Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development

LD 192 An Act To Establish the Pine Tree Recreation Zone PUBLIC 555
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MOODY OTP-AM H-929
DAVISP

LD 192 proposed to establish the Pine Tree Recreation Zone as the area of the State north and east of the
Androscoggin River. The bill proposed to provide that businesses that establish or expand within the Pine Tree
Recreation Zone operations involving outdoor recreation, such as providing services or merchandise relating to
guiding, hunting, fishing, skiing, snowboarding, snowmobiling or water sports, would be eligible for tax benefits
equal to those offered to businesses under the Pine Tree Development Zone program. As proposed, these benefits
would include sales tax exemptions for certain building materials and tangible personal property, exclusion from
the calculation of a municipality's tax increment financing district within the Pine Tree Recreation Zone,
employment tax increment financing for a fixed period of years and state income tax credits for a fixed number of
years.

Committee Amendment A" (H-929) proposed to replace the bill. It proposed to establish the Pine Tree
Recreation Zone as the area of the State north and east of the Androscoggin River in order to expand recreational
and agricultural tourism and economic development in central and northern Maine. It proposed to provide that
business projects will be eligible for benefits if they are located within the Pine Tree Recreation Zone, are in a
labor market area with a population density of less than 30 people per square mile and derive at least 50% of their
business from sustainable recreational or agricultural tourism activities. The amendment proposed to authorize
the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development to adopt major substantive rules to administer the
program and to delineate a process by which qualified projects may apply for funding from grants and loans,
including loans administered by the Finance Authority of Maine, and proposed to establish an effective date for
the Pine Tree Recreation Zone of January 1, 2008.

In addition, the amendment proposed to direct the Department of Economic and Community Development to
convene meetings with representatives of departments and stakeholder associations to gather information on
effective methods for attracting, retaining and developing natural resource-based industries and nature-based
tourism in central and northern Maine and to structure the eligibility criteria and benefit structure for the Pine
Tree Recreation Zone program participants and qualified projects. It also proposed to require the commissioner to
use the information gathered to develop a strategic plan for attracting, retaining and expanding new and existing
natural resource-based industries in central and northern Maine and to report by February 15, 2007 to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development
matters on the details of this strategic plan for the Pine Tree Recreation Zone. Finally, the amendment proposed
to authorize the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and
economic development matters to report out legislation on this issue to the First Regular Session of the 123rd
Legislature.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 555 establishes the Pine Tree Recreation Zone as the area of the State north and east of
the Androscoggin River in order to expand recreational and agricultural tourism and economic development in

central and northern Maine. The law provides that business projects may be eligible for benefits if they are
located within the Pine Tree Recreation Zone, are in a labor market area with a population density of less than 30
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people per square mile and derive at least 50% of their business from sustainable recreational or agricultural
tourism activities. The law authorizes the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development to adopt
major substantive rules to administer the program and to delineate a process by which qualified projects may
apply for funding from grants and loans, including loans administered by the Finance Authority of Maine. The
law establishes an effective date for the Pine Tree Recreation Zone of January 1, 2008.

In addition, the law directs the Department of Economic and Community Development to convene meetings with
representatives of departments and stakeholder associations to gather information on effective methods for
attracting, retaining and developing natural resource-based industries and nature-based tourism in central and
northern Maine and to structure the eligibility criteria and benefit structure for the Pine Tree Recreation Zone
program participants and qualified projects. The law also requires the commissioner to use the information
gathered to develop a strategic plan for attracting, retaining and expanding new and existing natural resource-
based industries in central and northern Maine and to report by February 15, 2007 to the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters on the details of
this strategic plan. Finally, the law authorizes the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over business, research and economic development matters to report out legislation on this issue to the First
Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature.

Public Law 2005, chapter 555 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 10, 2006.

LD 1135 An Act To Safeguard Federalism in Trade ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HUTTON ONTP
STRIMLING

LD 1135 proposed to require the appointment of legislative points of contact for federal trade agreements at the
beginning of each legislative session. The bill also proposed to require legislative approval before the State signs
on to any trade agreement and proposed to require the Attorney General to notify the United States Trade
Representative of the provisions of this bill along with the leadership of the Legislature and the State’s
congressional delegation.

