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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__df933790_7046][bookmark: _PAR__13_6286f648_0d1f_4960_8d01_323a421][bookmark: _LINE__36_c9b08dc6_044d_4210_ba0e_3ba054][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c306da48_936f_4dcf][bookmark: _LINE__37_92462762_46c1_41fe_9662_1c1c6a][bookmark: _LINE__38_fc60173d_3ed5_4241_8559_5ab9fe][bookmark: _LINE__39_eca83f0c_ba49_472c_91ab_0f8281][bookmark: _LINE__40_03ec7ab2_9770_4869_b5d3_2e70ff][bookmark: _LINE__41_829294d3_e13d_4b01_9ad1_273cb9][bookmark: _LINE__42_210b7a94_9a35_450b_9162_83d0ed][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7659e683_46b4_4531_8c80_69c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_ec69a402_9840_45e5_9ef2_7a3b9af][bookmark: _PAR__1_4ca76241_7ed7_475a_b9b7_4ab0dd9c][bookmark: _LINE__1_0ffe07f4_f2e2_4dc4_a73c_bf0f111][bookmark: _LINE__2_2eaeb90c_36f3_4e2b_b504_dcff5c8][bookmark: _LINE__3_866db774_dad7_4a97_9062_ea46de4][bookmark: _LINE__4_b0fd9ad2_9843_496c_a5a1_f462555][bookmark: _LINE__5_46c8e58e_7d56_42be_8f98_fb05427][bookmark: _LINE__6_ca8a0c05_9661_4781_9671_765a53b]Sec. 5.  Department of Health and Human Services to promote and improve use of children's behavioral health program coordinators.  The Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services shall promote and improve the use of children's behavioral health program coordinators that are currently designated by the department to ensure children's emotional and behavioral challenges receive the most effective services in the least restrictive environment in order to assist hospital emergency departments to find appropriate behavioral health placements for children with behavioral health needs who no longer need medical or surgical care in a hospital emergency department.  The department shall submit a report, no later than January 1, 2023, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters regarding its efforts to improve the use of behavioral health program coordinators to assist hospitals and children with behavioral health needs as described in this section.
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[bookmark: _Hlk58410939][bookmark: _PAR__3_1f23bd0c_520a_4357_bf99_6ef8d30f][bookmark: _LINE__8_8f25d6e3_6cd8_4270_aa82_06e8689][bookmark: _LINE__9_b263903d_d82f_4b9b_a9f3_37a4e60][bookmark: _LINE__10_481c1c81_1a34_4322_85ba_5b72a5][bookmark: _LINE__11_293e3b53_2561_433d_bb2e_ef76a1][bookmark: _LINE__12_40c3c8fe_1087_4061_934d_e72310][bookmark: _LINE__13_141f3e85_472a_4bd0_b556_a92c31][bookmark: _LINE__14_c6719315_0316_4dc1_9a03_c30eb0][bookmark: _LINE__15_b14f4edc_ef66_4ead_936c_a1cad6][bookmark: _LINE__16_a609ba99_bd91_408a_821e_ec1330][bookmark: _LINE__17_7cd819ee_a265_47a4_a0f6_c6bd09][bookmark: _LINE__18_5f2f8d12_a3b8_418c_a5f6_972da1][bookmark: _LINE__19_6d7c242f_6f4a_43ac_82f6_979359][bookmark: _LINE__20_0c86bdac_981f_474a_8f8a_9140d9]This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to collect data on the number of children with behavioral health needs remaining in hospital emergency departments for extended stays, the length of the extended stays and the reasons for the extended stays and post the data annually on a publicly accessible website without any information, including health care information, that may directly identify any individual child or family.  The department is required to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters with annual data and any department efforts to reduce the number of children and lengths of stay.  The department is also required to promote and improve the use of the current children's behavioral health program coordinators within the Office of Child and Family Services to assist hospitals to place children in more appropriate behavioral health settings and report its efforts in a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters.
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