmark: _LINE__4_f914eb1c_a154_4c00_9fe7_2aedaeb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2f6768bd_98d3_4b1f_8641][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a45237cb_9de3_4233_b4c][bookmark: _LINE__5_88087e60_cce4_459f_b971_5ba2494][bookmark: _LINE__6_14d201c4_da92_4b97_b1e0_9c82b1d](6) One of the chairs of the Permanent Commission on the Status of Racial, Indigenous and Tribal Populations, as established in Title 5, section 12004-J, subsection 19, selected by the commission; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__455d6249_d439_46cb_85f4_d0f][bookmark: _PAR__5_f5557206_2a22_4236_a74f_af42e331][bookmark: _LINE__7_13157957_e6fd_4260_94d4_cdd57b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d3d5000b_1241_403c_a07f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73a9213e_cf3f_496a_a25][bookmark: _LINE__8_1e8d5089_ec8e_437c_a68e_a615884](7) Three residents of the State who have children who have not attained 21 years of age, appointed for 3-year terms by the Governor.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3e846013_21c8_4a2e_8ab3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__38b6ab09_9dd6_4724_b289_9478][bookmark: _PAR__6_d1dc8d39_a09c_4156_872b_f1916b36][bookmark: _LINE__9_c93678d8_af5e_47a2_94de_6d13e97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dca26b3c_fb14_49b0_bb4][bookmark: _LINE__10_f079899b_4cc7_45cc_982e_8f793b]B.  The board, with the assistance of the department, shall administer the program in accordance with this chapter.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b67ebc4f_9002_4cf1_8dd3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7eb1ac7d_3a9e_4644_8c69_a0e8][bookmark: _PAR__7_2ea1e6eb_d096_42a8_93ea_51d6177b][bookmark: _LINE__11_2b42cbed_e6b4_4ef8_a9f0_ef3ef1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b48c2aa0_b13b_4c25_a3a][bookmark: _LINE__12_f172a9c1_c75c_486d_8542_def24d][bookmark: _LINE__13_da4b44d6_2c2a_4379_921a_a2c7a7][bookmark: _LINE__14_f24ff29c_3ae7_4676_84ba_c8929c]C.  The board may take all actions necessary to successfully administer the program in accordance with applicable laws, including, but not limited to, executing contracts, employing personnel, engaging the services of private consultants, actuaries, auditors, counsel or managers and adopting rules necessary to administer the program. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3639ed1d_6003_4aeb_bd05][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f3bf1dcf_016f_480c_a864_f0e][bookmark: _PAR__8_cf45028a_bff4_4e92_ae99_33964821][bookmark: _LINE__15_7dafa48b_683c_4a5b_8f75_ef7365][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9073eaab_cc64_42b0_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fe69b42b_5d89_4c55_b7b]3.  Establish hope accounts.  The board shall establish hope accounts as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__69940585_994e_4df2_a890][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__37c244d4_64dc_446b_9365_0829][bookmark: _PAR__9_de7b2ff7_0925_4fde_bc9e_89f15da3][bookmark: _LINE__16_7e51ca40_3cd2_49ec_9ecc_7f82f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e17fb30_ad04_46e6_950][bookmark: _LINE__17_8777fd3d_4291_4027_8444_109ea7]A.  The board by rule shall establish an application process for a parent of a qualified student to request the establishment of a hope account.  The board:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5de87d83_a381_4971_b4e5_c90][bookmark: _PAR__10_f369ffa2_f916_4451_a3f5_d4f4b53][bookmark: _LINE__18_d5093253_cf7d_4653_94b4_162743][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9a141f6d_49a8_4a62_aa31][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a1e3d67_4a72_49d1_8bc][bookmark: _LINE__19_1f46af2f_6330_4174_80ab_a09c1b][bookmark: _LINE__20_dbe89582_83ba_413d_8444_eb818d][bookmark: _LINE__21_2812c29f_3561_4af4_a61c_1564b1](1)  May establish a hope account for a qualified student only if the qualified student will be receiving education provided by a qualified school or receiving home instruction under section 5001-A, subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (4);
