Maine Revised Statutes
Title 20-A: EDUCATION
Chapter 103: SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS

8§1253. ELECTION

For the purpose of nominations, school directors shall be considered municipal officials and shall be
nominated in accordance with Title 30-A, chapter 121, or with amunicipal charter, whichever is applicable.
[1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8837, 106 (AMD); 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9,
82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888,10 (AWMD).]

1. Initial meeting on district formation. On the election of the school directors, the clerk of each
municipality within the school administrative district shall forward the names of the directors elected for that
municipality to the state board with other data with regard to their election as the state board may require.
On receipt of the names of all of the directors, the state board shall set atime, place and date for the first
meeting of the directors and give notice to the directors in the manner set forth in section 1202, subsection 3,

paragraph A.
[ 1983, c. 480, Pt. A, 817 (AMD) .]

2. Special provisions. Inthe election for representation under the methods provided in section 1252 the
following shall apply.

A. Under Method A:

(1) Within 60 days, but no earlier than 45 days after notification by the board of directors of the
approval or reapportionment plan, the municipal officers shall call a special election to elect
directors to serve under the plan for the school administrative district;

(2) Nomination papers must be furnished by the secretary of the district at |east 10 days before the
deadline for filing of nomination papers. Notwithstanding any other section of this Title, directors
must be nominated by obtaining a minimum of 25 and a maximum of 50 signatures of registered
voters residing within the subdistrict. The secretary shall notify the municipal officers of the names
of candidates in each subdistrict;

(3) The ballots must be prepared in accordance with subparagraph (7);

(4) The clerks of each municipality shall forward to the secretary the results of the vote by
subdistrict;

(5) The board of directors shall meet and total the votes cast for each candidate within each
subdistrict and shall immediately notify the clerks in each municipality, the candidates and the
commissioner of the results of the vote;

(6) The terms of the directors elected under the original municipal representation system cease on
the date that the newly elected directors are sworn into office; and

(7) Notwithstanding any other provision of statute, directors must be elected by secret ballot. The
ballots must be prepared for and distributed to the municipalities or subdistricts by the secretary of
thedistrict. [ 1993, c¢. 435, 81 (AMD).]

A-1. Under Method B:

(1) Reductionsin the number of directors must take place in accordance with section 1255,
subsection 1, paragraph B;

(2) Additional directors must be added in accordance with section 1255, subsection 1, paragraph C;
and
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(3) The term of office of additional directors must be determined in accordance with section 1251,
subsection 3. [ 1993, c. 435, 82 (NEW.]

B. Under Method C:

(1) Nominations for directors shall be made on petitions provided by the district secretary. The
petitions shall be signed as provided in Title 30-A, section 2528, subsection 4, or if the candidate
isavoting resident in amunicipality having less than 200 population, signed by at least 20% of the
registered voters of that municipality;

(2) The petitions shall be submitted to the registrar of votersin the respective municipalities for
certification of the voting residence of the director nominated and of the voters signing the petition;

(3) Theregistrar of voters shall return the certified petitions to the district secretary not later than 30
days prior to the date of the annual election to be held in the municipality;

(4) The ballot shall be prepared and distributed by the district secretary. It shall give the number
of officesto be filled and list the candidates by municipalities or subdistrictsin which they are
resident;

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, school directors shall be elected by secret ballot;

(6) If all member municipalities do not conduct the election for directors on the same date, then all
ballots cast in the elections shall be impounded by the clerk of each municipality:

(a) After all municipalities have voted, the clerks and one or more €l ection supervisors
designated by the municipal officers of each municipality shall meet at an agreed upon location
and tally the ballot;

(b) The tally shall be completed within one day of the last member municipality election;

(c) The election supervisors shall select from among their members a chairman who shall
supervise the tally of ballots; and

(d) The clerk of each municipality shal as promptly as possible after the election certify to the
board of directors the result of the voting in that municipality; and

(7) Any recount petitions shall be filed with the secretary of the board of directors and recounts
shall be conducted in each member municipality in accordance with the applicable laws. [ 1987,
c. 737, pPt. C, 8838, 106 (AMD); 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9,
82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888,10 (AWD).]

[ 1993, c. 435, 881, 2 (AMD .]
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The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we reguire that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto Statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext includedin this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legidatureand iscurrent through October 1, 2016. Thetext issubject to
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changewithout notice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of Sate. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our god
isnot to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or providelegd adviceor interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legdl assistance, plesse contact aqualified attorney.
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