
From: Janice Cooper [mailto:janicecooDerforhouseagmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 11:42 AM
To: Ashcroft, Beth
Subject: Request to the Government Oversight and Accountability Committee

To the member of the Government Oversight and Accountability Committee.:

In an email dated July 24 to OPEGA Director Beth Ashcroft, I requested this Committee to broaden its
review of the facts pertaining to Governor Paul LePage's alleged activities regarding his threat to withhold
public funding to the Good-Will Hinckley School to also include similar activities. As I wrote to Ms.Ashcroft, I
request this Committee to also investigate "the reported involvement of Gov. LePage in threatening the loss of
public funds to the World Acadian Congress unless its president, Jason Parent, were dismissed from office.
President Parent did in fact leave that position, and according to news reports, his departure was the result of the
governor's alleged threats. See http://bangordailynews.com/2015/07/24/news/state/lepage-denies-forcing-
ouster-of-acadian-congress-president/

"If accurate, this scenario closely resembles the one previously reported and now under investigation by your
office, involving the governor's threat to withhold state funds unless the Good-Will Hinckley school rescinded
its job offer to Speaker Mark Eves. The two episodes also mirror the sequence of events reported with respect to
the firing of President John Fitzsimmons from the Maine Community College System. If true, these three events
demonstrate a highly disturbing pattern of abuse of power by the governor, more than the previously reported
albeit egregious episode.

"In addition, I ask that the committee use your offices to investigate the incident wherein the governor
purportedly called workers compensation administrative judges to his office and berated them for issuing
decisions he deemed pro-labor or pro-worker. If true, this, too, is an instance of improper use of the governor's
authority, this time to influence the judicial process in administrative proceedings, also a clear violation of his
duty to faithfully execute the powers of his office."

I understand that the Committee has already investigated and reached its conclusions on the incident regarding
undue influence on administrative judges However, if it appears that this is part of a pattern of misuse of
government authority it may be appropriate to revisit this episode and consider whether it falls into such a
pattern that together, form a serious violation of the governor's duty to faithfully execute the powers of his
office.

Finally, I also advised Ms. Ashcroft and now this Committee that I believe the Committee should consider
retaining independent counsel to advise it and the House, should that step become necessary. As I wrote, "Prior
to moving to Maine, I worked for three years for the US House Judiciary Committee as counsel on the
impeachment of US District Court Judge Alcee Hastings. In that capacity, I was part of a team that conducted
the investigation, presented evidence to the House Judiciary Committee, the House of Representatives, and
subsequently, in the trial before the US Senate. Accordingly, I am very familiar with the law regarding
impeachment, including the meaning of impeachable offense, preferred procedures, standards, rules of
evidence, etc. If I can be of any assistance to the committee or your office, please do not hesitate to contact me.
One issue that has arisen that I think requires a closer look is the reliance on the Maine Attorney General Office
for your legal advice. In the congressional impeachment cases, we took the position, which is shared by the
federal courts, that impeachment is wholly a legislative function, and the executive and judicial branches have
little if any role to play. Accordingly, I urge the Committee to retain outside counsel, responsible only to the
House, so that this line is not crossed. I can anticipate situations where the advice of the AG's office may differ
from those of the committee or other legal experts."

With best wishes,

Rep. Janice Cooper (Yarmouth, Chebeague Is., Long Is.)


	Page 1