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9048b549_fde1_45e8_91cc_0ad][bookmark: _PAR__11_d63e5e1d_a777_4a0c_a133_f044490][bookmark: _LINE__22_84ad3782_b7d0_46fb_b610_dcbe58][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__433ad4a2_e7ca_4267_abbd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__562744ad_3064_4da0_aaf][bookmark: _LINE__23_f7453552_ab4b_4d10_95ed_24d7f0][bookmark: _LINE__24_80667046_8a9e_4bc4_8761_3cd937][bookmark: _LINE__25_00fb7047_3a60_42f7_a464_2c00bf](2)  May establish a hope account for a qualified student who will be receiving education provided by a qualified school but who will receive some education through a public school as long as the majority of the qualified student's education is being provided by a qualified school; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9f86b6f3_8879_4c9e_a978_fc5][bookmark: _PAR__12_3f26c94c_d151_447a_b3f2_6fe3270][bookmark: _LINE__26_6aeb03bf_786c_4be6_98e2_3e22bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dcfb95f8_d90d_43fa_95b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__71de21a2_6790_45d2_a60][bookmark: _LINE__27_8fd21d53_84c0_4632_a696_ccaa74](3)  May establish a hope account for a qualified student whose parent has agreed to use the qualified student's hope account only for qualifying expenses.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96597423_6de2_464d_800b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__29e3b496_277d_40b3_bdcc_7097][bookmark: _PAR__13_1db377b5_650a_4489_9f67_0e3e3fb][bookmark: _LINE__28_a65c45b4_3efd_484e_9e25_10f445][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7a712fad_d382_476f_a28][bookmark: _LINE__29_4d0dea11_d9c5_497c_b242_7544ff][bookmark: _LINE__30_246fb4be_9f41_47b4_8427_3abcd7]B.  The board may authorize private financial management entities to manage hope accounts established under this subsection and may establish reasonable fees for services that a private financial management entity may charge to a hope account.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47dcc882_f587_419b_971c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f8558b64_dea5_48cc_b771_7ff][bookmark: _PAR__14_e9d1e9ab_71a5_4cff_86b0_d90b2f9][bookmark: _LINE__31_9e13a098_817d_4dee_b3da_278a84][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8bc29415_6609_496d_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d0f4529_0138_4af0_b00][bookmark: _LINE__32_bb11afb3_92bb_4039_b03e_7f42d9][bookmark: _LINE__33_5e83051a_f8ca_4480_96c2_e0c8a5][bookmark: _LINE__34_b39b3101_bd03_41d4_93c2_3362ff]4.  Renewal, carry-over and closure.  The board may annually renew a hope account and deposit funds into the hope account if the parent of a qualified student for whom a hope account was established under subsection 3 applies for a renewal and the board finds that the requirements of this subsection and rules adopted under this chapter have been met.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f24185cc_c97f_4e73_997c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__222ef5f9_ec55_4b88_962e_7ebf][bookmark: _PAR__15_66709cc0_9b3c_498b_b285_331a80a][bookmark: _LINE__35_6bfaf217_569c_49eb_9560_06fe1a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e2f9b62a_d9c5_4de8_8a5][bookmark: _LINE__36_0228f828_e787_43c2_ad03_b7c078]A.  Unspent funds in a hope account that is renewed remain in the hope account and may be used in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b682f423_a4e7_4d3b_9c17][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9df2151a_49d4_4bf3_b41a_f0a0][bookmark: _PAR__16_472ba6b2_537a_4aee_875e_809851f][bookmark: _LINE__37_56c84d9b_a31d_4338_b91c_37abd0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b1ac738_f98c_46db_b30]B. To qualify for a renewal of a hope account, the qualified student must:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5822ca47_ff30_4cd9_b841_847][bookmark: _PAR__17_d1994de9_af28_4265_88b5_a7fbb35][bookmark: _LINE__38_6443df63_9309_406b_a395_d093b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__81c26566_e631_4271_a313][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d8af543_7698_49eb_956](1) Be