132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Commission Regarding Foreign-trained Physicians Living in Maine to Establish a Sponsorship Program for Internationally Trained Physicians
L.D. 
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Commission Regarding Foreign-trained Physicians Living in Maine to Establish a Sponsorship Program for Internationally Trained Physicians
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0ebf9e5_ee91_49d8_ab7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__92a4ace3_e04c_494c_a150_e6cd][bookmark: _PAR__5_045e1f29_e474_4aa9_b2ab_ea1fc68c][bookmark: _LINE__6_86f7d92b_b0f3_4c61_9146_4116587][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff89b44d_3f0c_44f4_b75][bookmark: _LINE__7_6f205379_d1e7_438c_9807_e036de6]A. "Internationally trained physician" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 3271, subsection 8, paragraph A, subparagraph (1).
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10242025_a10d_417b_92cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e573094f_f991_4ba2_93f2_4a7][bookmark: _PAR__8_30c5e938_0b82_4bad_be34_4de58bff][bookmark: _LINE__12_15e8ead5_f965_43c9_bb9f_a6c2ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bcbad5c0_856a_423e_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d7d2e920_bb84_4562_b28][bookmark: _LINE__13_ce4849f7_da8a_457e_a652_9d5e1f][bookmark: _LINE__14_d47c8418_f054_4b95_9673_07d1ed][bookmark: _LINE__15_755ecdff_112e_4766_81f5_c1a227][bookmark: _LINE__16_6f4a35dd_de3a_4474_922c_0bf020][bookmark: _LINE__17_a3caa031_a3b0_4d5f_9d31_979323]2. Program established. The International Medical Graduates Sponsorship Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established within the authority to make grants to sponsoring institutions to provide an alternative license pathway for internationally trained physicians in this State and to expand the number of physicians practicing in physician shortage areas. The authority shall administer the program in accordance with the requirements of this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__68858013_441e_49f7_a176][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__628ab9c4_a788_4bbb_9d76_ec5][bookmark: _PAR__9_7285366e_f777_44ad_bfc3_ee236701][bookmark: _LINE__18_41db77b4_d73b_4d26_934c_03498e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d5febe2e_7105_4ee1_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5162da8c_b94d_4cf7_9d9][bookmark: _LINE__19_119494aa_6003_4769_8d07_19217c][bookmark: _LINE__20_da979f67_c29c_4fed_9e2f_5b9411][bookmark: _LINE__21_93ce66f8_3b83_4b99_99e4_1118ed][bookmark: _LINE__22_5e5c6170_a730_47c4_9abd_7f7d44][bookmark: _LINE__23_bd3873f4_687e_46b8_9601_614526]3. Administration. Under the program, the authority shall use available funding to establish up to a total of 10 positions annually at one or more sponsoring institutions for the employment and training of internationally trained physicians issued a temporary educational license to practice medicine pursuant to Title 32, section 3271, subsection 8, paragraph B.  The authority shall enter into an agreement with each sponsoring institution that seeks to participate in the program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09f40d7d_f58b_45d7_b818][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__029c1b92_5253_4ec1_b122_8f3][bookmark: _PAR__10_38468aef_4475_4a20_a1a9_b0bcf1a][bookmark: _LINE__24_8dde1d0a_7d5f_4ba5_8a61_bafdaf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a1b2be5e_4094_4810_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b07660cb_c30b_4659_935][bookmark: _LINE__25_c1302405_9c0c_4a3f_a34a_b2a36c][bookmark: _LINE__26_8517bb42_404f_4751_91b8_fcdd7c][bookmark: _LINE__27_96c3c6e7_6da2_4899_8cf8_bbf961]4.  Application.  