131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Strengthen Temporary Protections for Children Living in Dwellings with Identified Lead Hazards
L.D. 
An Act to Strengthen Temporary Protections for Children Living in Dwellings with Identified Lead Hazards
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__fcdee29a_1c90_4053_b45][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__f6433337_ea7d_413b_ab99_d1207][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__df9a4914_286a_4c93_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_7db4b68d_672c_4761_8244_5141a43][bookmark: _PAR__1_02ce9036_6624_40c5_8195_3e48eb2e][bookmark: _LINE__1_84c40248_2739_4f68_ad2c_550c0a9]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4481963e_9a4c_467a_9da][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ff0155a3_6577_479a_9a94_3711][bookmark: _PAR__5_f9a80bc3_46b2_4893_a064_5f02bb56][bookmark: _LINE__12_bcdb6c16_c524_455b_9154_f9e4f7][bookmark: _LINE__13_0cf38764_370c_4507_a8bb_b52410][bookmark: _LINE__14_52a9ff97_c986_4007_be1c_021999][bookmark: _LINE__15_3745776e_6550_460d_a851_a05643][bookmark: _LINE__16_d419f215_6b50_4e4d_869f_4672a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75e39ab8_313f_40df_a3][bookmark: _LINE__17_02e03c53_6f74_47e7_972b_aae502][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6264f1ea_d615_4122_8e][bookmark: _LINE__18_d7207774_1ba4_4531_bbf0_4b1f46][bookmark: _LINE__19_b89b487b_cec4_4949_b973_1c05b3][bookmark: _LINE__20_a5074a00_c3b5_49c6_99b1_daa1b0][bookmark: _LINE__21_d8af47d0_5a66_4ef5_b6bf_9fbf83][bookmark: _LINE__22_f9282800_c246_4c35_a709_2f0c5e][bookmark: _LINE__23_eb3d0b6e_5f6f_414a_a2ab_a8607a][bookmark: _LINE__24_36146457_bec7_4d12_bae8_e7ea13][bookmark: _LINE__25_559daf97_bf13_4813_8de8_726da2][bookmark: _LINE__26_9c9104fc_d342_4a03_95b5_0c2caf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6d8ed81a_a7ce_42a1_9c2][bookmark: _LINE__27_657686b6_037c_4163_8833_a7d0b8][bookmark: _LINE__28_bbd3dcbe_2f99_40ad_916e_ea19a0][bookmark: _LINE__29_ad9b0ac8_1ba5_4b8d_b76c_f65a4b][bookmark: _LINE__30_b64afc67_3347_47ba_82bc_62f8a2]Until the owner brings any residential dwelling or premises into compliance with this Act while a tenant is occupying a dwelling unit, the owner shall move the tenant to a substitute dwelling unit upon reasonable notice.  The department may, on a case-by-case basis, waive this requirement if the department determines that the implementation of actions to reduce lead exposure or interim controls sufficiently protects the residents of the unit until full abatement is achieved.  Pursuant to section 1321, subsection 3-A, the department may order the owner to implement lead exposure reduction actions or interim controls as determined by the department with reasonable notice.  The owner shall pay reasonable moving expenses and any use and occupancy charges for a substitute dwelling unit that exceed the rent for the vacated dwelling unit for which the tenant remains responsible.  "Substitute dwelling unit" means a dwelling unit of like or similar accommodation and in like or similar location that is lead-safe.  If the tenant fails to accept the substitute dwelling unit selected by the owner while the owner is required to bring the vacated dwelling unit into compliance with this Act or the tenant fails to remain current in rent pursuant to the lease or tenancy at will under Title 14, section 6002, including the statutory period of right to cure, the owner is not obligated beyond 10 days after completion of remediation to reimburse the tenant for any expense or inconvenience other than moving expenses and any use and occupancy charges for the substitute dwelling unit selected by the owner that exceed the rent for the vacated dwelling unit.
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[bookmark: _PAR__7_22603d9a_1ab5_4507_a717_d04df9ee][bookmark: _LINE__32_9096c0ef_f845_45b5_92ba_895d64][bookmark: _LINE__33_e1a4e259_1241_4586_a5a9_600f2f][bookmark: _LINE__34_f8011135_94e0_4a3e_a98d_de800e][bookmark: _LINE__35_21acc5b1_e26c_485b_aaba_a34cb3]This bill establishes the authority of the Department of Health and Human Services to order and enforce actions to temporarily protect children and families living in any residential dwelling unit from identified lead hazards until they are relocated to lead-safe housing or lead hazards are abated.
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