a resident of this State;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d3a8f0ec_df09_480e_98a3_679][bookmark: _PAR__18_2722875d_c6cb_42d1_95c2_96f8275][bookmark: _LINE__39_35cad72b_92d8_4b98_9e89_1124dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3a5323c_6636_4db1_a828][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d23b5bca_1c30_48ac_b8c](2) Have not attained 21 years of age;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2cc984cc_9fe1_4255_a1e6_def][bookmark: _PAR__19_37cdd200_754b_4d09_9458_c8b7e4a][bookmark: _LINE__40_391eae51_3b77_41a5_b6fa_1980a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c7893bb5_b733_4811_9a4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73c78a1d_1d56_49c4_b1d](3) Have not successfully completed a secondary education;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__786c6132_c327_4f65_8184_0c0][bookmark: _PAGE__3_64f7729d_cec5_4bfd_8a17_3c61dce][bookmark: _PAR__1_01ca3a98_832e_4560_9d5f_6e67ce9b][bookmark: _LINE__1_07c5f120_d77e_494b_a272_c3d84b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b06c5184_ee93_4789_a1ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9abdefa9_fa80_4a59_a5b][bookmark: _LINE__2_6f318647_ec30_4df4_8a01_f4b678d][bookmark: _LINE__3_8d37adfd_4ffb_41ac_b84a_44f8ebf][bookmark: _LINE__4_d8f57174_74de_469f_9aa8_b3c904f][bookmark: _LINE__5_dc926107_7522_4ccc_9e12_994d5e6][bookmark: _LINE__6_a80a9339_f01c_43fc_919a_bea84a8][bookmark: _LINE__7_fe7daac8_29f8_4b9c_8ff4_a0a586a](4) If enrolled in a qualified school, have met the educational standards and requirements of that qualified school and be in good standing, as demonstrated by certification from the qualified school, except that, if the qualified student is in an individualized education plan, the qualified student must have met minimum educational standards established by the department by rule either by achieving specified results on a national norm-referenced achievement test or by certification by a certified teacher; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__aa202803_2c96_464b_b115_42e][bookmark: _PAR__2_f741c7af_0808_4a64_97ce_813e6210][bookmark: _LINE__8_49d84512_8fae_4cde_a94a_1483446][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1d7721ba_07c8_4950_a182][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e71a77c1_ebaf_4585_80c][bookmark: _LINE__9_9c65a668_1195_4f60_9f3a_dce4e4f][bookmark: _LINE__10_85205971_7695_4edb_b621_c52c38][bookmark: _LINE__11_c0c8e9bf_8a11_4d10_bfbd_08696e](5)  If not enrolled in a qualified school, agree to show academic progress through a standardized achievement test, an approved national norm-referenced achievement test or, if eligible, have demonstrated academic progress under section 5001-A, subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (4), division (b).
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6bca8377_fd7b_4d26_867a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6b8d46b9_b5d0_451e_8a60_3ec7][bookmark: _PAR__3_a3276616_f747_4ff7_afd8_b26a030b][bookmark: _LINE__12_9142edd3_3003_476c_8b9a_29f2f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ffe3226d_9c0a_4d2b_aa7][bookmark: _LINE__13_61fe1f21_b9ee_4ff7_a8f2_b5ef2d][bookmark: _LINE__14_6e810ad7_fa4f_4a6c_b48f_5ab5ee][bookmark: _LINE__15_71f174a2_39a6_4126_a974_fd04d5][bookmark: _LINE__16_f24dc7a1_1c68_4676_ae9f_fad792]C.  If a parent of a qualified student for whom a hope account was established does not apply for a renewal or the board finds that the requirements of this section or rules adopted under this chapter have not been met, the board shall close the hope account and transfer all funds in the hope account to the State Controller, who shall transfer these funds to the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e81381ee_e986_41ea_9993][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__537de840_5706_46fb_bf8b_326][bookmark: _PAR__4_f5f7a80a_0235_4f6d_a663_709959d8][bookmark: _LINE__17_83c8bda9_fc74_46c7_8e9f_291b9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e0a61361_486f_4aeb_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dfdcfee7_8852_49b5_91d]5.  