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An Act to Establish a Grant Program to Increase Postsecondary Educational Opportunities for Students with Intellectual or Developmental Disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_8b31beb9_1f15_4b8e_b4a9_21bff1d1][bookmark: _LINE__3_c3e25283_44c0_4367_b667_1489548][bookmark: _LINE__4_c73d2ef1_c2dc_4925_bd9e_34b5f99][bookmark: _LINE__5_1088c603_df60_4747_955b_f8acabd][bookmark: _LINE__6_278f0e35_16ba_4bf5_9778_e4709b6]Whereas, this legislation establishes the Inclusive Higher Education Grant Program to support programs at institutions of higher education designed to increase postsecondary educational opportunities for students with intellectual or developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f0e29396_45d8_4f1d_997d_e299e6c2][bookmark: _LINE__7_77dbbad0_18b4_4abc_ad87_76f63fe][bookmark: _LINE__8_c48bd793_6e53_4294_b3d3_8279368][bookmark: _LINE__9_8215f1e4_f5fb_4f2b_9c0d_c8329bc][bookmark: _LINE__10_65246890_c746_494d_8069_49d1eb]Whereas, the Department of Health and Human Services is currently designing a Medicaid home and community-based services waiver, known as the Lifespan Waiver, to support individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2e17b0c6_c2f9_4c4c_af7c_de162865][bookmark: _LINE__11_7e88d28d_51e9_4067_a761_8f5d88][bookmark: _LINE__12_08cbe50d_fecc_4f40_9b3e_5497e4][bookmark: _LINE__13_899ef77a_d1e8_42bf_8f6f_493175]Whereas, the grant program established by this legislation could constructively inform the design of the Lifespan Waiver and should therefore be initiated as soon as possible before the Lifespan Waiver is expected to go into effect in 2025; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_77c61a72_d8e0_4aa7_82f5_d2acb8bf][bookmark: _LINE__14_5abf6cd7_8c42_4ea1_a23d_b35455][bookmark: _LINE__15_6748ca26_b6a8_48ba_b42f_2943d7][bookmark: _LINE__16_22c19695_1d0d_4b0a_b698_5e8ac4][bookmark: _LINE__17_bd31af06_413e_44c2_aef1_579d5e]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e02fae2b_480b_4df3_ae][bookmark: _PAR__9_d96efd7d_83d2_49db_81fc_029c9af3][bookmark: _LINE__21_2581bf93_7900_45cf_bce8_8bfadc]INCLUSIVE HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT PROGRAM
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ed2dfc44_58a0_419f_b7f7_3a19][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9e7bde0c_d60f_43e1_a71][bookmark: _PAR__11_91a28e08_ea12_4ac4_aa21_e3b237b][bookmark: _LINE__23_794b2721_9b2a_469b_9331_74e198][bookmark: _LINE__24_767ec3c5_0ae3_4dee_ba76_bca341]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5d19dc66_c9a7_4ccb_b0ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9aed6b8b_aea2_4ad0_bd64_34e][bookmark: _PAR__5_8f7c198e_5227_4b1d_9e61_53515684][bookmark: _LINE__8_6a7fc761_a622_4571_969e_3f863bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8716772c_c807_4aa3_81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e4d1d104_9329_4ce8_834][bookmark: _LINE__9_e462ecd4_435a_4657_b990_8172338][bookmark: _LINE__10_0cff8967_ec93_44b9_ba50_d946a4][bookmark: _LINE__11_175128bc_a7d3_41e1_a458_fed7b8][bookmark: _LINE__12_dd7ebcf1_6154_4102_83ad_a6f6e8]3. Inclusive higher education. "Inclusive higher education" means a program of higher education that offers students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder, to the greatest extent possible, the same rights, privileges, experiences, benefits and outcomes that result in a higher education experience similar to students without disabilities.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__22bc41f7_a64a_4232_978c_0258][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d5c585cc_5a08_47e7_81f][bookmark: _PAR__9_dd80a1a2_7ccf_4170_a295_24dbd8b7][bookmark: _LINE__20_272ac3c9_2baf_4d51_a0f1_a4c79f][bookmark: _LINE__21_b57e07e7_9eca_4cd0_a03c_87c20b][bookmark: _LINE__22_e3b3dcac_6655_4256_a285_82e8dc][bookmark: _LINE__23_58bda1fb_6b14_46d9_96bd_2f2719][bookmark: _LINE__24_b0082b04_6f41_4cda_a86d_2e00b0]The Inclusive Higher Education Grant Program is established in the department to support postsecondary educational opportunities for students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder. Under the grant program, the department shall award competitive grants to institutions of higher education in the State to develop and implement program plans.