
130th MAINE LEGISLATURE
NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION HEARING

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Senator Anne Carney, Senate Chair
Representative Thom Harnett, House Chair


POSITION:  Supreme Judicial Court Justice
NOMINEE:  The Honorable Andrew Mead of Bangor

PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 2:00 PM


POSITION DESCRIPTION:

	The Supreme Judicial Court (4 MRSA, §1-§58) consists of a Chief Justice, 6 Associate Justices, and such Active Retired Justices as may be appointed.  Associate Justices are appointed by the Governor, subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the Senate.
	The Supreme Judicial Court has general administrative and supervisory authority over the Judicial Department, issues advisory opinions to other branches of government, and, in its capacity as the Law Court, is the court of last resort in Maine.  With rare exception, appeals from trial court matters may be filed in the Supreme Judicial Court.  
	An Associate Justice participates in making decisions arising out of the appeal of civil and criminal cases, appeals concerning decisions of certain regulatory agencies, and interlocutory appeals. Individual members of the Supreme Judicial Court may be assigned to serve as a single justice for appellate review of sentences, habeas corpus, matters of equity, admission to the bar and attorney disbarment proceedings. Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court issue advisory opinions concerning important questions of law and on "solemn occasions" when required by the Governor, the Maine Senate or the House of Representatives and may make decisions regarding legislative apportionment.
	Associate Justices may also be assigned by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to sit in the Superior Court or the District Court in any region; and, when so assigned, the Justice may hear all matters and issue all orders, notices, decrees and judgments that any Superior Court Justice or District Court Judge is authorized to hear and issue.
	The term of appointment for Associate Justices is 7 years. The salary of the Associate Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court is set by statute.


DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS: Written comments relevant to qualifications of the nominee may be filed with the Legislative Information Office by 9 am on the day of the hearing.
CONTACT PERSON: Casey Milligan, Legislative Information Office, 100 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0100; 207-287-1692


[bookmark: _GoBack]Committees will not be receiving testimony at the State House complex and will be conducting meetings electronically. Submit written testimony by email to jud@legislature.maine.gov or mail to: 100 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04333-0100. To register to provide oral testimony over the electronic platform or via a toll-free phone number, sign up online at https://www.mainelegislature.org/testimony/. To provide oral testimony, register no later than 30 minutes prior to the posted start time of the meeting; registration received after that time will be accepted at the discretion of the committee chairs. Committee meetings may be heard at www.mainelegislature.org or viewed at www.youtube.com/mainestatelegislature. Persons with special needs wishing to participate in a Legislative hearing ho require accommodations should notify the Legislative Information Office as soon as possible: 207-287-1692, FAX 207-287-1580, lio@legislature.maine.gov 

