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L.D. 
An Act to Enhance Protections Regarding Invasive Aquatic Plant Infestations in Inland Waters of the State
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b1438e21_4d22][bookmark: _PAR__6_82bcd5af_b26d_4183_8f95_4d89bed2][bookmark: _LINE__19_95b3540c_7d84_4f47_bec5_a8f838][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__41077b65_467b_45d3][bookmark: _LINE__20_39440c4b_5fc1_43c5_9ffd_c5f0b8][bookmark: _LINE__21_cb6347a0_0e94_4bb3_95fb_d44973][bookmark: _LINE__22_2aebe12d_e152_4391_9f9d_329c82][bookmark: _LINE__23_9426af10_d736_40a8_a7c1_93964a][bookmark: _LINE__24_07e13313_f4e9_4292_9c68_f11d0f][bookmark: _LINE__25_89b6519e_d5a7_4f37_b223_9232c6][bookmark: _LINE__26_628486db_af14_48a9_b4b5_289e5b][bookmark: _LINE__27_46aeae9f_fe50_4f06_a008_26249f][bookmark: _LINE__28_ceb4da93_9fce_4c05_b58a_315602][bookmark: _LINE__29_eee7681c_6d20_4d12_8979_607201][bookmark: _LINE__30_82cd49ff_9da2_4733_8e00_ebdcc2][bookmark: _LINE__31_37f43119_ffe6_40cb_8ee5_9f8232][bookmark: _LINE__32_ccfa94c5_ea1e_4efa_973b_d8502a][bookmark: _LINE__33_cb261365_44fb_408c_92d8_b0b45d][bookmark: _LINE__34_9044e2bd_8cb3_4b0d_acd0_8f0aa7]Sec. 3.  Study of watercraft inspection protocols and surface use restrictions on inland waters of the State known to be infested with invasive aquatic plants; review of protocols and restrictions. The Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife jointly shall review watercraft inspection protocols and surface use restrictions on inland waters of the State known to be infested with invasive aquatic plants pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 1862, subsection 1 and make recommendations related to how these protocols and restrictions could be strengthened. The commissioners jointly shall also evaluate how information about restrictions is communicated to members of the public. By January 1, 2026, the commissioners shall submit a report, including any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife on their findings and recommendations with respect to watercraft inspection protocols and surface use restrictions on inland waters of the State known to be infested with invasive aquatic plants and how information on restrictions is communicated to members of the public. The committee may report out legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_21be21d7_d18c_4cbc_a5ff_736a906e][bookmark: _LINE__36_a700ccf6_9cb8_45de_a43c_c7787c][bookmark: _LINE__37_cfc755e2_5fc9_42d6_bb13_c6ec73][bookmark: _LINE__38_2c342bb2_5dbc_48ed_912e_eec89d][bookmark: _LINE__39_093e6e88_d9f3_4630_8478_950abb][bookmark: _LINE__40_751c904f_628c_434c_bd9c_4477b9]This bill requires the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to jointly review and recommend more stringent watercraft inspection protocols on inland waters of the State known to be infested with invasive aquatic plants and to review surface use restrictions and notification of those restrictions to members of the public.
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