
132nd MAINE LEGISLATURE
NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION HEARING

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Senator Anne Carney, Senate Chair
Representative Amy D. Kuhn, House Chair


POSITION:  Superior Court Justice
NOMINEE:   Darcie N. McElwee, Esq. of Scarborough

PUBLIC HEARING: Wednesday, March 19, 2025, 11:00 AM, State House, Room 438


POSITION DESCRIPTION:

	The Superior Court (4 MRSA c.3) consists of 18 Justices (including a Chief Justice), and Active Retired Justices as may be appointed.  Superior Court Justices are appointed by the Governor, subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the Senate.
	
	The Superior Court has original jurisdiction over all matters, which are not within the exclusive jurisdiction of the District Court. The Superior Court is Maine's trial court of general jurisdiction, and is the only court in which civil jury trials are held.  The Unified Criminal Docket was created in 2017 and merged the Superior and District Courts’ handling of all criminal matters, including jury trials and sentencing. Adult, family, and juvenile "drug treatment courts", domestic violence case coordination courts, Veterans' courts and a co-occurring disorders court are operated within the Unified Criminal Docket.
	
	 A Superior Court Justice has jurisdiction to determine any civil action, except small claims. In addition, a Superior Court Justice has limited appellate jurisdiction.
	
	A Superior Court Justice may also be assigned by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to sit in the Superior Court or the District Court in any region; and, when so assigned, the Justice may hear all matters and issue all orders, notices, decrees and judgments that any Superior Court Justice or District Court Judge is authorized to hear and issue.
	The term of appointment for Superior Court Justices is 7 years.  The annual salary is set by statute.
	


DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS: Written comments relevant to qualifications of the nominee may be filed with the Legislative Information Office by 9 am on the day of the hearing.
CONTACT PERSON: Casey Milligan, Legislative Information Office, 100 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0100; 207-287-1692

