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1. Introduction

Since its construction, the Hall of Flags has had a long and distinguished tradition
as a Reception room and gatheringarea for Legislators and the public. With its historic
collection of battle flags from the Civil War forward, the Hall of Flags is a placefor
Maine citizens to honor and reflect upon the many Maine men and women who defended
our Country and made the ultimate sacrifice defending freedom and our democratic
values and way of life. It is also the most public room in the Maine State House, where
members of the public, Executiveand Judicial officials and Legislators freely intermingle
and communicate in the course of legislative affairs.

In adopting this Hall Use Policy, the Legislative Council establishes protocols for
use of the Hall of Flags that: protect the safety of the public; prohibit uses that are
inappropriate in the presence of schoolchildren or others; and provide for social discourse
and forums for education on governmental matters in ways that bestow respect for the
Hall of Flags and honor to the people and events it symbolizes.

2. Authorized Uses

The Hall of Flags may be used only for organized events that have a bona fide
educational purpose relating to governmental matters, legislative affairs, legislative or
gubernatorial ceremonies or other like category of activity. The Hall of Flags may not be
used for any substantially private activity or event unrelated to the conduct of the public's
business.

Furthermore, the Hall of Flags may not be used for acts of civil disobedience,
petition signing for referenda, clemency petitions or advocacy, private events such as
weddings, funerals, dinners or dances, or mercantilism. In addition, activities, including
the display or distribution of materials that a person would reasonably find to be
offensive, harassing, degrading or unduly disruptive or activities that are inappropriate in
the presence of schoolchildren are prohibited.

3. Health and Safety

Protection of the health and safety of persons in the State House takes precedence
over all activities and events in the Hall of Flags. The Legislative Council authorizes the
Executive Director to establish such procedures and standards as necessary to protect the
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