LD 1358 Resolve, To Establish the Commission To Study Incentives That ONTP
Foster Small Business Practices That Support the Economic
Growth and Well-being of Maine People and Communities

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WEBSTER ONTP
DOW

LD 1358 proposed to establish the Commission to Study Incentives that Foster Small Business Practices that
Support the Economic Growth and Well-being of Maine People and Communities.
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LD 1508 Resolve, Directing the Department of Professional and Financial RESOLVE 137
Regulation To Conduct a Sunrise Review Regarding the
Regulation of Fire Alarm Contractors

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
NASS R OTP-AM S-468

LD 1508, which was carried over from the First Regular Session, proposed to require that fire alarm system
contractors in the State be licensed by the Commissioner of Public Safety.

Committee Amendment ""A** (S-468) proposed to replace the bill with a resolve. It proposed to direct the
Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to conduct an independent assessment of the regulation of
fire alarm contractors. It proposed to direct the commissioner to submit a report to the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters no later than
January 15, 2007 and authorize the joint standing committee to introduce a bill to the First Regular Session of the
123rd Legislature concerning the regulation of fire alarm contractors.

Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 137 directs the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to conduct an
independent assessment of the regulation of fire alarm contractors. The resolve directs the commissioner to
submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and
economic development matters no later than January 15, 2007 and authorizes the joint standing committee to
introduce a bill to the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature concerning the regulation of fire alarm
contractors.

LD 1629 An Act To Enable Bulk Purchasing of Heating Oil Eligible for ONTP
Federal Reimbursement

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON J ONTP
MARTIN

LD 1629 was a concept draft. The bill proposed to provide the Maine State Housing Authority with the bonding
authority to purchase heating oil in bulk from qualified vendors for persons who are eligible to receive assistance
from the federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program in advance of receipt of federal funds for that
heating oil.
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LD 1653 Resolve, To Require the Department of Professional and Financial DIED IN
Regulation To Suspend Recently Enacted Rules Pertaining to the CONCURRENCE
Office of Licensing and Registration, Board of Boilers and
Pressure Vessels

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN ONTP MAJ

OTP-AM MIN

LD 1653, which was carried over from the First Regular Session, proposed to require the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation to suspend recently enacted rules pertaining to the Office of Licensing and
Registration, Board of Boilers and Pressure Vessels.

Committee Amendment ""A" (S-427) was the minority report of the committee. It proposed to remove the
emergency preamble and emergency clause from the bill and proposed to require the Department of Professional
and Financial Regulation to extend until April 1, 2007 all variances granted by the Board of Boilers and Pressure
Vessels pertaining to Chapter 15, Section 2(A). It proposed to authorize the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters to report out a bill to
the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature addressing the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation's rules on welded repairs and alterations of boiler or pressure vessels.

LD 1663 An Act To Establish the Maine Higher Education Employer ONTP
Initiative
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROTUNDO ONTP

LD 1663 was a concept draft. The bill proposed to establish the Maine Higher Education Employer Initiative to
provide assistance and incentives for employers to adopt policies and encourage their employees to attend college
and to obtain associate and bachelor's degrees. The bill also proposed to require the Maine Development
Foundation to coordinate and manage the initiative. In addition, it proposed to require the Finance Authority of
Maine to adopt routine technical rules to implement the tax credit authorized by the initiative.

LD 1698 An Act To Continue the Tourism Cooperative Marketing Fund PUBLIC 517
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY OTP-AM MAJ S-502
SMITH N ONTP MIN

LD 1698 proposed to repeal the section of law that repeals the Tourism Cooperative Marketing Fund in 2007,
thereby continuing the fund.
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Committee Amendment A" (S-502) proposed to incorporate a fiscal note.
Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 517 repeals the section of law that repeals the Tourism Cooperative Marketing Fund in

2007, thereby continuing the fund.

LD 1705 An Act To Require That Automobile Extended Service Warranties PUBLIC 476
Purchased by Maine Citizens Provide for Arbitration in the State

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SHERMAN OTP

LD 1705 proposed to require that an extended service warranty for an automobile sold in Maine for a motor
vehicle registered in this State that requires arbitration must require it to occur in Maine.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 476 provides that an extended service warranty sold in Maine for a motor vehicle
registered in this State that requires arbitration must require the arbitration to occur in Maine.

