MRS Title 21-A, §760-A. PROCEDURES WHEN CLERK PROCESSES ABSENTEE BALLOTS CENTRALLY

§760-A. Procedures when clerk processes absentee ballots centrally

The clerk shall use the following procedure when processing the absentee ballots at a central
location. [PL 1995, c. 459, §82 (NEW).]

1. Envelopes retained. The clerk shall retain possession of return absentee envelopes with the
applications attached, where required, and the list required by section 753-B, subsection 6.
[PL 2001, c. 310, §57 (AMD).]

2. Ballot boxes provided. The municipality shall provide an official ballot box to be used by the
clerk in all state elections.
[PL 1995, c. 459, §82 (NEW).]

3. Incoming voting list to be marked. The clerk shall have the incoming voting list marked to
denote absentee voters prior to processing the absentee ballots.

A. The municipal clerk shall use one of the following procedures to mark the incoming voting list
for absentee ballots received prior to election day, except that a clerk who is in a contested election
for the office of clerk must follow the procedures specified in subparagraph (2) when marking the
incoming voting list for absentee ballots received prior to election day.

(1) On the day immediately preceding, the municipal clerk shall mark the incoming voting list
with an "AV" beside the name of each voter who has voted by absentee ballot as of that date.
The municipal clerk shall keep the marked list and shall send a copy of the marked list to the
polls with the incoming voting list; or

(2) On election day, at or prior to the times the municipal clerk has designated under section
759, subsection 7 for processing absentee ballots, the municipal clerk shall make a separate list,
by voting place, of all absentee ballots received to date. The clerk shall deliver each list, in
duplicate, to the warden at the appropriate voting place. The warden and an election clerk shall
compare the list of absentee voters with the incoming voting list and shall mark the incoming
voting list with an "AV" beside the name of each voter who has voted by absentee ballot.

The warden and the election clerk shall then certify on each copy of the absentee voting list
that they marked the incoming voting list as described in this paragraph. The warden shall then
retain one copy of the absentee voter list with the incoming voting list and deliver the 2nd copy
to the municipal clerk. The municipal clerk shall follow this process on election day as often
as needed to mark the incoming voting lists to account for all absentee ballots. [PL 1995, c.
459, §82 (NEW).]

B. In a municipality that has an island voting district, the municipal clerk may communicate the
information required to process the absentee ballots by telephone to the island warden and notify
the island warden of the names of the absentee voters so that the incoming voting list may be
marked in accordance with this subchapter. [PL 2005, c. 453, §59 (AMD).]

[PL 2005, c. 453, §59 (AMD).]

4. Counting procedure. After the incoming voting list has been marked according to the
procedures in subsection 3, the municipal clerk shall then proceed to process the absentee ballots using
the procedures set forth in sections 759 and 762 at the next time scheduled under section 759, subsection
7. The ballots must be processed publicly so that all those present may observe the proceedings.

[PL 2007, c. 455, §44 (AMD).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the First Special Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2025. The text
is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine
Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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