132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Amend the Freedom of Access Act to Require a Specific Time Frame for Agencies to Comply with Requests for Public Records
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Freedom of Access Act to Require a Specific Time Frame for Agencies to Comply with Requests for Public Records
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e5a922c4_5389_4742_b3c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__0bd2969d_688e_4a2e_b4d1_7ab47][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d0919c73_4b77_4b54_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_c0040b6e_b822_47d3_a84e_617a9d1][bookmark: _PAR__1_8a57cce2_443b_44aa_95ff_62d0f763][bookmark: _LINE__1_efc87381_cf6c_48fd_a808_88eb9e0]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__33d32093_ee35_4422_a566][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f85f1e58_574d_42fe_b381_ebb][bookmark: _PAR__5_346f898a_1d86_4e39_ae3a_f52d24d3][bookmark: _LINE__9_1535189c_ffda_4d55_b8a7_2cd606d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2090113a_4de0_4227_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__50deb6f2_2321_4c22_856][bookmark: _LINE__10_5c85099e_cd4c_4892_b0dd_da200f][bookmark: _LINE__11_1a81d9ec_f443_4d13_a229_adfe0a][bookmark: _LINE__12_3b5e739c_8aaf_4a02_b79f_4c4d88][bookmark: _LINE__13_986cec96_0ecb_4dfc_b876_7657df][bookmark: _LINE__14_76ecb3f7_b454_40c3_af71_94e494][bookmark: _LINE__15_c83ed751_6629_4ab2_8e80_7ae96e][bookmark: _LINE__16_95a96d62_17e8_4bee_901c_fca05f][bookmark: _LINE__17_4f928e5c_f214_4ddc_9bb5_be70a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e7f16dbc_0580_49ed_b1][bookmark: _LINE__18_dfc4da69_635a_4926_811a_260c8e][bookmark: _LINE__19_4a643f19_baa2_4dcb_880d_ff7b0a][bookmark: _LINE__20_ff70acfb_b034_43aa_91f7_8a286c][bookmark: _LINE__21_bf4c8662_2405_4fef_80a7_a3407a][bookmark: _LINE__22_10f98abb_8734_4ab7_9fa6_c2855b][bookmark: _LINE__23_1174e442_260e_46a0_969a_e2e288][bookmark: _LINE__24_73e6a2c7_62d9_4c66_b9fb_896ca8][bookmark: _LINE__25_ef49495a_a41a_48cc_ba05_8d7907]3.  Acknowledgment; clarification; time estimate; cost estimate.  The agency or official having custody or control of a public record shall acknowledge receipt of a request made according to this section within 5 working days of receiving the request and may request clarification concerning which public record or public records are being requested.  Within a reasonable time of receiving the request, the agency or official shall provide a good faith, nonbinding estimate of the time frame within which the agency or official will comply with the request and a cost estimate as provided in subsection 9.  The agency or official shall make a good faith effort to fully respond to the request within the estimated time frame but must fully respond within 30 days after the date on which the request was made.  For purposes of this subsection, the date a request is received is the date a sufficient description of the public record is received by the agency or official at the office responsible for maintaining the public record.  An agency or official that receives a request for a public record that is maintained by that agency but is not maintained by the office that received the request shall forward the request to the office of the agency or official that maintains the record, without willful delay, and shall notify the requester that the request has been forwarded and that the office to which the request has been forwarded will acknowledge receipt within 5 working days of receiving the request.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_1a9598f5_93c8_4168_b078_7fe06ab8][bookmark: _LINE__27_396ac1b8_1c54_44af_af7a_a85f0a][bookmark: _LINE__28_f8e99ade_e974_4bf9_a7c8_dd4260][bookmark: _LINE__29_78f91a56_822f_4bbf_9390_0241b2][bookmark: _LINE__30_462ec8ff_0303_4584_9443_767f5e][bookmark: _LINE__31_b84753f9_783d_4988_9e2a_0532ec]Under current law, the Freedom of Access Act requires that an agency or official having custody or control of a public record must comply with a request for public records made under the Act within a reasonable time. This bill amends the Act to require that agencies or officials comply with a request within 30 days after the date on which the request is made.
LR0338, item 1 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
