130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Improve the Animal Welfare Laws
L.D. 103
An Act To Improve the Animal Welfare Laws
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__46509108_def6_4d2c_92e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__464a4993_c149_4912_b2ff_d6f3][bookmark: _PAR__5_55ce0aa2_fe67_4650_a6be_a7fa32b3][bookmark: _LINE__10_b9bd53b0_dcf0_4562_8c65_fad5d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f4001ec_6a77_4009_aa1][bookmark: _LINE__11_426e427b_3fdf_44ec_af9b_bbdae9][bookmark: _LINE__12_e8b03a64_89e0_4846_ab09_af8103][bookmark: _LINE__13_027acd1d_3003_4ea6_8f89_f3b1a3][bookmark: _LINE__14_3cd420b6_02b4_42f1_a9ca_7efb69][bookmark: _LINE__15_2d890cc5_e4ed_459d_a73d_2a047b][bookmark: _LINE__16_80204d97_fc4b_4d94_a8a7_f356f1]A.  A person considered necessary to assist in a response must receive compensation for services at the prevailing rate in the State, except that animal control officers, veterinarians, animal shelter staff or other groups used outside the State may receive pay at their usual rates.  Equipment may be provided by individuals or groups during a response.  Equipment used in a response must, upon application, be compensated for at an amount fixed by the state in which the response occurred.  A person responding under this subsection may be provided with subsistence pay during the response.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_cb9f42ca_945a_4b9c_8eea_46baf849][bookmark: _LINE__23_8620810c_ec77_4ac6_adbb_7282d8][bookmark: _LINE__24_dedbfbfe_aade_4f1e_b0a3_20a05d][bookmark: _LINE__25_2fb7657d_aac0_44b7_9b1d_e1654b][bookmark: _LINE__26_86f805a8_0f59_405a_b9fc_c28223]All requests for reimbursement must be presented to the commissioner or the commissioner's designee within 60 days after demobilization or become void.  The commissioner or the commissioner's designee may extend the time as long as a preliminary report has been made. 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1f7988ce_c2d3_464b_8783_cd59518d][bookmark: _LINE__27_071fe29d_818f_4cfa_adbd_a7ff26][bookmark: _LINE__28_7ba52ae8_436d_49ad_b1e5_d3495d][bookmark: _LINE__29_64d7d964_224e_4c43_9b96_c715ca][bookmark: _LINE__30_4b9cf7d6_9bfd_42ab_979e_414cfe]The commissioner or the commissioner's designee shall examine all invoices presented to the State for reimbursement or direct payment.  After items not qualifying for reimbursement have been deducted, the commissioner or the commissioner's designee shall approve the remaining items for payment.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__144f948c_df97_4602_b514][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b3f66808_9974_4042_acfc_6ee][bookmark: _PAGE__2_664b5a72_3096_40c0_bad6_5d18b0a][bookmark: _PAR__1_7d63149c_36b2_4ad5_ade1_a626ac96][bookmark: _LINE__1_305b8d6f_7ad5_4ac2_9829_b67d921][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a027ba65_3f9b_47d1_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__883a46df_5162_4d38_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__58261f06_899d_4137_851][bookmark: _LINE__2_7918ca1b_c734_4c1d_8fee_18af7ac][bookmark: _LINE__3_ef68694d_e348_42a7_9d1c_24cbfed][bookmark: _LINE__4_f3851453_6f79_404d_a49c_e126548][bookmark: _LINE__5_c0383b02_723c_4f35_bb23_7f82aed][bookmark: _LINE__6_6c1364f3_85ad_431c_a5a7_078585d][bookmark: _LINE__7_ad9acaf1_44de_49cc_a0b1_a61d009][bookmark: _LINE__8_1ccfc224_298c_4873_be15_1f23319][bookmark: _LINE__9_8302b52e_20d7_4f3f_9104_e75766e][bookmark: _LINE__10_011b15e9_5e4b_499d_96e3_c6ffe2][bookmark: _LINE__11_5996bfec_c790_4479_a7d9_294825]1-A.  Required for dogs.  Except as provided in subsection 4, an owner or keeper of a dog over 3 months of age shall have that dog vaccinated against rabies.  The rabies vaccine must be administered by a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian.  Upon receiving an initial vaccination, a dog is considered protected for one year and an owner or keeper of that dog shall get a booster vaccination for that dog one year after the initial vaccination and subsequent booster vaccinations at intervals that do not exceed the intervals recommended by a national association of state public health veterinarians for the type of vaccine administered.  A wolf hybrid is required to be vaccinated in accordance with this subsection.  The procedure prescribed under Title 22, chapter 251, subchapter 5 for a wolf hybrid suspected of having rabies does not change based on proof that the wolf hybrid has received a rabies vaccination.