
Maine Revised Statutes

Title 33: PROPERTY

Chapter 7: CONVEYANCE OF REAL ESTATE

§203. NEED FOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Deeds and all other written instruments before recording in the registries of deeds, except those issued

by a court of competent jurisdiction and duly attested by the proper officer thereof, and excepting plans
and notices of foreclosure of mortgages and certain financing statements as provided in Title 11, section
9-1501, subsection (1), paragraph (a), and excepting notices of liens for internal revenue taxes and certificates
discharging such liens and excepting notices of liens for taxes assessed pursuant to Title 36, Part 1 and Parts
3 to 8 and Title 26, chapter 13, and releases discharging such liens, must be acknowledged by the grantors, or
by the persons executing any such written instruments, or by one of them, or by their attorney executing the
same, or by the lessor in a lease or one of the lessors or lessor's attorney executing the same, before a notary
public in the State, or before an attorney-at-law duly admitted and eligible to practice in the courts of the
State, if within the State; or before any clerk of a court of record having a seal, notary public or commissioner
appointed by the Governor of this State for the purpose, or a commissioner authorized in the State where the
acknowledgment is taken, within the United States; or before a minister, vice-consul or consul of the United
States or notary public in any foreign country. [1999, c. 699, Pt. D, §20 (AMD);  1999,
c. 699, Pt. D, §30 (AFF).]

Any person who is in the Armed Forces of the United States, and who executes a general or special
power of attorney, deed, lease, contract or any instrument that is required to be recorded, may acknowledge
the same as that person's true act and deed before any lieutenant or officer of senior grade thereto in the
Army, U. S. Marine Corps or Air Force or before any ensign or officer of senior grade thereto in the Navy
or Coast Guard and the record of such acknowledgment by said officers must be received and have the same
force and effect as acknowledgments under the other provisions of this section, and all such instruments
heretofore executed are hereby validated as to acknowledgment and authenticity. Powers of attorney and other
instruments requiring seals executed by such members of the armed forces may be accepted for recordation
in registries of deeds and other offices of record in cases where no seal is affixed after the name of the person
or persons executing the instrument with like force and effect as though seals were affixed thereto. [1999,
c. 699, Pt. D, §20 (AMD);  1999, c. 699, Pt. D, §30 (AFF).]

Any notary public who is a stockholder, director, officer or employee of a bank or other corporation may
take the acknowledgment of any party to any written instrument executed to or by such corporation, provided
such notary public is not a party to such instrument either individually or as a representative of such bank or
other corporation. [1987, c. 736, §48 (AMD).]

This section may not be construed as invalidating any instrument duly executed in accordance with the
statutes heretofore in effect or made valid by any such statute. All such instruments may be admitted to record
which at the time of their execution or subsequent validation could be so recorded. [1999, c. 699,
Pt. D, §20 (AMD);  1999, c. 699, Pt. D, §30 (AFF).]

Notwithstanding any of the requirements in this section, an instrument with an acknowledgment
conforming to the requirements of the Uniform Recognition of Acknowledgments Act, Title 4, section 1011
et seq., must be accepted for recording purposes. [1999, c. 699, Pt. D, §20 (AMD);  1999,
c. 699, Pt. D, §30 (AFF).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2016. The text is subject to
change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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