132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Create a For-hire Charter Boat Operator License and to Require Individuals Recreationally Fishing for Halibut in Coastal Waters to Register with the Saltwater Recreational Fishing Registry
L.D. 
An Act to Create a For-hire Charter Boat Operator License and to Require Individuals Recreationally Fishing for Halibut in Coastal Waters to Register with the Saltwater Recreational Fishing Registry
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__82dbfe44_1b03_4327_a8c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__6f12a626_54f4_45e5_b3f3_0a4ec][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__3a087c7b_2fd4_400c_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_a7bfbc35_bbff_48d7_918c_d7fd933][bookmark: _PAR__1_7a518828_a166_4cec_a365_e7a0c607][bookmark: _LINE__1_da16a68b_ab85_4957_8f15_e3ae0f6]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__608e77fa_0f0c_49b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cc6d1aa7_4051_4a42_beea_e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__fab91005_af86_4dab_96][bookmark: _PAR__2_6f3ed556_d137_477a_b3e0_69476946][bookmark: _LINE__2_a696d794_fa13_4f1e_b296_8eab4ce][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5df38dd2_d22a_434f][bookmark: _LINE__3_6534a8ec_2b71_4551_a511_5ff8ed3]Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6312, sub-§3, ¶B, as amended by PL 2011, c. 421, §2, is further amended to read:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4715d7ab_6935_4108][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__75327e76_f6cc_4062_a7c9_c][bookmark: _PAR__6_593acb4e_d68f_48cf_9ae8_c2f2c70d][bookmark: _LINE__13_a0caabe4_dc6a_447b_9464_ad309b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__aa52ef1a_07f5_463e]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §6312, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9227189c_c309_4746_a1da][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7f545a67_86d7_4044_be4f_7e9b][bookmark: _PAR__13_eea79df1_2b0a_4508_94e8_9fcc35f][bookmark: _LINE__28_49a76eed_c25d_4df2_96d7_d339ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__196e24a3_b1a8_45d1_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0360b90b_fdff_4337_88f][bookmark: _LINE__29_4ecf75fb_93d3_4b71_b6f1_107f7c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__13e9587b_2242_4116_9b6]D.  An individual who possesses a current guide license for tidewater fishing as provided by rule pursuant to section 12853.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5a7e329a_d80d_414d_b5f0_f027][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cdd5b285_22e9_4d1e_a1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fb65fb03_95c4_437a_a57b_d6cf][bookmark: _PAR__14_94787ef5_9cae_4213_a166_e47021a][bookmark: _LINE__30_79c3f326_df3c_4c74_bf0d_6c0f2b][bookmark: _LINE__31_6f0ebf5b_f97e_4de3_b4a9_b9d8fd][bookmark: _LINE__32_03e56fef_fbf9_4140_bb9b_fe6654]A person who holds a recreational fishing operator's license shall collect data from persons who engage in saltwater recreational fishing and report the data to the commissioner as specified by the commissioner by rule.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ee4b91ef_9104_4d86][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0f5778c1_f3e7_4811_878e_b][bookmark: _PAR__16_c99ece12_3501_42db_8a9b_86a74e9][bookmark: _LINE__34_21d52077_08cc_4f1c_b20a_893314][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__14996354_567c_4fb3]Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §6313 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_8f004155_a3b1_4271_bd31_db78d7b4][bookmark: _LINE__16_3ecada5b_448f_4cce_94ec_9ca294][bookmark: _LINE__17_f21052ee_4693_49c6_ac02_3ceb04][bookmark: _LINE__18_2a14c0c6_b789_4faa_bfd3_cc9e90][bookmark: _LINE__19_305c5876_0255_4f57_8c1d_54e998][bookmark: _LINE__20_36df70e7_7eab_4d91_8105_00b507][bookmark: _LINE__21_a974d78f_af3f_42f0_ad94_fbbfe2][bookmark: _LINE__22_9288b1fd_6115_4bfc_bf3e_a67d90][bookmark: _LINE__23_97237cfb_1f0f_40be_939e_912f8a][bookmark: _LINE__24_b821f983_9e01_489c_a6fe_93cc7b]This bill creates a new requirement for individuals who take paying customers recreationally fishing for fish in the coastal waters of the State to obtain a for-hire charter boat operator's license.  The fee for the license is $25 for residents and $50 for nonresidents, all of which must be deposited in the Marine Recreation Fishing Conservation and Management Fund.  The license is available only to an individual holding a current guide license for tidewater fishing or who is a captain of a vessel holding a valid and current certificate of inspection issued by the United States Coast Guard.  It also eliminates exceptions from having to register with the saltwater registry for individuals fishing recreationally for halibut.
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