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Title 30-A: MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES

Chapter 201: HOUSING AUTHORITY

§4706. RECORDS CONFIDENTIAL

1. Confidential information.  Records containing the following information are deemed confidential for
purposes of Title 1, section 402, subsection 3, paragraph A:

A. Any information acquired by an authority or a member, officer, employee or agent of an authority
from applicants for residential tenancy in housing owned, financed, assisted or managed by an authority
or from any residential tenants of such housing or from any 3rd person pertaining to any applicant for
tenancy or to any tenant of such housing; [1993, c. 175, §1 (AMD).]

B. Any written or recorded financial statement, as determined by an authority, of an individual submitted
to an authority or a member, officer, employee or agent of an authority, in connection with an application
for, or receipt of, a grant, mortgage or mortgage insurance; [2007, c. 562, §1 (AMD).]

C. Any information acquired by the Maine State Housing Authority or a state public body, private
corporation, copartnership, association, fuel vendor, private contractor or individual, or an employee,
officer or agent of any of those persons or entities, providing services related to weatherization, energy
conservation, homeless assistance or fuel assistance programs of the Maine State Housing Authority,
when that information was provided by the applicant for, or recipient of, those services or by a 3rd
person; [2007, c. 562, §2 (AMD).]

D. Any statements of financial condition or information pertaining to financial condition submitted to
any of the persons or entities set forth in paragraph C in connection with an application for services
related to weatherization, energy conservation, homeless assistance or fuel assistance programs of the
Maine State Housing Authority; and [2007, c. 562, §3 (AMD).]

E. The address of a shelter or other living accommodations for victims of domestic violence. [2007,
c. 562, §4 (NEW).]

[ 2007, c. 562, §§1-4 (AMD) .]

2. Wrongful disclosure prohibited.  No member, officer, employee or agent of an authority may
knowingly divulge or disclose information declared confidential by this section, except that:

A. An authority may make such full and complete reports concerning administration of its programs
as required by the Federal Government, any agency or department of the Federal Government, or the
Legislature; [1993, c. 175, §3 (AMD).]

B. An authority may publish statistics or other information of a general nature drawn from information
declared confidential by this section, provided that the publication is accomplished in a manner which
preserves confidentiality; [1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  1987, c. 737, Pt.
C, §106 (NEW);  1989, c. 6, (AMD);  1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD);  1989, c.
104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

C. An authority may comply with a subpoena, request for production of documents, warrant or court
order that appears on its face to have been issued or made upon lawful authority; [1993, c. 175,
§3 (AMD).]

D. In any litigation or proceeding in which an authority is a party, the authority may introduce evidence
based on any information that is deemed confidential and is within the control or custody of the
authority; and [1993, c. 175, §3 (AMD).]
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E. Any person or agency directly involved in the administration or auditing of weatherization, energy
conservation or fuel assistance programs of the Maine State Housing Authority and any agency of the
State with a legitimate reason to know must be given access to those records described in subsection 1,
paragraphs C and D. [1993, c. 175, §4 (NEW).]

[ 1993, c. 175, §§3, 4 (AMD) .]

3. Waiver.  This section shall not be construed to limit in any way the right of any person whose interest
is protected by this section to waive, in writing or otherwise, the benefits of that protection.

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW);  1989,
c. 6, (AMD);  1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD);  1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD)
.]

4. Penalty.  A member, officer, employee or agent of an authority who violates subsection 2 commits
a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not more than $200 may be adjudged against the member, officer,
employee or agent of an authority for each violation. For the purpose of applying penalties under this
subsection, a separate violation is deemed to have occurred with respect to each separate act of disclosure.

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW);  1989,
c. 6, (AMD);  1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD);  1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD)
.]
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