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c5069c42_3901_45e1_ac09_338][bookmark: _PAR__13_f76c00df_a6e8_4baf_b1e2_c61ad46][bookmark: _LINE__33_57ad8d6a_8f23_4811_8162_745fad][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__698fbca3_64ce_4960_9206][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__493e54dd_4fbc_4d99_a4c](1) Materials describing the purpose and goals of the grant program;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7b2f080f_d5e7_45f4_a3a3_4e9][bookmark: _PAR__14_32a1b097_83c0_4d78_a6b1_be8477f][bookmark: _LINE__34_5cec9421_1200_4aac_b0b2_c17018][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__29a8fb62_bc1b_4ea1_9df9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee3e84f3_98ef_4026_82f](2) An application for the grant program;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9e84d5d1_0b1c_4d1d_b2cd_2d7][bookmark: _PAR__15_61c0cd1e_21cc_4e2e_945b_a03e056][bookmark: _LINE__35_8e4e493b_8f3c_4168_93c9_f2f664][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4349a826_e441_4bd5_a56e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d918ebf4_d717_45dc_b40](3) Compliance requirements and information concerning available funding; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7633fb21_021b_499d_a206_3ef][bookmark: _PAR__16_a7829376_ee9d_493b_b9b6_71c95dc][bookmark: _LINE__36_66048176_59fb_4581_8e59_374560][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2e259b43_5ac8_4b19_8129][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__65f801c1_630f_4d2f_8db][bookmark: _LINE__37_dc4adf7f_ebf8_4937_aa18_f2c847][bookmark: _LINE__38_cd7a5b0f_0a14_48bb_b4f5_031e1d](4) Information outlining the requirements for qualifying as a comprehensive transition and postsecondary program under the federal Higher Education Act of 1965, 20 United States Code, Section 1140 (2010);
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__50bc243c_9bbb_4238_8f80][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__efca9814_dd67_4c40_898e_d6f6][bookmark: _PAR__18_0d8f2ea2_5834_4941_8ceb_c88c0a6][bookmark: _LINE__41_f657128d_0a85_4828_b45c_c17d82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c25c8a6a_ed3a_4a02_ab4]D. Develop application requirements consistent with subsection 2;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1786be8c_9195_40e0_9f96][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c577fd94_a2a2_4b1c_8bd7_1f35][bookmark: _PAR__2_fdecadb8_dbeb_4cd6_b6bb_b145347c][bookmark: _LINE__3_488dc154_769c_4db5_b9c7_1459049][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de030e2c_82e7_4c70_9d8][bookmark: _LINE__4_2bd73914_e291_4152_9e73_a39dd3d][bookmark: _LINE__5_74ce8942_6896_4b03_b152_4231b28]F. Adopt rules as necessary for the operation of the grant program. Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5de46e9d_37d8_4d93_8504][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__131dc32a_929f_498c_b991_3f77][bookmark: _PAR__4_d7e24818_29a2_442b_b9b1_f102e8c2][bookmark: _LINE__8_36168f2f_58a1_4503_87c0_3507d7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1ca2b71c_afa9_4a3e_ace][bookmark: _LINE__9_6ba89a13_7d37_482a_ac06_311969d][bookmark: _LINE__10_0933d7f6_7e58_4a02_85a4_9104c1]A. Offer the supports necessary to allow students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder to have the same rights, privileges, experiences, benefits and outcomes as students without disabilities;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a28860d1_6952_4bda_a6e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d527eda3_6f0e_4e19_8501_0d65][bookmark: _PAR__5_2ae56793_ce59_4600_8f68_c0940d4e][bookmark: _LINE__11_a4262a07_3c9a_4649_acb4_6cfc96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__204ae375_4a20_45cb_ace][bookmark: _LINE__12_93f7dd78_145a_4ae8_8971_4227b3][bookmark: _LINE__13_ab723d01_7334_412c_8284_94d0cb]B. Ensure that students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder have access to a wide array of academic courses that students without disabilities attend;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__905d1c97_175a_47e4_b6e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__006a6e01_9d80_4920_8bd4_fac3][bookmark: _PAR__6_25d1f418_1641_4f64_a399_cf76a0ba][bookmark: _LINE__14_b779cc4c_822b_4958_9392_7bd173][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6e939dc_3212_4ccc_96a][bookmark: _LINE__15_345dfea6_5516_4a42_965f_34ace0][bookmark: _LINE__16_ff4cc1c9_4aa1_43ff_9a23_06b105][bookmark: _LINE__17_05297f23_9a79_4e82_84f1_425d29]C. Ensure that students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder have access to and support for participation in campus life, including social activities and organizations, institution facilities and other institution resources, including technological resources, available to students without disabilities;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4fbed981_db15_4d02_9050][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4c03b07_f07b_489d_9e26_0d07][bookmark: _PAR__7_c78ce49c_1c7c_4bd0_8987_9251d85d][bookmark: _LINE__18_a4cca687_5fb3_4ad7_adce_f22fce][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9f1d5fea_4293_4600_b4d][bookmark: _LINE__19_d6738a92_70a5_4876_a508_31cf10][bookmark: _LINE__20_bf3ffac2_5ac8_43d2_9412_025814]D. Provide students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder with the supports and experiences necessary to seek and sustain competitive employment;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__85d95de2_1d62_4bb4_935d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ef885e6d_02b8_47be_9340_f4fd][bookmark: _PAR__8_328749ee_02a3_4473_b1ad_4f74e635][bookmark: _LINE__21_dcab4a0d_7dc7_423a_b662_35c316][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__15126433_1b01_4d43_b6b][bookmark: _LINE__22_aba1bf32_4226_4b07_af38_d9d5d4]E. Develop and promote the self-determination skills of students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7ecb3edc_2b4b_4e07_a306][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__163f57d5_9853_4963_a713_b022][bookmark: _PAR__9_78b43831_ae57_4b78_a3a8_7e05958b][bookmark: _LINE__23_b09a8e52_4de0_4003_9adb_3ad1ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e3ef2f8_6dda_4d1e_b90]F. Offer peer mentoring;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47482dab_16b4_4611_9f5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4da6ce3_d17b_40b1_9915_8dfa][bookmark: _PAR__10_e194d543_c802_4acc_8036_7d50102][bookmark: _LINE__24_64b393dc_1626_4f40_aa1b_2060cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__535c8feb_d278_4359_a09][bookmark: _LINE__25_debc9b03_dab4_465f_a365_35ca17][bookmark: _LINE__26_e2af55e7_6234_42c9_ad95_3806aa][bookmark: _LINE__27_16721b97_7f51_4ff9_ba53_242b38][bookmark: _LINE__28_b934de16_3626_448e_8b83_40f39e][bookmark: _LINE__29_9ba928f0_f3f5_4855_9d3a_54a77b][bookmark: _LINE__30_0d4f81ce_79d6_4643_bc21_a799c5][bookmark: _LINE__31_0c36d7dc_c353_45e4_a7bc_7c0c67]G. Adopt admissions standards that do not require students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder to possess a high school diploma or to participate in a curriculum-based achievement college entrance examination that is administered nationwide. For the purposes of this paragraph, "curriculum-based achievement college entrance examination" means a college entrance examination composed of questions directly related to high school curricula. "Curriculum-based achievement college entrance examination" does not include an examination primarily designed to measure scholastic aptitude;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31012d3b_4ad6_4da6_a758][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5a1cab43_8cd9_4a82_aaf8_403d][bookmark: _PAR__11_7ca6bc23_d73f_4351_b065_8f4b0fd][bookmark: _LINE__32_e89f7d25_effe_4c59_9972_c398cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40db498e_418a_43e1_830][bookmark: _LINE__33_d5477939_01b8_42ba_b391_c567f8][bookmark: _LINE__34_6ee42358_6ac5_450a_aa43_bad7e3]H. Include the development of one or more meaningful credentials for students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder to earn on successful completion of the program plan; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__435d947b_c191_4648_a63b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2fd834f3_2442_455a_869f_8166][bookmark: _PAR__12_c8e78887_791a_4d46_b8b3_f258664][bookmark: _LINE__35_513bd6bd_44d6_4015_9dca_03f7be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec6b64c9_7f37_4ad4_91b][bookmark: _LINE__36_8dcffa20_5ed0_4e5b_8d61_d6fcd9][bookmark: _LINE__37_f309e575_5f06_4832_a6ed_228e2d][bookmark: _LINE__38_1d65b5d7_b243_468d_8508_fa61e0]I.  