MRS Title 5, §19504. ORGANIZATION

§19504. Organization

The protection and advocacy agency for persons with disabilities, designated by the Governor, must

meet the following requirements. [PL 1989, c. 837, §1 (NEW).]

1. Governing authority. The agency is governed by an authority established in accordance with

the following.

[PL

A. Members must be selected in accordance with the agency's policies and procedures. [PL 1989,
c. 837, §1 (NEW).]

B. By October 1, 1990, membership must include the chair of the advisory council, described in
subsection 2, and other individuals who represent or who are knowledgeable about the needs of the
clients served by the agency. [PL 1989, c. 837, §1 (NEW).]

C. The governing authority is responsible for the planning, design, establishment of priorities and
implementation and functioning of the agency, subject to the provisions of subsection 2. [PL 1989,
c. 837, §1 (NEW).]

1989, c. 837, §1 (NEW).]

2. Advisory council. The agency shall establish an advisory council with the following

membership and duties.

[PL

A. The advisory council shall advise the agency on policies and priorities to be followed in carrying

out the duties of the agency as the protection and advocacy agency for individuals with mental
illness. [PL 2001, c. 357, §11 (AMD).]

B. Members of the advisory council must include attorneys, mental health professionals,
individuals from the public who are knowledgeable about mental illness and the advocacy needs
of persons with mental illness and who have demonstrated a substantial commitment to improving
mental health services, a provider of mental health services, individuals who have received or who
are receiving mental health services and family members of those individuals. At least 60% of the
membership must consist of individuals who have received or who are receiving mental health
services and family members of those individuals. [PL 2001, c. 357, §11 (AMD).]

2001, c. 357, §11 (AMD).]
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