LD 1752 An Act Regarding Licensure Requirements for Nurses PUBLIC 473
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN OoTP
PERRY A

LD 1752 proposed to require that acceptance of the Canadian Nurses' Association Testing Service Examination
for licensure of nurses in the State end on December 31, 2006, after which the exam standard must match higher
federal requirements.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 473 requires that acceptance of the Canadian Nurses' Association Testing Service

Examination for licensure of nurses in the State end on December 31, 2006, after which the exam standards must
mirror the federal requirements.
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LD 1756 An Act To Address Emergency Licensure Procedures PUBLIC 474
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY OTP
SMITHN

LD 1756 proposed to provide statutory authority for all bureaus, offices, boards and commissions within or
affiliated with the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to issue temporary licenses for 6 months
if an applicant is licensed in another state.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 474 provides statutory authority for all bureaus, offices, boards and commissions within

or affiliated with the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to issue temporary licenses for 6
months if an applicant is licensed in another state.

LD 1767 An Act To Clarify the Charitable Solicitations Act PUBLIC 497
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HOBBINS OTP-AM S-469
SMITH N

LD 1767 proposed to:
1. Eliminate the requirement that professional fund-raising counsel carry a $25,000 surety bond;

2. Eliminate the requirement that businesses donating less than $10,000 annually to charitable organizations
become registered as commercial co-venturers, in order to apply the same exemption limit to commercial co-
venturers as currently applies to charitable organizations;

3. Amend the definition of "contribution" by adding an exception for money or property received from an
organization, in order to produce the effect of exempting from the registration requirement individuals who
contract with charitable organizations to provide grant-writing services for the purpose of obtaining money or
property from organizations;

4. Correct an inconsistency between the definition of "charitable organization” and the description of entities
subject to the registration requirements applicable to charitable organizations; and

5. Delete a reference to the financial report filing fee, which no longer is charged to charitable organizations
receiving more than $30,000 annually in gross contributions.

Committee Amendment A" (S-469) proposed to delete a cross-reference to the requirement that professional
fund-raising counsel carry a $25,000 surety bond.
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Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 497 makes the following changes to the laws relating to charitable solicitations:
1. It eliminates the requirement that professional fund-raising counsel carry a $25,000 surety bond;

2. Iteliminates the requirement that businesses donating less than $10,000 annually to charitable organizations
become registered as commercial co-venturers, which applies the same exemption limit to commercial co-
venturers that currently applies to charitable organizations;

3. It amends the definition of "contribution™ by adding an exception for money or property received from an
organization. This produces the effect of exempting from the registration requirement individuals who
contract with charitable organizations to provide grant-writing services for the purpose of obtaining money or
property from organizations;

4. It corrects an inconsistency between the definition of "charitable organization" and the description of entities
subject to the registration requirements applicable to charitable organizations; and

5. It deletes a reference to the financial report filing fee, which is no longer charged to charitable organizations
that receive more than $30,000 annually in gross contributions.

LD 1770 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Licensure of Workers in PUBLIC 511
the Field of Radiologic Technology EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY OTP
SMITH N

LD 1770 proposed to amend the laws governing the scope of practice, licensure and reciprocal licensure of
workers in the field of radiologic technology.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 511 amends the laws governing the scope of practice, licensure and reciprocal licensure
of workers in the field of radiologic technology.

Public Law 2005, chapter 511 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 27, 2006.
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LD 1804 An Act To Amend the Debt Collection Law PUBLIC 475
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SULLIVAN OTP
BRAUTIGAM

LD 1804 proposed to require that out-of-state attorneys who are not licensed to practice law in Maine and whose
practices primarily entail collections from Maine consumers obtain a Maine debt collector license before
collecting on debts originally incurred in this State.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 475 requires out-of-state attorneys who are not licensed to practice law in Maine and

whose practices primarily consist of debt collections from Maine consumers to obtain a Maine debt collector
license before collecting on debts in this State.

LD 1815 An Act To Exempt Platform Lifts from the Annual Elevator ONTP
Inspection
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACOBSEN ONTP MAJ

OTP-AM MIN

LD 1815 proposed to exempt platform lifts from the annual elevator inspection.

LD 1827 Resolve, Directing the Department of Professional and Financial RESOLVE 138
Regulation To Study Prescription Drug Labeling Requirements

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
THOMPSON OTP-AM H-763

LD 1827 proposed to require a pharmacist who fills a prescription using a generic drug to include on the
prescription container the name of the drug as it appeared on the prescription.

