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Good mornmg Senator Ingwersen, Representat1ve Pluecker and members of the Iomt Stand1ng Comm1ttee on 
Agr1culture, Conservatlon and Forestry My name 1s Heather Spald1ng and I am deputy d1rector of the Mame 
Orgamc Farmers and Gardeners Assoc1at1on (MOFGA) MOFGA 1s workmg to bu1ld a food system that 1s 
healthy and fa1r for all of us We extend quahty, agr1culture-based educat1on to young people across Mame I 

am speakmg today 1n favor of LD 1817 - An Act to Support Outdoor Educatzon by Establzshmg the Outdoor ‘School 
for All Mame Students Program

\ 
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Th1s b1ll would fund 1rnmers1ve outdoor educat1on for Ma1ne's fourth through e1ghth graders, prov1d1ng $6 2 
m1ll1on 1n each of Mame's fiscal year 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 for partnershlps between the Umvers1ty of 
Ma1ne’s Cooperatlve Extenslon and Ma1ne’s school admm1strat1ve d1str1cts It would support the health and 
wellness of students by expand1ng 1nterd1se1pl1nary educat1on opportun1t1es, phys1cal act1v1ty, and fresh a1r m 
natural settmgs We are parhcularly exc1ted aboututhe opportun1t1es’that th1sleg1slat1on would p1‘0V1d€ for 
encourag1ng students to learn about ‘healthy, local, orgamc and sustamable food and agnculture systems 

At MOFGA we offer garden-based educat1on to members of the publ1c year-round, both 1n-person and onllne, 
as well as at the Common Ground F a1r every September We partner w1th the Mame School Garden Network, 
where one our Commumty Educat1on D1rector s1ts on the board S1nce 1998, we have been welcommg school 
groups to our Common Ground Educauon Center where they part1c1pate 111 p1‘O]€ClIS 1n our gardens and 
orchards, mcludmg many groups of students Students from the Ecology Learmng Center, Ironwood and 
Mame Academy of Natural Sc1ences are regular v1s1tors and parhclpants 1n our educat1onal programs Don 
Pendleton, a MOF GA staff member who works regularly w1th these groups on var1ous outdoor pI‘O]€CtS, says 
"You can see the change 1n the k1ds when they come here let them d1g 1n the d1rt, or look at bugs, and they 
are focused Out here we don't see behav1oral problems For a Wh1le I had some bee h1ves and had several 
groups over here and they would be mesmer1zed w1th the bees Klds get r1ght 1nto 1t, they l1ke the freedom, 
they hke bemg outs1de." 1 

We are well aware of how meanmgful thése programs are 1n terms of enablmg more effectlve learnmg and 
better behav1ora1 outcomes for students Once a school has the chance to tr1al a garden program and beg1ns to 
see some of these outcomes mamfest themselves - for 1nstance, lower 1nstances of behav1oral referrals or more 
effect1ve sclence learnmg - 1t W111 l1kely become eas1er for them to ]ust1fy the contlnued costs of such programs 
even after grant funds have explred after three years 

We also see many connect1ons between the program‘ that tl'LlS b1ll would 1n1t1ate and our goal of supportmg the 
growth of a healthler food system for all 
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A core part of burldlng a healthy food system 1s bulldmg awareness about our current agrlcultural system 
Where does our food come from? What does 1t look and feel l1ke to be a farmer 1n Mame today? What does 1t 
actually cost to produce quallty food - that 1s, food grown 1n a way that allows farmers and farmworkers to 
make a decent l1v1ng, and that respects ecosystem health and conserves natural resources? These are questlons 

that we need more Manners to reflect on regularly LD 1817 could support the growth of a healthy and fa1r 
food system, as 1t could help k1ds bulld connect1ons between the food that they, and the1r commun1t1es, 

produce and the food that they prepare and eat
‘ 

Exposure to gardemng m young k1ds and teenagers can have hfelong effects perhaps promptmg an 1nterest 1n 
farm work, forestry or landscapmg as a meanmgful career, or an lnterest (parred w1th the ab1l1ty) to grow food 

for one's own fam1ly, boostlng the1r health and food secur1ty Both have tremendous value 

We also see th1s as a ]ust1ce and equ1ty 1ssue We know that better-funded school d1str1cts are more hkely to be 
able to fund the1r own gardener educator pos1t1ons w1thout any grant assrstance, offermg the1r students the 
opportumty to reap all the health, learmng and behav1oralbenef1ts of th1s programmmg But ch1ldren 1n all 
parts of Mame deserve a quallty educatlon Th1s grant program would help level the play1ngf1eld so that k1ds 
m commumt1es of all kmds could benefit from these opportunrtles 

MOF GA thanks Senator Stacy Brenner for brmglng th1s b1ll forward and we urge the Comm1ttee to support 
th1s b1ll I would be happy to answer questlons 1f you have any 

$$%*****$$$%%*** 

The Mame Organzc Farmers and Gardeners Assoczatzon (MOFGA) started zn 1971 and zs the oldest and largest state 
organzc organzzatzon zn the country We're a broad-based communzty that educates about and advocates for organu: 

agrzculture, zllumznatmg its Interdependence wzth a healthy enozronment, local food productzon, and thrzomg 

communztzes We have 15,000 members, we certzfy more than 500 organza farms and processzngfacdztzes representzng 
$90 mzllzon zn sales, and we are workmg hard to promde tramzng and create opportumtzes for Ma1ne's next generatzon of 
farmers Each of these farmers zs a Mame busznessperson for whom economzc health and environmental health are 
mterdependent Whzle MOP GA enozsrons a future of healthy ecosystems, communltzes, people and economres sustatned 
by the practtces of organzc agrzculture, we attrzbute our success to collaboratton and outreach to growers across the 
management spectrum
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