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9022838f_1769_4008_83e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c84b9409_78e1_464f_bcee_d37][bookmark: _PAR__2_ec329c98_137c_4fa6_9548_e8748781][bookmark: _LINE__3_4a811b6f_6e60_43ba_848c_90a4d01][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b6b37440_004c_4209_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a654c8c_e383_4746_846][bookmark: _LINE__4_fee74208_f262_4c1f_aacf_d11d77d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__88b8feae_692c_4f76_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9b61de7a_15dc_4cc5_a5][bookmark: _LINE__5_8c720b98_bc24_4f1b_bb3e_6867f66][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b9c4c1a2_7398_4800_a0][bookmark: _LINE__6_94eb609d_5715_492f_a51d_b5ef089][bookmark: _LINE__7_67aee411_3d72_4179_b509_c8af846]2.  Notice requirement.  Before any animal may be considered abandoned under this section, a veterinarian's office, boarding kennel, animal grooming facility or animal day-care facility an animal care facility shall send written notice, by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner or keeper at the owner's or keeper's last known address.  Proof of attempted delivery constitutes sufficient notice.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__07487752_f62e_45f0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__775b3791_686a_4b0a_b8ab_a][bookmark: _PAR__3_a9d975ba_ef22_4336_9756_3fa6703e][bookmark: _LINE__8_759703cd_ea03_4da1_82f0_c56dcc4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5e9a8aaa_9f82_424b][bookmark: _LINE__9_f4ada6eb_e42a_4342_9dc6_1cf06ce]Sec. 14.  17 MRSA §1038, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 422, §11, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4ce7a3e8_7238_4be9_9847][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__035111dc_4fed_4bee_b54d_63e][bookmark: _PAR__4_6fa1f7e1_64c6_47a1_b845_003a7b9f][bookmark: _LINE__10_ac9502db_80eb_43bf_895b_56c13b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5e00d7ab_fedc_4c73_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__63db90a9_f277_4cc2_84e][bookmark: _LINE__11_dd69cfba_b4aa_4e3b_ae1c_c14f47][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9152bad6_73e8_4c71_9c][bookmark: _LINE__12_7257056f_ae87_4d82_b6c0_526f6a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0561043e_bff7_459b_9a][bookmark: _LINE__13_286e163b_9c9f_4b89_9232_9f356b][bookmark: _LINE__14_965e65b4_8558_43a5_998c_1b47e2]3.  Ownership of abandoned animal.  When an owner or keeper fails to claim an animal within 10 days of a notice being sent under subsection 2, the veterinarian, kennel, animal care facility or individual who has custody and control of the animal is considered the owner of the animal and shall arrange for its care, including, but not limited to, its adoption, sale or placement with a licensed animal shelter.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_a9973c19_98ae_473f_a815_81872509][bookmark: _LINE__16_ecc54ab9_d248_439d_bfab_74c2e4][bookmark: _LINE__17_4855b1b0_2f1f_4669_a7bd_a52a6f][bookmark: _LINE__18_e0cd5dda_78ee_48a4_b9dd_6fbca1][bookmark: _LINE__19_6e4cf97b_c209_459e_86d0_16c10e][bookmark: _LINE__20_7c359c12_918d_45ff_bcb9_b5ddc8][bookmark: _LINE__21_db80b702_3e77_4d36_8ef7_ae24d5][bookmark: _LINE__22_421d6790_95ad_4688_9fb0_cf435b][bookmark: _LINE__23_d8d2e9b4_df1a_4b15_8199_38cd8a][bookmark: _LINE__24_e10568d7_556f_42e7_99e2_0c6127][bookmark: _LINE__25_4fb12e6c_107f_4220_851c_0ab3d8][bookmark: _LINE__26_a7576d07_7141_446d_bb5b_54227b][bookmark: _LINE__27_4fe85d05_8a32_4b13_bd04_16a5b9][bookmark: _LINE__28_b17aeb5e_09a1_4d8a_88a0_3cbf1a][bookmark: _LINE__29_da8601f1_36a6_4753_ad0a_9cc76c]This bill amends the laws pertaining to agriculture and animals to allow the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to employ any person considered necessary to assist in any response to a natural or man-made disaster affecting animals both in the State and outside the State and provides for such a person's compensation.  It also establishes reporting requirements regarding such a disaster response.  It allows the Animal Welfare Advisory Council to have as a member a person who is a pet food supplier and an attorney with experience in the state court system.  It changes the rabies vaccination requirement to provide that an owner or keeper of a dog over 3 months of age must have the dog vaccinated.  It adds dangerous dogs and nuisance dogs to those animals that are excluded from obtaining dog licenses through the Internet licensing project.  It provides for the revocation of animal control officer certification if the officer refuses or intentionally fails to perform the officer's statutory duties.  It amends animal welfare laws to define "animal care facility" and to provide that the definition of "boarding kennel" applies to all privately owned animals that are kept for a fee.
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