Committee Amendment A" (H-763) proposed to replace the bill with a resolve and proposed to direct the
Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to review current statutory requirements for prescription
drug labeling, pharmacy practices in the area of prescription drug labeling and methods used by pharmacists to
inform consumers about their prescription drugs and any substitutions made to prescriptions. It proposed to
require the department to submit findings and recommendations for best practices in the area of prescription drug
labeling and consumer education to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
business, research and economic development matters by January 15, 2007 and recommendations. This
amendment also proposed to authorize the joint standing committee to report out legislation on prescription drug
labeling practices to the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature.
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Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 138 directs the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation to review current
statutory requirements for prescription drug labeling, pharmacy practices in the area of prescription drug labeling
and methods used by pharmacists to inform consumers about their prescription drugs and any substitutions made
to prescriptions. The resolve requires the department to report its findings and recommendations for best
practices in the area of prescription drug labeling to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters by January 15, 2007. In addition, the
resolve authorizes the joint standing committee to report out legislation on prescription drug labeling practices to
the First Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature.

LD 1834 An Act To Accommodate Victims of Identity Theft PUBLIC 494
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GROSE OTP-AM H-759

LD 1834 proposed to require, if a security freeze is in place, a consumer reporting agency to expunge any
information in the consumer’s file that is the result of identity theft.

Committee Amendment ""A" (H-759) proposed to replace the bill. It proposed to clarify that information
contained in a consumer's credit report that is the result of identity theft is considered inaccurate information
pursuant to the Fair Credit Reporting Act and is subject to correction by the consumer reporting agency.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 494 clarifies that information contained in a consumer's credit report as a result of

identity theft is considered inaccurate information for purposes of the Fair Credit Reporting Act and is subject to
correction by the consumer reporting agency.

LD 1835 Resolve, To Ensure That Consumers Are Informed of a Debit RESOLVE 176
Card Hold at the Point of Sale

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ASH OTP-AM H-930

LD 1835 proposed to prohibit a merchant from placing a hold on the credit or funds available to a consumer using
a credit card or debit card in excess of the actual transaction amount unless the merchant reduces the hold to the
actual transaction amount within one hour of the completion of the sale. The bill proposed to establish a fine of
$250 for the first violation and $1,000 for subsequent violations.

Committee Amendment ""A" (H-930) proposed to change the bill to a resolve. It proposed to provide that
persons, firms, partnerships, associations, corporations or limited liability companies may disclose the amount of
a debit card hold in the form of a notice and also proposed to describe the forms in which the notice may be given
and it specifies the information the notice must include. This amendment also proposed to require the Department
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of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Financial Institutions to work with interested parties to
develop a consumer awareness brochure that explains debit card holds and to make the brochure available, at cost,
to financial institutions and merchants. In addition, it proposed to require the Office of the Attorney General to
report on the number of consumer complaints received regarding debit card hold practices to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters by
February 15, 2007.

Enacted law summary

Resolve 2005, chapter 176 provides that persons, firms, partnerships, associations, corporations or limited liability
companies may disclose to customers the amount of a debit card hold in the form of a notice, describes the form
and content of the notice and includes a sunset provision that repeals this portion of the resolve on December 31,
2007.

The resolve requires the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Financial Institutions to
work with interested parties to develop a consumer awareness brochure that explains debit card holds. It requires
the bureau to make the brochure available to financial institutions and merchants. In addition, this resolve
requires the Office of the Attorney General to report on the number of consumer complaints received regarding
debit card hold practices to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business,
research and economic development matters by February 15, 2007.

LD 1878 An Act To Protect Small Payroll Processors PUBLIC 500
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROBINSON OTP-AM H-787
DIAMOND

LD 1878 proposed to create the Payroll Processor Recovery Fund, to be maintained by the Finance Authority of
Maine and administered by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Consumer Credit
Regulation. This bill proposed to protect employers and assist small payroll processors by giving those payroll
processors the option of providing a $10,000 bond or letter of credit to the fund administrator, and the ability to
then use the fund in lieu of additional surety bonds or letters of credit. The bill proposed to require the Office of
Consumer Credit Regulation to provide an initial deposit into the fund and annually assess those payroll
processors that opt to participate in the fund. The bill proposed to establish annual assessments against payroll
processors using the fund that are equal to 1% of their total bond or letter of credit coverage requirement. The bill
also proposed to clarify that supervised financial organizations acting as payroll processors are subject to
regulation by the Superintendent of Financial Institutions within the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation.