Funding and oversight.  The board shall oversee hope accounts as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__933f71ec_6948_4b3a_86c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ccd84653_3cf7_4990_923a_05ae][bookmark: _PAR__5_cb9e9500_c94a_443c_a042_da18d707][bookmark: _LINE__18_3d0d3e0d_e1f4_4445_9d0b_89d5ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4bf005a3_d766_4001_9b4][bookmark: _LINE__19_921ac682_771c_4136_ae65_f5f198][bookmark: _LINE__20_9272c1c6_66a2_4aa5_9166_77b9ee][bookmark: _LINE__21_9bf1e3d9_8a44_45c5_a7f2_ca7ca8][bookmark: _LINE__22_6a0fc99c_1e56_4666_9c90_311e53][bookmark: _LINE__23_640dc672_a68d_477c_803e_b19c69][bookmark: _LINE__24_50b8a27d_714a_45ea_9543_9379c4][bookmark: _LINE__25_317ad85f_52e3_4833_96c5_09cc6b][bookmark: _LINE__26_397daaba_b4e4_49ea_a966_2f2730][bookmark: _LINE__27_61edeb67_909b_4b28_afaf_70ae64][bookmark: _LINE__28_e7233323_69e9_4bf2_8100_659820]A.  Each year, the board shall direct the department to deposit into each active hope account 90% of the state subsidy, as defined in section 15672, subsection 31-A, attributable to the qualified student for whom the hope account is established that would otherwise have been provided to the qualified student's school administrative unit under chapter 606-B.  The department shall also direct that school administrative unit to deposit into the hope account 90% of the school administrative unit's required contribution to the school administrative unit's total cost of education attributable to that qualified student.  The department shall calculate these amounts and shall allocate the state funds to the extent possible in a manner consistent with the schedules applicable to state subsidy payments pursuant to section 15689-B.  New funds may not be deposited in a hope account after the qualified student graduates from high school.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c9da2fac_6b59_4e61_9cf7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d9e8e8d1_696a_414f_9d59_d618][bookmark: _PAR__6_b3fc45b4_5579_4b12_b808_8bcc2140][bookmark: _LINE__29_c8cb5285_f6e5_4b35_bd5e_18e3e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a762c9b_f124_445f_858][bookmark: _LINE__30_310804e3_365a_4f77_9f9d_3abb04][bookmark: _LINE__31_a22253e5_00ac_46bb_96f2_4739a5]B.  The board may receive for and use to pay the costs of administering this chapter up to 3% of the state subsidy attributable to the qualified student for whom a hope account is established.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b75319ba_cac9_44dd_92a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__87482252_b74d_476d_8c30_8a54][bookmark: _PAR__7_f2aeae80_991b_47ff_ab16_684e2a82][bookmark: _LINE__32_01a533c2_8e75_4655_8c4f_3eb612][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__302dce19_a964_4341_90c][bookmark: _LINE__33_02d2692c_4dd1_45d9_ae3a_7f849b][bookmark: _LINE__34_ec000ac8_f4ab_4d9b_8092_59479e][bookmark: _LINE__35_c9a46e14_f560_4311_ac8a_b6b4ef]C.  The board shall establish and administer a hope account in a manner that allows the parent of the qualified student for whom the hope account is established to expend funds in the account only for the following qualifying expenses, and the parent may use funds in the hope account only to pay for the following qualifying expenses:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bf12bd5e_8728_4495_a873_9b1][bookmark: _PAR__8_47807a2b_142d_4ca0_9cfb_8d9b1de9][bookmark: _LINE__36_14800112_660f_4419_8f4d_5763f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__39018f3a_71d5_4d92_80d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f6ff505a_e4c0_4315_bcd][bookmark: _LINE__37_bbf23dc5_6629_4eee_a59b_ca174d][bookmark: _LINE__38_577be4e4_0e11_4d6c_8bf6_b8637a](1) Services provided by a public school, including, but not limited to, individual classes, extracurricular or after-school activities and programs and summer educational programs;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3da20f65_a542_4f6b_afce_ec3][bookmark: _PAR__9_d4a6b745_c619_4094_bcf4_e908eee4][bookmark: _LINE__39_24886c37_0d6e_4a9e_9a2c_4f8791][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d162a718_c658_4ae7_a924][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a904a651_22a6_483d_ab9](2) Tuition or fees at a qualified school;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9e466353_cade_4721_9271_043][bookmark: _PAR__10_d000a266_88a0_40e6_ba29_0296707][bookmark: _LINE__40_fcfe9df1_d5f5_4079_b32e_566051][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c0c9ac6_6d91_4b8b_8879][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4504fc99_5f4d_4ccc_bfd](3) Textbooks required by a qualified school;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__af0f6391_252a_4058_9a2e_682][bookmark: _PAR__11_b64ed52b_c675_4ee0_ab75_a2d83cf][bookmark: _LINE__41_eb4dd2d6_d28e_4733_8549_3e8b09][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__603948f7_1dec_4733_b54d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4b5a555f_6fe3_4edc_a48][bookmark: _LINE__42_6121810f_ac6a_42e5_b7c3_261ff7][bookmark: _LINE__43_6d46f0a1_d9cf_4f5c_8d02_df3b1f][bookmark: _LINE__44_af983070_3a74_427d_aa6e_449667][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a52a7dea_c3f0_49c0_bf34_f9f][bookmark: _PAGE__4_6ac906df_7884_414e_b337_6d7daea][bookmark: _PAR__1_1c1e5eb0_96de_4b45_a063_f5c398c2][bookmark: _LINE__1_e4ceb4fc_ad87_484a_a760_b87e782][bookmark: _LINE__2_e4e66d62_852a_4c0c_889d_d72cbb6][bookmark: _LINE__3_64bea835_c263_4769_a56f_4a184d3][bookmark: _LINE__4_b10bfdba_b423_4e70_841b_59f4e61](4) Basic educational supplies, including, but not limited to, paper, writing implements and computer hardware and technological devices primarily used for an educational purpose. For the purposes of this subparagraph, "computer hardware and technological devices" includes calculators, personal computers, laptops, tablet devices, microscopes, telescopes and printers and does not include entertainment and other primarily noneducational devices such as televisions, telephones, video game consoles and accessories and home theater and audio equipment; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__378f8fc3_c83a_487a_9e24_93b][bookmark: _PAR__2_dc2eba30_d4ca_4bf7_b81e_baff3409][bookmark: _LINE__5_626057a5_1293_446c_9cd1_c3b0649][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47cb058b_83d4_49e7_8fca][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6f61932_9523_4365_a8a][bookmark: _LINE__6_6e7377f0_49c3_42ca_b18b_40af130](5) Tutoring or teaching services provided by an individual or a facility accredited by a state, regional or national accrediting organization;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f17e8a89_af4e_4180_aa00_2a6][bookmark: _PAR__3_59139dbd_7f9d_4408_921d_f28bb9aa][bookmark: _LINE__7_4c2c2912_51e6_4aec_a96b_f28a1b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4c40d2d6_e49a_487e_921b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69c677d6_ab1a_4704_87e](6) Curricula and supplementary materials;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cb9b6601_0e41_41e8_af15_203][bookmark: _PAR__4_452e63ac_492e_4953_88db_f2840992][bookmark: _LINE__8_88992848_bcdd_4541_84d9_386bf1b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4def9f5a_7cfa_4879_b573][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5915ae66_57f9_4af3_83d](7) Tuition or fees for a private online learning program;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__57571e09_0ba4_420b_8a5c_86b][bookmark: _PAR__5_3104f684_d91f_4040_8607_e47acf7d][bookmark: _LINE__9_5d45c03c_a626_4814_8833_51afdb6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f09e8a34_22d4_4ee1_b9c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__642d2ddc_c74e_4b22_88f][bookmark: _LINE__10_1df8a84e_ee1a_42ad_832e_4e6a0f][bookmark: _LINE__11_6c44e1ac_1937_4ad1_b9ae_7f22c2][bookmark: _LINE__12_3fb6df15_4a5c_48b6_af2d_6a5625](8) Fees for a national norm-referenced achievement test, fees for a standardized achievement test or a test developed by school officials administered through the qualified student's school administrative