
129th MAINE LEGISLATURE
NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION HEARING

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Senator Rebecca Millett, Senate Chair
Representative Victoria P. Kornfield, House Chair


POSITION:  Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation, Board of Trustees
NOMINEE:  Mr. Lucas St. Clair of Falmouth

PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, March 9, 2020, 10:00 AM, Cross Building, Room 208


POSITION DESCRIPTION:

	The establishment of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation was approved by the 115th Legislature to develop, maintain and support a structure of public broadcasting that can ensure the most cohesive and efficient system possible for audiences throughout the State (P.L. 1991, Chapter 848).  The Corporation was created to unify the operations of the two educational broadcasting entities then in existence -- the Maine Public Broadcasting Network, or MPBN, operated by the University of Maine System and WCBB, operated by the Colby-Bates-Bowdoin Educational Telecasting Corporation -- into a nonprofit, nonstock, private corporation that provides public, noncommercial, radio and television programs.  The board of trustees must include on member representing the University of Maine System appointed by the Board of Trustees of the University of Maine System and one member must be appointed by the Governor, subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs and to confirmation by the Senate (P.L. 2013, Chapter 367).
	
		The Board of Trustees is composed of not fewer than eighteen or more than twenty-two trustees, including:  the Chancellor of the University of Maine System; 3 members of the Board of Trustees of the University of Maine System; the President of Bates College; the President of Bowdoin College; the President of Colby College; not fewer than 8 nor more than 12 public trustees elected by the Board in the manner prescribed in the corporation's bylaws; and 2 additional public trustees appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Legislature.  The President of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation is a nonvoting member of the  Board.  The public trustees serve four year terms; however, the initial terms of appointment will be staggered for the 2 gubernatorially-appointed, public trustees.
	
		The powers and duties of the Board of Trustees are prescribed in the bylaws of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation.  The corporate powers of the Maine Public Broadcasting Corporation are vested in the Board.  The Board may exercise such powers as it deems necessary for the conduct and management of the Corporation’s affairs.  The powers and duties of the Board of Trustees include the adoption and oversight of the Corporation’s annual budget, the election of certain public trustees, the engagement of the President of the Corporation and other duties as defined in the Corporation’s bylaws.


DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS: Written comments relevant to qualifications of the nominee may be filed with the Legislative Information Office by 9 am on the day of the hearing.
CONTACT PERSON: Casey Milligan, Legislative Information Office, 100 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0100; 207-287-1692
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