An internationally trained physician shall apply directly to a rural graduate medical education collaborative in the State for screening and placement by using a process and qualifying criteria developed by a rural graduate medical education collaborative in the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c7460cf_8497_4f48_bccf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__30d66857_b30f_461c_8062_373][bookmark: _PAR__11_a6e49a8f_cb86_41bd_be57_0ab5170][bookmark: _LINE__28_a6cc1da6_05e4_4df5_975c_41a80a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5a98a0ec_b1cb_4478_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eefdd0d2_47b6_4608_adb][bookmark: _LINE__29_354994ed_11bf_43f3_b7da_556eeb][bookmark: _LINE__30_053226aa_a119_4c57_83be_11138b][bookmark: _LINE__31_021dcdc8_94f9_442d_b22d_a197d2][bookmark: _LINE__32_4166ee8c_5fea_48c3_9982_f7ad3e][bookmark: _LINE__33_7e15775b_d10c_47fd_95aa_a4aa29][bookmark: _LINE__34_e790b4be_0fef_4255_ac4b_8b078d][bookmark: _LINE__35_027c0838_3eaf_443b_b602_42c563][bookmark: _LINE__36_6c293c69_9aad_4826_9c60_eed785][bookmark: _LINE__37_2ee87cf1_08d8_4043_9c90_dec73d]5.  Fund created.  A nonlapsing, interest-earning, revolving fund under the jurisdiction of the authority, known as the International Medical Graduates Sponsorship Program Fund and referred to in this subsection as "the fund," is created to carry out the purposes of this section.  Any unexpended balance in the fund carries over for continued use under this section.  The authority may receive, invest and expend on behalf of the fund money from gifts, grants, bequests and donations or other sources in addition to money appropriated or allocated by the State.  Money in the fund must be invested by the authority, as provided by law, with the earned income to be added to the fund.  Money received by the authority on behalf of the fund must be used for reasonable administrative expenses and for the purposes of this section.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2d26476a_de81_4267_b8b7_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a17bd59f_9bbe_4059][bookmark: _PAR__13_066120e4_dde7_4b1c_9584_18e6a74][bookmark: _LINE__41_074c1014_872b_4264_98be_53e109][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e8a07a4f_11c0_472c]Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §3271, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77ec64af_48dd_466c_89e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__925f8632_2deb_44ab_ae60_45b][bookmark: _PAGE__2_3cfb9ca3_3823_48cb_ac89_28d34ca][bookmark: _PAR__1_aec4f96b_2997_4a4b_a5be_8260859c][bookmark: _LINE__1_f7a57b0a_7e80_47bf_bb3a_5f344fa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__487c3c00_5b41_475b_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4fb17cc4_6b58_4e61_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ed1ce871_a7cc_4e0e_933][bookmark: _LINE__2_6bcf59e6_956f_4198_b8d5_38342bb][bookmark: _LINE__3_ce3db0a3_007b_4d64_85ea_2829218][bookmark: _LINE__4_c2929aa4_5ee3_4f5b_928e_41c7632][bookmark: _LINE__5_a0c6f767_a225_40f8_8f5c_e476847][bookmark: _LINE__6_a79ade5a_3863_41fa_8448_9e737f6]8.  Alternative license pathway for internationally trained physicians.  Notwithstanding any other requirements of this chapter, the board shall provide an alternative license pathway for an internationally trained physician who has been licensed or otherwise authorized to practice medicine in a country other than the United States and who meets the requirements of this subsection to apply for and obtain a full and unrestricted license to practice medicine in this State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5592cf02_f0fa_43e3_913d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__492c8980_8a5a_47a8_858b_e8e9][bookmark: _PAR__2_77b2f9c1_f257_43e2_b578_64690040][bookmark: _LINE__7_941b7d38_13dd_4038_8557_34bc76f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c118ce66_fad0_4139_9a4][bookmark: _LINE__8_c45f14f8_b379_495d_9ca3_d4c42f5]A. For the purposes of this subsection, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b0bcabc8_461f_42a8_ad41_96d][bookmark: _PAR__3_342323e4_e906_43eb_a6f4_77a37c99][bookmark: _LINE__9_e0bf17e5_e9ef_4848_8176_3caf145][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__997dde0e_aefe_494e_b670][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8f8a2d34_e7db_4071_862][bookmark: _LINE__10_61523944_6bf7_45a0_95c3_031c9b][bookmark: _LINE__11_03d335eb_cfa3_43ac_8c5a_94e578][bookmark: _LINE__12_ad7b9434_da64_4a2a_b8e1_8ff3e0][bookmark: _LINE__13_836f4996_cc74_475b_b84d_b2c362][bookmark: _LINE__14_677ebc3b_0a90_421a_a9ee_1760e0](1) "Internationally trained physician" means a physician who has received a degree of doctor of medicine or its equivalent from a legally chartered medical school outside the United States recognized by the World Health Organization or its successor organization; who has been licensed or otherwise authorized to practice medicine in a country other than the United States; and who has practiced medicine for at least one year.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__93b8a3a9_bae5_413c_b982_e20][bookmark: _PAR__5_701f0226_f53a_4e02_b215_04c34a98][bookmark: _LINE__17_45ad8463_7af2_4d0c_b66e_30abf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1eb129a0_63e5_4f43_9cc0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46369701_1e06_4dc9_811][bookmark: _LINE__18_6d1e2ead_4f3b_4f5f_93f3_481d32][bookmark: _LINE__19_1dae72d3_9abd_41de_b3da_2df2df][bookmark: _LINE__20_d4321443_8eb7_4302_9a87_570513](3) "Participating health care facility" means a health care facility approved by the board that provides a program for internationally trained physicians according to criteria developed or approved by the board and that provides medical care in a physician shortage area.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e4ee99c9_16b5_4a94_b70a_596][bookmark: _PAR__6_0d5ffeb5_b4cb_443f_9a68_c9ac7eaf][bookmark: _LINE__21_ca68c3ee_b8f5_4b0a_80ce_960fd9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__781bc7be_a58f_4229_909a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2505599c_2e3a_4384_863][bookmark: _LINE__22_c7f4466e_8b07_48fb_8b7c_23dcf1][bookmark: _LINE__23_c30d475a_1661_4402_a107_c11f14](4) "Physician shortage area" means a geographic region or population in the State experiencing a shortage of physicians relative to population and need, as determined by the board.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ae88ad29_83b1_40c0_a905_0a5][bookmark: _PAR__7_a190ee9d_aaa4_4920_96bb_88f3d3ce][bookmark: _LINE__24_01b391fd_274e_40a9_b605_cca9f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__788a71bd_87fd_4264_9f31][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__808185e0_a1e3_4ec8_8b0][bookmark: _LINE__25_1e2182be_f5e7_4b87_b0df_4f8596](5) "Sponsoring institution" means any of the 4 hospitals in this State accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education on January 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26ba60a2_c24e_43c0_a4a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9ad942ea_7bee_4aae_ad42_5dab][bookmark: _PAR__8_b910e728_ad23_4ab8_86e7_d226f2a4][bookmark: _LINE__26_19e77a70_395c_4382_8f85_809c20][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0600bd94_ad03_414f_94e][bookmark: _LINE__27_3c67f96d_27e8_40ab_a14f_49b5e0][bookmark: _LINE__28_240c0bf8_d201_4dbc_b8a6_0d4fc3][bookmark: _LINE__29_90ce2923_4e50_4174_9700_21ac9f]B.  An internationally trained physician may apply for a temporary educational license to practice medicine for a renewable 2-year term if a sponsoring institution and the internationally trained physician submit evidence acceptable to the board that the internationally trained physician:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__068cad6f_fb3e_4c35_ba16_776][bookmark: _PAR__10_638c2489_34fd_4cc4_a23d_3ffc493][bookmark: _LINE__31_306927a8_8d82_408a_acd0_0b5f7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ebe8a454_1a1f_408a_b3ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dcbda3e2_ce1e_4379_b47][bookmark: _LINE__32_1e6eb69e_8193_4d26_819a_11b5ad][bookmark: _LINE__33_2ca32534_22fa_4ec2_80f2_22025a][bookmark: _LINE__34_8a2049cf_8879_44ea_a8fb_c25d1d][bookmark: _LINE__35_eca11ad6_3757_4874_943a_8dc04b](2) Has a valid certificate