Use as a model the requirements for a comprehensive transition and postsecondary program under the federal Higher Education Act of 1965, 20 United States Code, Section 1140 (2010) to the extent practicable and to the extent that those requirements do not conflict with any provision of this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a897209c_8950_468c_ab60_4b94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e97665a4_a203_4029_808][bookmark: _PAR__13_1f37a6c1_8b53_49bd_8fe6_aee1278][bookmark: _LINE__39_ecff13c0_d558_4ef4_9149_6c3ba8][bookmark: _LINE__40_2cc14e9b_3c3d_4284_a3c7_e9fbfe]A grant application must show that the institution of higher education has engaged stakeholders in the development of the program plan.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4dca6817_d7c4_4122_8d08][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__11148d4a_3ebc_4ac7_8fa8_40c][bookmark: _PAR__14_fc9bd280_2d38_4f9a_b77d_3df231b][bookmark: _LINE__41_a129319d_fc66_46cf_be77_644ec9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6786511b_ca36_4889_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9d9c0ea_15e1_463c_89b][bookmark: _LINE__42_651a3a66_0fdf_47fb_9961_696557][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__55d0ae35_989a_4cf0_9a4c_95b][bookmark: _PAGE__4_815ee52c_adc4_4148_b164_16bae12][bookmark: _PAR__1_8257107c_90eb_4874_9faa_b9839267][bookmark: _LINE__1_a0a771d3_3032_44d2_8fbb_0c56ae9][bookmark: _LINE__2_fc2fec1d_b0cd_489c_9a25_87caaef][bookmark: _LINE__3_187d174a_8c0b_4b03_a5f3_39c0a26]3. Scholarships required. An institution of higher education awarded funding under the grant program shall use 25% of the funds received to provide scholarships to students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder participating in the program plan. A scholarship recipient under this subsection is not required to possess a high school diploma.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e8ab8700_5246_41d5_8cf3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__73d9f569_e716_4304_ad60_3c6][bookmark: _PAR__2_a44fb24c_54b3_44be_b07d_6efdf950][bookmark: _LINE__4_60e36d54_63f8_4e09_8d6a_38245a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__28661da7_ae17_485c_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62ebc0f6_a072_4cae_b00][bookmark: _LINE__5_b010fd6a_f443_4b99_97bd_b38adc7]4. Reports. An institution of higher education participating in the grant program and the department shall submit the following reports.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5e516c74_480c_4708_b16c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__50a46129_605b_4bb7_bc5e_d87e][bookmark: _PAR__3_4752f291_6073_4da6_986b_082d9c93][bookmark: _LINE__6_e232a365_de4b_41a2_b701_d2d78d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5639e69d_9ce9_4706_8f5][bookmark: _LINE__7_9154e1b1_ef8f_4ef9_a0f3_2ee0dfe][bookmark: _LINE__8_5144cade_f64a_4077_ae95_7ef71f5]A. Beginning January 1, 2026, and every 6 months thereafter, an institution of higher education awarded a grant under the grant program shall submit to the department a report that includes:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__554e3b13_0da6_4c00_9559_b3b][bookmark: _PAR__4_218cdd3c_4b87_45f6_a9dd_be3930a3][bookmark: _LINE__9_ffa9b303_f1e2_4dec_b9ad_07e49ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__25938f1a_3b9f_4093_b069][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__79ff379c_ca09_4d0b_ad9][bookmark: _LINE__10_15f8a9c0_1191_4551_89d3_4e467c](1) A strategy for the sustainability of the institution of higher education's program plan, including enrollment projections;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2f0fde17_0b67_4752_b361_df1][bookmark: _PAR__5_02513e26_3259_4153_85bb_eb89385f][bookmark: _LINE__11_6770cfd1_8efd_4b5c_8853_7595f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26cd7965_be43_4ebf_89ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84d4b18e_d0d0_4ff1_aa8][bookmark: _LINE__12_4bc60c9c_8489_4cfe_a309_b4e3c8](2) Any needs for training, technical assistance and any other support necessary to provide for continuation of the program plan; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9892bae9_4ce8_4e37_9af3_c43][bookmark: _PAR__6_acf7c837_e952_4b99_8c96_1789bf9d][bookmark: _LINE__13_2b45da1f_7e6c_4011_9dcf_88e43c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e28d9780_d8db_4f7f_a32d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84a3c2c1_fe43_4265_bd5][bookmark: _LINE__14_4b53710b_3c00_4c09_aa72_dab928][bookmark: _LINE__15_bd49cf57_b9d9_44d8_b52c_ddc075][bookmark: _LINE__16_c19b7ef6_572f_4398_a9ca_6a6a92](3) An evaluation by the institution of higher education of the program plan and identification of best practices with the goal of promoting the development of a statewide model program plan for use by other institutions of higher education in the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c471af9_ce36_4ac9_90b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__28f3562f_f1d4_422e_a044_f348][bookmark: _PAR__7_ef0e3206_9059_4879_b64e_da084866][bookmark: _LINE__17_ff1b9a63_855a_4059_8218_3a85b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f651547_f942_4a5d_bbb][bookmark: _LINE__18_7385dc64_9178_424c_b973_09331d][bookmark: _LINE__19_bbd38cf4_2988_45fe_ba0a_61de6b]B. On or before March 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the department shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters on the effectiveness and success of the grant program.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__d2c29f10_728a_434f_9a][bookmark: _PAR__8_8ced6743_a7e5_4703_b09a_f0018ede][bookmark: _LINE__20_fb79404a_a92c_46be_98df_af2957][bookmark: _LINE__21_2d181c5a_a020_4e20_92cc_d2df2e]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__0cb6bb7a_a6b7_4dac_ad4c_f676e2][bookmark: _PAR__9_f5294c6f_a0dd_44c4_8ae7_215bff52][bookmark: _LINE__22_1ee315e0_7c98_45c1_93b3_5039f9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_9b8e1915_9fa5_49b6_b660_6b67862][bookmark: _LINE__23_1a56cee4_f011_437a_ab71_fce079][bookmark: _LINE__24_cafc1568_7fbf_4ed0_9a51_693236][bookmark: _LINE__25_4988f4a2_edd4_460a_b79c_8db354]This bill establishes a grant program in the Department of Education to increase postsecondary educational opportunities and support employability for students with intellectual or developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_5a5b45e6_a7f7_4335_be86_74bdf6f][bookmark: _LINE__26_b64214cf_d06a_48e7_95d2_7403c0][bookmark: _LINE__27_3c42ec30_1deb_4086_bcaf_e0c746][bookmark: _LINE__28_12c6b859_d93a_4b6c_8e06_c7a3a2][bookmark: _LINE__29_8591a716_9b40_4af4_a8c0_922f7a][bookmark: _LINE__30_11f03350_fc49_454b_b76c_120438]Under the grant program, the department awards competitive grants to institutions of higher education in the State to develop and implement program plans that offer students with intellectual or developmental disabilities or autism spectrum disorder, to the greatest extent possible, the same rights, privileges, experiences, benefits and outcomes in a higher education experience as students without disabilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6315be2d_02bd_4600_8762_11884cf][bookmark: _LINE__31_29c83f9b_0e1c_422c_baa1_cc1ac7][bookmark: _LINE__32_c2cbc63f_d9ec_4812_9557_3c1849][bookmark: _LINE__33_54652230_9cc6_496b_a890_79251b][bookmark: _LINE__34_63d359cf_e56c_490b_bb87_542ba8][bookmark: _LINE__35_7e085830_f40d_4430_9382_a5eee6][bookmark: _LINE__36_02ac87de_4709_454b_af56_d1dd71][bookmark: _LINE__37_cad6c4f5_4789_452c_b2cc_bbae98]The bill requires that, in order to receive funding under the grant program, program plans developed by institutions of higher education must meet the requirements of a comprehensive transition and postsecondary program under the federal Higher Education Act of 1965 so that students enrolled in the program plan may be eligible for certain federal grants and work-study programs. The bill requires institutions of higher education to use 25% of the funds received through the grant program for scholarships for students participating in the program plan.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2715254d_13cd_4f57_b196_36b4f48][bookmark: _LINE__38_8934d96d_88cb_4f00_b388_6fac11][bookmark: _LINE__39_f23db56f_d92e_4596_b88c_d70ff0][bookmark: _LINE__40_b820230b_2a6e_41ef_90d1_1b85ff][bookmark: _LINE__41_8bc92240_4235_497b_9574_6f6d9c]Finally, the bill requires institutions of higher education that have been awarded grants to make periodic reports to the department concerning the progress and sustainability of their program plans and requires the department to annually report to the Legislature on the effectiveness of the grant program.
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