
Maine Revised Statutes

Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Chapter 747: NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT ACT

§4201. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following

meanings. [1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW).]

1. Animal feeding operation.  "Animal feeding operation" means a lot or facility where animals are
confined and fed for a total of at least 45 days in a 12-month period. "Animal feeding operation" does not
include an aquatic animal production facility.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]

2. Animal unit.  "Animal unit" means 1,000 pounds of animal body weight.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]

3. Board.  "Board" means the Nutrient Management Review Board established in section 4203.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]

4. Farm nutrient.  "Farm nutrient" means a substance or recognized plant nutrient, element or
compound that is used or sold for its plant nutritive content or its claimed nutritive value for use in growing
crops. The term includes, but is not limited to, livestock and poultry manures, compost as fertilizer,
commercially manufactured chemical fertilizers, sewage sludge, residuals or combinations of these.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]

5. Nutrient management plan.  "Nutrient management plan" means a written document that outlines
how farm nutrients are stored, managed and utilized on the farm for which the plan is written.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]

6. Regulated residual.  "Regulated residual" means a residual regulated by the Department of
Environmental Protection pursuant to Title 38, chapter 13 that is used primarily for its nitrogen and
phosphorous value as determined by the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. "Regulated
residual" does not include compost in quantities less than 100 tons per year or wood ash.

[ 2003, c. 283, §1 (AMD);  2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5 (REV) .]

7. Residual.  "Residual" means any material generated as a byproduct of a nonagricultural production or
treatment process that has value as a source of crop nutrients or soil amendment.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]
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8. Verified complaint of improper manure handling.  "Verified complaint of improper manure
handling" means a complaint of improper manure handling investigated in accordance with Title 17, section
2701-B and resulting in a determination by the commissioner that the manure has been stored or handled in a
manner that does not conform with best management practices.

[ 1997, c. 642, §2 (NEW) .]
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