unit, an advanced placement examination or any examination related to college or university admission;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e8d143c2_69d6_4268_aad1_cae][bookmark: _PAR__6_77da2345_7e07_41f9_b9c0_e5aa0743][bookmark: _LINE__13_708a92fe_48ae_4c32_bdd1_61be8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__463e2bb2_8193_417f_bbab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b579900d_d5be_427a_9eb][bookmark: _LINE__14_8333eb79_6893_4347_b13c_d142eb][bookmark: _LINE__15_1e2be2d6_4335_414a_b0a4_a863cf](9) Tuition or fees for a program of study or a curriculum of courses that lead to an industry-recognized credential that satisfies a workforce need, as determined by the department by rule;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__81903b17_5e2b_44b5_90c0_aa5][bookmark: _PAR__7_6352aca1_17f4_4e40_b438_5b2d8481][bookmark: _LINE__16_65025b5f_6ae2_4f08_8b39_e0fff2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ef326959_f961_4e88_9b3f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e77f536_6bb2_4f47_afb][bookmark: _LINE__17_a8a61926_6720_48d3_afb8_6aeeee](10) Tuition, fees and materials for enrollment in dual credit or college-level courses; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a262517c_ddb7_4f89_a6c3_1eb][bookmark: _PAR__8_070675be_61b3_4dc0_affa_666e208d][bookmark: _LINE__18_edbada0a_5abf_44ea_950c_9f25df][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__427806d2_8da9_4aba_9323][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__22bc122c_376b_4f34_b0a](11) Fees to manage the hope account;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__48ecbea5_3802_4fcd_8114_e69][bookmark: _PAR__9_b07ca11c_7f8a_415a_ad2b_2ab68a33][bookmark: _LINE__19_0320a6d2_b354_49a3_9ea2_812bce][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6ddf082b_9451_43ef_94ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2272f2c4_f7ec_43df_b08][bookmark: _LINE__20_d6145c84_f394_47bf_9db6_ed2439](12) Educational services and therapies, including, but not limited to, occupational, behavioral, physical, speech-language and audiology therapies;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2f0fa810_89e2_4811_98ee_93d][bookmark: _PAR__10_724a44cb_230b_499b_9c51_2312c83][bookmark: _LINE__21_abed2380_319a_4fb1_bbac_be2254][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__df699c13_ce5c_4e89_876f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__304f52eb_6181_42a8_872](13) Uniforms purchased through a qualified school; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__82423d3a_fb38_4569_b0ef_ea2][bookmark: _PAR__11_341c46c4_c195_4fba_87c1_7867916][bookmark: _LINE__22_30972689_659a_404b_b463_47b7df][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06a001e1_c81f_47a0_b290][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4ab314cb_6e64_4515_bad](14) Public transportation services.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c9ac7760_4eb4_4a52_954e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5f2617b0_48bb_4e8d_9c42_e18e][bookmark: _PAR__12_b790fb15_47a0_4ee3_b0f3_f53e22c][bookmark: _LINE__23_bea4c44c_c754_4416_884c_859883][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__786e52ed_271b_40af_ae8][bookmark: _LINE__24_970f830b_cb8c_452f_b639_e4b0d0][bookmark: _LINE__25_e0b22fb4_0fa9_4ca5_a151_9cd73f][bookmark: _LINE__26_97f28450_2b05_48a6_8b98_bfc453][bookmark: _LINE__27_f7d16557_d9fb_4aba_acf3_ecbf84][bookmark: _LINE__28_b33b83b0_2067_4817_a6f8_178036][bookmark: _LINE__29_bd980c1c_70ed_4d0c_ac21_a7baa6][bookmark: _LINE__30_6dae52a6_1512_4a5a_95b2_b1f8c1][bookmark: _LINE__31_cf9634e2_238d_4826_ba2f_5e977d]D.  The board shall review all expenditures from hope accounts to ensure that they are in accordance with the requirements of this subsection and rules adopted under this chapter.  