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§4744.  Dwellings for disaster victims and defense workers
Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or any other law relating to rentals of, preferences 

or eligibility for admission to, or occupancy in housing projects, during the period when an authority 
determines that there is an acute need in its area of operation for housing to ensure the availability of 
dwellings for persons engaged in national defense activities or for victims of a major disaster, an 
authority may undertake the development and administration of housing projects for the Federal 
Government, and dwellings in any housing project under the jurisdiction of the authority may be made 
available to persons engaged in national defense activities or to victims of a major disaster. An authority 
may contract with the Federal Government or the State or a state public body for advance payment or 
reimbursement for the furnishing of housing to victims of a major disaster, including the furnishing of 
the housing free of charge to needy disaster victims during any period covered by a determination of 
acute need by the authority as provided.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. 
C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 
10 (AMD).]

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 
have the following meanings.

A.  The term "major disaster" means any flood, drought, fire, hurricane, earthquake, storm or other 
catastrophe which, in the determination of the governing body, is of sufficient severity and 
magnitude to warrant the use of available resources of the Federal Government, State Government 
and local governments to alleviate the damage, hardship or suffering caused by the disaster.  [PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
B.  The term "persons engaged in national defense activities" means persons in the Armed Forces 
of the United States, employees of the Department of Defense and workers engaged or to be 
engaged in activities connected with national defense.  The term includes the families of the 
persons, employees and workers who reside with them.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, 
c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
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