issued by the Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates or its successor organization or other credential evaluation service approved by the board, except that the board may waive such certification at its discretion when the internationally trained physician is unable to obtain the required documentation;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5b3b15e3_9bb2_4ef9_8e27_243][bookmark: _PAR__11_a6720b68_5dc7_4c1b_a66f_1322e83][bookmark: _LINE__36_e62854c4_3b86_44d1_bbce_59faf9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b95f09b_5cf3_45f5_892a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16e26727_8a4c_403e_9f3][bookmark: _LINE__37_6617d8f3_1a63_4f96_a833_2e6259](3) Has achieved a passing score on both Step 1 and on Step 2 CK of the medical licensing examination;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1d7e9471_359c_438d_8234_640][bookmark: _PAR__12_2b23d2e0_c3ea_4fcb_b274_35c3f3f][bookmark: _LINE__38_a97f6fd9_7ecb_4897_ac76_820982][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__20a4dc34_88ee_402f_9f6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5e772e39_923f_4d1d_b09][bookmark: _LINE__39_5679a476_c6fc_4a17_8b4b_9c156f][bookmark: _LINE__40_d0da8cdc_4e5e_4bbe_bf43_ccb885][bookmark: _LINE__41_ea912dc4_d71e_4c01_99d2_52b7d1][bookmark: _LINE__42_854bd3c8_13d6_40d9_9db9_c851c0](4) Has entered into an agreement with the sponsoring institution providing that a participating health care facility shall develop, assess and evaluate the internationally trained applicant's familiarity with nonclinical skills and standards appropriate for the practice of medicine in the State, according to assessment and evaluation criteria developed or approved by the board;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__000ef2e7_4f56_4e3b_a789_fd2][bookmark: _PAGE__3_b47ed4df_656a_4013_b8e6_f2421c1][bookmark: _PAR__1_ff5b00d9_676b_4f69_8ef6_95205143][bookmark: _LINE__1_60158c9c_7a67_4b37_acf8_e206273][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e32bbed2_9ea0_4ba1_8b9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c953e6a2_2360_40f0_b8d][bookmark: _LINE__2_6f2f22a0_b5d4_49cb_9898_441aead][bookmark: _LINE__3_5f5417c3_c0c1_46bb_b7bb_3acb1a6](5) Has agreed to enter a full-time employment relationship with the sponsoring institution after the board issues to the internationally trained physician a temporary educational license pursuant to this paragraph; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__63243af6_4f80_42b5_addd_974][bookmark: _PAR__2_4e0b0bb9_6a4b_4be6_ad71_2498db12][bookmark: _LINE__4_d3395ecb_7151_4418_a4bf_4a5eab6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a80553c_dc68_4782_898f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__488433c5_2f8d_4a23_b9c][bookmark: _LINE__5_61b50bce_0d4b_4f3c_87ca_95eff97](6) Has satisfied any other criteria that may be developed by the board that the board considers necessary.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__50e713e6_3cfd_4246_b831][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1bd76c71_3517_4a72_85b2_056a][bookmark: _PAR__3_81e1fcef_a1b7_488d_bd64_57abdca7][bookmark: _LINE__6_b10be940_510e_4fb6_9ccd_ed8f6fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__feedf9d5_c783_477e_926][bookmark: _LINE__7_b6ec4d90_fa1d_41cc_9be0_ca57479]C. A temporary educational license to practice medicine granted by the board under paragraph B may be renewed twice, for a total of 6 years.