Maine Revised Statutes

Title 5: ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND SERVICES
Chapter 383: ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

813051. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS

The Legidlature finds that the State's economy is linked to the national and international economies.
Economic changes and disruptions around the world and in the nation have a significant impact upon the
State's economy. The rise of 3rd-world and 4th-world countries as manufacturers of commodities for mass
markets and the gradual evolution of the national economy to atechnological, informational, specialty
product-based economy have significantly affected the State and its communities. [ 2013, c¢. 2, 85
(CR).]

In order for the State's economy to grow and gain a solid footing, it is necessary to determine the State's
assets and the economic opportunities that are or will be available to the State's enterprise, municipalities
and labor force. When these opportunities are determined or become apparent, state economic development
policies and programs must be focused on facilitating the realization of these opportunities and removing
barriers that impede the exploitation of these opportunities. [ 1987, c¢. 534, Pt. A, 8817, 19
(NEW . ]

The Legislature finds that an economic devel opment strategy designed to focus the State's economic
development activities and resources on economic opportunities can significantly help the State and its
municipalities realize greater growth and prosperity without adversely affecting the quality of lifein the
State. An economic development strategy must recognize and reflect the different needs, conditions and
opportunities of the several different economic regions of the State. This strategy must be flexible and
periodically evaluated to make it consistent with changes in conditions and opportunities that arise during
these times of dynamic change. It is necessary to involve municipalities, regiona economic development
organizations and the private sector in the formulation of this strategy in order to establish awell developed
and comprehensive plan that has the support of the State's citizens and officials. [ 1987, c. 534, Pt.
A, 8817, 19 (NEW.]
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