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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8f62477f_6123_41c7_b2a2_c81c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f7dc19e_70ff_4c58_b2c][bookmark: _PAR__4_e599e556_3c8f_41ec_b658_19f397d5][bookmark: _LINE__4_c1b68dc1_5cc3_4862_a8de_e96e259][bookmark: _LINE__5_1bf64d6b_c0f3_4ace_8cf4_2080870][bookmark: _LINE__6_17dffd18_2aa4_40d6_93cf_6929431][bookmark: _LINE__7_eb51a96b_9de4_49ca_9752_38e4fb6][bookmark: _LINE__8_7dc185e9_a79c_4064_ac00_0e9aaad][bookmark: _LINE__9_d30bb1df_a061_42ba_b1bc_23a6137]No later than January 31st of each year, the Secretary of State shall establish the dates by which all municipalities shall begin issuing and accepting absentee ballots for each regular election for state offices and federal offices occurring in the election year.  The dates established by the Secretary of State may not be less than 30 days before the election for which the absentee ballot is issued. This section does not apply to a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter who requests an absentee ballot under subchapter 4, article 2.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_c7d3cdbc_cbdf_4b67_a2dd_71016f25][bookmark: _LINE__16_227d57ba_25ba_4dc5_9e4b_7a1984][bookmark: _LINE__17_29b0b664_7eaf_42e4_918b_4a9c00][bookmark: _LINE__18_6e25ccc8_d58b_487e_8be5_c170c0][bookmark: _LINE__19_3afec3b8_401e_4fe7_ac11_a78419][bookmark: _LINE__20_261de0cb_677e_4fef_82d8_86738c]This bill requires the Secretary of State to establish by January 31st annually the dates by which all municipalities must begin issuing and accepting absentee ballots for each regular election for state offices and federal offices occurring in the election year.  The bill also amends the definition of "absentee voting period" to reflect the Secretary of State's responsibility to establish dates for the furnishing and acceptance of absentee ballots.
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