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6eeaa193_efa7_4227_ba87][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0c87bb48_135d_4aec_ac4c_5564][bookmark: _PAR__4_f76f45d2_a869_4dd1_bc79_e0d1ebd3][bookmark: _LINE__8_6c2f6a7d_7cf6_4e9e_9641_5d05a34][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa586ce4_ad3f_4ddf_990][bookmark: _LINE__9_5a8e6981_91bf_434b_8331_2c92e05][bookmark: _LINE__10_752aedac_3a9d_49a0_b258_bf42ce][bookmark: _LINE__11_4a35d216_5c7c_4d62_8e5c_efbb15][bookmark: _LINE__12_f43abe91_bae9_4785_98ac_e5ff77][bookmark: _LINE__13_4ab51e08_b491_4aef_91ed_a13ca8][bookmark: _LINE__14_0dd93cec_e90b_4200_81c9_731116]D. An internationally trained physician who provides the board with proof of successful completion of the sponsoring institution's program under paragraph B and a passing score on Step 3 of the medical licensing examination is eligible to apply for a renewable 2-year license to practice medicine only at a participating health care facility in a physician shortage area designated by the board, and that license authorizes the physician to practice medicine independently in a primary care setting or a specialty approved by the board.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__758ea28d_30a1_4c71_bab0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4434190a_0685_43e2_8a45_b8b8][bookmark: _PAR__5_32c09b1a_c65a_4bc5_9003_225b12cf][bookmark: _LINE__15_d16c7222_f6c6_4fde_9f77_63e269][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__50e8fbf8_7175_4219_90c][bookmark: _LINE__16_c2e60620_c3dd_4e7c_82ba_e9c9aa][bookmark: _LINE__17_2e82c798_d4da_4d96_9d92_443109][bookmark: _LINE__18_7abb8c93_1141_4050_a1a9_3bd1aa]E. After practicing medicine pursuant to a license issued by the board under paragraph D for a minimum of 6 years, an internationally trained physician may apply for and the board may issue a full and unrestricted license to practice medicine in accordance with this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b250f881_9c91_4328_a0a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dededf71_7ff7_4a1e_9c6b_7240][bookmark: _PAR__6_bf5cc1e2_f53e_4141_bdc1_dbfcd417][bookmark: _LINE__19_04dc5962_90d1_4f87_b063_1d4711][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4dac8366_f06a_4f84_a44][bookmark: _LINE__20_93f3a5d9_7ba4_468d_ba8d_1a72a7][bookmark: _LINE__21_2aa02b8b_7a20_44e5_8fc5_8ebc63][bookmark: _LINE__22_9ff327e7_db31_4810_ae1e_2bf7cb][bookmark: _LINE__23_8d07fa9c_f48d_48eb_bee7_f21481][bookmark: _LINE__24_790cf83f_24c2_471d_9a1a_3181d3][bookmark: _LINE__25_bfb7fa53_e59a_40d8_88d0_dbab4c][bookmark: _LINE__26_200a3f7b_10d8_4462_8050_119d12][bookmark: _LINE__27_e40fb4bc_2c20_4d4d_a16c_69c654][bookmark: _LINE__28_8e4371c1_5864_4e0b_af21_1edecc][bookmark: _LINE__29_fd510938_9065_4e5f_aca9_070e85]F.  Beginning January 1, 2027 and biennially thereafter, the board shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over matters related to the licensing of physicians on the status of the International Medical Graduates Sponsorship Program established in Title 20-A, section 12103-B and the alternative license pathway established in this subsection. The board shall report on the number of internationally trained physicians participating in the program and the progress of those physicians toward obtaining full and unrestricted licenses to practice medicine in this State. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over matters related to the licensing of physicians may report out legislation based on the report submitted in accordance with this paragraph to the session of the Legislature in which the report is submitted.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_8c3a5d1a_f571_4607_8408_07358e06][bookmark: _LINE__31_50ac5c69_4ac3_40a9_849e_988a69][bookmark: _LINE__32_80308ab6_1a61_47d8_9a7a_919464][bookmark: _LINE__33_de2d84bd_ec67_4b61_9d1b_96b74e][bookmark: _LINE__34_337a8b12_796b_4c3e_8b21_2b7b40][bookmark: _LINE__35_e2152f54_d465_4102_8a46_8321f2][bookmark: _LINE__36_6dc4e170_3bef_4bac_9172_09cd85]This bill establishes a sponsorship program within the Finance Authority of Maine to make grants to sponsoring institutions to provide an alternative license pathway for internationally trained physicians in the State and to expand the number of physicians practicing in areas in the State experiencing a shortage of physicians.  Under the program, internationally trained physicians are provided a pathway to full and unrestricted licensure as physicians in the State as long as certain requirements are met.
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