
Maine Revised Statutes

Title 4: JUDICIARY

Chapter 5: DISTRICT COURT

§157. JUDGES; APPOINTMENT; SALARY; EXPENSES; FULL-TIME DUTIES

1. Appointment.  District Court Judges are appointed as follows.

A. The Governor, subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over judiciary matters and to confirmation by the Legislature, shall appoint to the District Court 39
judges. At least one judge must be appointed from each district who is a resident of a county in which
the district lies, except that in District 3 there must be 2 judges appointed who are residents of a county
in which the district lies; in District 6 there must be 2 judges appointed who are residents of a county in
which the district lies; and in District 9 there must be 2 judges appointed who are residents of a county in
which the district lies. Each District Court Judge has a term of office of 7 years.

To be eligible for appointment as a District Judge, a person must be a member of the bar of the State.
The term "District Judge" includes the Chief Judge and Deputy Chief Judge. [2015, c. 460, §2
(AMD).]

B. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court shall designate one of the judges as Chief Judge. The
Chief Judge, with the approval of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall designate one of
the District Court Judges as Deputy Chief Judge who has all the duties, powers and responsibilities of
the Chief Judge when the Chief Judge is unable to perform them because of illness, absence or disability.
[1993, c. 675, Pt. B, §4 (AMD).]

[ 2015, c. 460, §2 (AMD) .]

2. Chief Judge; salary.  The Chief Judge of the District Court is entitled to receive a salary, for fiscal
year 1998-99 and thereafter, of $94,000, to be paid biweekly.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. M, §7 (AMD) .]

3. Deputy Chief Judge; salary.  The Deputy Chief Judge of the District Court is entitled to receive a
salary, for fiscal year 1998-99 and thereafter, of $92,000, to be paid biweekly.

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. M, §8 (AMD) .]

4. Associate judge; salary.  Each Associate Judge of the District Court shall receive a salary as follows:

A. For fiscal year 1998-99 and thereafter, $90,000, to be paid biweekly. [1997, c. 643, Pt. M,
§9 (RPR).]

B.  [1989, c. 596, Pt. C, §§3, 8 (RP).]

C.  [1989, c. 596, Pt. C, §§3, 8 (RP).]

D.  [1989, c. 596, Pt. C, §§3, 8 (RP).]

E.  [1989, c. 596, Pt. C, §§3, 8 (RP).]

[ 1997, c. 643, Pt. M, §9 (AMD) .]

4-A. Cost-of-living adjustment.  The salaries of the associate judges shall be adjusted as established in
Title 4, section 4, subsection 2-A.

[ 1989, c. 501, Pt. O, §§16, 22 (NEW) .]
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5. Expenses.  Each judge must be reimbursed by the State, upon presentation to the State Controller
of a detailed statement, for those expenses as established by judicial branch policy, actually and reasonably
incurred in attending meetings and sessions of the court. Reimbursement for mileage must be paid at the rate
paid state employees under Title 5, section 8.

[ 2007, c. 539, Pt. JJ, §2 (AMD) .]

6. Full-time duties.  A District Court Judge shall devote full time to his judicial duties. During his term
of office, he shall not practice law, nor shall he be the partner or associate of any person in the practice of law.

[ 1983, c. 863, Pt. B, §§7, 45 (RPR) .]

7. Exception.  The salary provisions of this section shall not apply to judges who have retired prior to
December 1, 1984.

[ 1983, c. 863, Pt. B, §§7, 45 (RPR) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1965, c. 237, §1 (AMD).  1965, c. 372, (AMD).  1965, c. 513, §5 (AMD). 
1967, c. 476, §6 (AMD).  1967, c. 478, (AMD).  1969, c. 67, (AMD).  1969,
c. 580, §3 (AMD).  1971, c. 135, (AMD).  P&SL 1971, c. 179, §N (AMD). 
1971, c. 544, §8 (AMD).  P&SL 1973, c. 209, §7 (AMD).  1973, c. 417,
§1 (AMD).  1973, c. 509, §6 (RPR).  1973, c. 596, §§1,3 (AMD).  1973,
c. 788, §§5,6 (AMD).  1975, c. 259, (AMD).  1975, c. 559, §1 (AMD). 
1975, c. 771, §19 (AMD).  1977, c. 429, §1 (AMD).  1977, c. 696, §21
(AMD).  1979, c. 544, §7 (RPR).  1981, c. 486, §3 (AMD).  1981, c. 489,
§1 (AMD).  1981, c. 705, §F1 (AMD).  1983, c. 477, Pt. E, Subpt. 1, §3
(AMD).  1983, c. 825, §2 (AMD).  1983, c. 853, §§C10,18 (RPR).  1983, c.
863, §§B7,45 (RPR).  1985, c. 434, §2 (AMD).  1985, c. 506, §B1 (AMD). 
1987, c. 349, §H1 (AMD).  1989, c. 501, §§P2,O15,16, 22 (AMD).  1989, c.
596, §§C3,8 (AMD).  1991, c. 824, §§B13,14 (AFF).  1993, c. 675, §§B3,4
(AMD).  1995, c. 665, §X1 (AMD).  1995, c. 665, §X2 (AFF).  1997, c. 10,
§1 (AMD).  1997, c. 643, §§M7-9 (AMD).  1999, c. 510, §1 (AMD).  1999, c.
547, §§A2,B7 (AMD).  1999, c. 547, §B80 (AFF).  2001, c. 667, §A1 (AMD). 
2005, c. 519, §III2 (AMD).  2007, c. 539, Pt. JJ, §2 (AMD).  2015, c.
377, §1 (AMD).  2015, c. 460, §2 (AMD).

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2016. The text is subject to
change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

  |  2 Generated
10.13.2016