If at any time the board finds that expenditures from a hope account are not in accordance with the requirements of this subsection or rules adopted under this chapter, the board shall notify the parent of the qualified student for whom the hope account is established and if, after an opportunity for hearing, the department determines that there was in fact a misuse of the funds, the board shall close the hope account and transfer all funds in the hope account to the State Controller, who shall transfer those funds to the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__87cf3129_7546_4a1e_a366][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7e04841e_ae66_4ad2_a1ad_9a4][bookmark: _PAR__13_485e3367_3563_4760_b239_56ec5a4][bookmark: _LINE__32_bbebc71b_1b4d_4fa5_9af6_ce6753][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1aef67fb_abca_4ca4_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a30ce343_2b4e_483c_a10][bookmark: _LINE__33_15270687_bec1_4c56_a242_347355][bookmark: _LINE__34_e134626a_dd11_4089_92a0_13de23]6.  Rules.  The board shall adopt rules necessary to implement this chapter.  Rules adopted by the board pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__723ae6b6_7519_459a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__538aacb9_ba47_4aa2_b5c7_b][bookmark: _PAR__14_e7bb94ba_854f_4b97_85a2_207c9a2][bookmark: _LINE__35_c147531b_7169_4557_a107_56a5d7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__80ca6103_b063_4ab5]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §15689, sub-§17 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8610d8bb_7b98_4301_a905][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__52ad0f3f_8ccb_4abb_adee_355][bookmark: _PAR__15_15d42739_a70e_4080_a4e7_7f6dbfe][bookmark: _LINE__36_d97e4506_90a5_4c34_ae1e_e2c1cb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__79932efb_9ef6_4bf9_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f275cc27_88b9_47db_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__29658ca7_f7b1_4dc0_af2][bookmark: _LINE__37_96ed621e_b7fa_4735_a96d_51bf36][bookmark: _LINE__38_7f0beab3_492c_4bce_b979_f5471c][bookmark: _LINE__39_ce847f22_2061_43eb_a9c4_345094][bookmark: _LINE__40_6c4e2e03_47a1_46b5_9ce6_7b7325][bookmark: _LINE__41_b3f4cfa5_d20b_40fc_8b85_762960]17.  Adjustment for hope accounts.  The commissioner shall reduce the state share of the total allocation to a school administrative unit in any year in which one or more hope accounts under section 6997 are established for students within that school administrative unit.  The amount of the reduction must equal the total state subsidy that is attributable to all students in that school administrative unit for whom hope accounts have been established, as determined by the department pursuant to section 6997.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__746589be_dcb7_4753_b467_c29bf0][bookmark: _PAGE__5_69a8a76a_2e4c_4dc5_b3b4_f407075][bookmark: _PAR__1_46637953_4638_4f7d_9385_a2f338e3][bookmark: _LINE__1_078a52a7_91c0_42bd_9e98_9ef0c55]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__2_35f68cf9_6667_4e3c_8a35_74ebd93f][bookmark: _LINE__2_4b99648d_ac94_4c26_8eaa_e9fb723][bookmark: _LINE__3_9ed64812_da7e_49c9_a042_c92937c][bookmark: _LINE__4_faab6a90_8e06_4143_a031_8d90022][bookmark: _LINE__5_55d07473_5dff_4cd9_87ea_710b59e][bookmark: _LINE__6_4ee43466_7929_40e4_b739_0dd82f9][bookmark: _LINE__7_03ce3410_706e_4cfe_a4e4_6f9c756][bookmark: _LINE__8_966e3001_dfb8_41f9_a2d8_d06e3a9][bookmark: _LINE__9_db44f583_9e6a_4a33_878a_a26bc0c][bookmark: _LINE__10_607a7edf_951b_4efa_a15c_0408d3]This bill establishes the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Program administered by the Hope and Inclusion Scholarship Board.  The board is directed to establish hope accounts that may be used by the parents or legal guardians of qualified students to pay for the education of those students enrolled in certain private schools and students receiving home instruction.  The funding for these hope accounts comes from shifting 90% of the essential programs and services funding that would otherwise be provided by the State and by the school administrative unit for each qualified student into a hope account.  The bill specifies which educational expenditures are permitted and provides for review of spending from the accounts.
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