MRS Title 34-A, §3039. CLIENTS' MONEY

§3039. Clients' money

When any client confined in a correctional or detention facility receives money from any source,
including compensation for work authorized under other sections of Maine law or by a policy of the
department, the money must be deposited in the department's general client account or, as provided in
subsection 4, in the department's telephone call account. Money deposited in either account must be
credited to the client receiving it. [PL 2005, c. 506, §7 (AMD).]

1. General client account. The commissioner shall adopt rules for use of the general client
account. These rules must include a provision allowing a client to remove that client's money from the
general client account and place it in any type of investment outside the facility chosen by the client.
The commissioner shall keep a record of all money in the general client account and is responsible for
safekeeping of the client's money while the client is in the custody of the department and for the delivery
of that money to the client, subject to any collections provided for by statute or rule, upon the client's
discharge or transfer to supervised community confinement or community reintegration status.

[PL 2005, c. 506, §7 (AMD)]

2. Interest. Any interest accruing as a result of the deposit of money in the general client account
may, after first being used to defray expenses of the account, be expended by the commissioner for the
general welfare of clients confined in the department's correctional and detention facilities in
accordance with rules adopted by the commissioner.

[PL 2005, c. 506, §7 (AMD).]

3. Use. During the client's confinement, any client may use that client's money in the general client
account by authorizing the commissioner to disburse the money in accordance with the rules governing

the general client account.
[PL 2005, c. 506, §7 (AMD).]

4. Telephone call account. The commissioner may establish a telephone call account for the sole
purpose of paying for use of the department's client telephone system and into which money received
by clients may be deposited. Money received by a client and clearly designated by the sender for paying
for telephone calls must be directly deposited into the telephone call account. In addition, a client may
remove the client's money from the general client account and deposit it into the telephone call account.
Once deposited into the telephone call account, the client may use the money only for paying for the
client's telephone calls. Any money received by a client and not used for paying for the client's
telephone calls must be transferred from the telephone call account to the department's general client
account at the time of the client's discharge or transfer to supervised community confinement or
community reintegration status and is subject to any collections provided for by statute or rule prior to
delivery to the client. The commissioner shall keep a record of all money in the telephone call account
and is responsible for safekeeping of the client's money while the client is in the custody of the
department and for the transfer of that money to the general client account and delivery to the client as
set out in this section.

[PL 2005, c. 506, §7 (NEW).]

5. Billing. A correctional facility or detention facility may not bill an indigent client for future
payment of services and medications.
[PL 2021, c. 620, §7 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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