Committee Amendment ""A" (H-787) proposed to add an appropriations and allocations section to the bill.
Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 500 creates the Payroll Processor Recovery Fund, to be maintained by the Finance
Authority of Maine and administered by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of

Consumer Credit Regulation. The law provides payroll processors with the option to provide a $10,000 bond or
letter of credit and the ability to use the fund in lieu of additional surety bonds or letters of credit. The law
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requires the Office of Consumer Credit Regulation to provide an initial deposit into the fund, followed by annual
assessments to those payroll processors that participate in the fund. The law establishes annual assessments to
participating payroll processors in an amount equal to 1% of their total bond or letter of credit coverage
requirement. The law clarifies that supervised financial organizations acting as payroll processors are subject to
regulation by the Superintendent of Financial Institutions within the Department of Professional and Financial
Regulation.

LD 1919 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Real Estate Appraiser PUBLIC 518
Licensing To Comply with Federal Law

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FARRINGTON OTP-AM H-810
HOBBINS

LD 1919 proposed to change the license qualifications for real estate appraiser applicants to conform to the
education, experience and examination requirements adopted by the federally recognized appraiser qualifications
board, effective January 1, 2008. Under the provisions of Title XI of the federal Financial Institutions Reform,
Recovery and Enforcement Act of 1989, the appraiser qualifications board establishes the minimum education,
experience and examination requirements for real estate appraisers to obtain a state license.

The bill proposed an increase in the number of appraisal-related classroom hours in addition to the requirement of
an associate's degree or 21 semester credit hours of specific courses identified by the appraiser qualifications
board and a bachelor's degree or 30 semester credit hours or specific courses identified by the appraiser
qualifications board for applicants applying for the certified residential and certified general license level,
respectively.

Committee Amendment ""A" (H-810) proposed to remove references to the appraisal subcommittee from the
bill and inserts correct references to the appraiser qualifications board and makes other minor technical changes.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 518 amends the laws relating to real estate appraisers to comply with the education,
experience and examination requirements adopted by the federally recognized appraiser qualifications board,
effective January 1, 2008. The law increases the education requirements for licensure and the number of
appraisal-related classroom hours. The law also requires an associate's degree or 21 semester credit hours of
specific courses identified by the appraiser qualifications board and a bachelor's degree or 30 semester credit
hours or specific courses identified by the appraiser qualifications board for applicants applying for the certified
residential and certified general license level, respectively.
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LD 1923 An Act To Maintain Standards for the Plumbing Profession PUBLIC 520
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDMONDS OTP-AM S-496

LD 1923 proposed to increase from 2,000 to 4,000 the required number of hours of work for persons who have
completed college instruction in plumbing. Current law requires 4,000 hours of work in the field of plumbing
installations for issuance of a journeyman plumber or limited plumber license to a person who is a licensed trainee
plumber, but only 2,000 hours for a person who has satisfactorily completed one academic year of instruction in
plumbing at a board-approved technical college or community college.

Committee Amendment A" (S-496) proposed to retain the 2,000 required hours of work for a person who has
completed one academic year of instruction in plumbing and adds the option of completion of a registered
Department of Labor joint apprenticeship program to satisfy the requirement for a journeyman-in-training license.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 520 amends the laws relating to the plumbing profession to allow the option of

completion of a registered Department of Labor joint apprenticeship program to satisfy the requirement for a
journeyman-in-training license.

LD 1933 An Act To Maintain Standards for Consumers of Mechanical ONTP
Services
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
EDMONDS ONTP

LD 1933 proposed to establish the Heating, Cooling and Air Distribution Board within the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation and proposed to establish the powers and duties of the board, including the
adoption of rules and standards governing the installation, alteration and repair of heating, cooling and air
distribution equipment and enforcement of those rules and standards. The bill also proposed to create a licensing
system for master, journeyman and apprentice heating, cooling and air distribution technicians.
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LD 1943 An Act Regarding Allocation of the Low-income Housing Credit POCKET VETO
by the Maine State Housing Authority

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY OTP-AM S-619
SMITH N

LD 1943 proposed to prohibit the Maine State Housing Authority from giving any preference to a bidder for
purposes of awarding a contract unless that preference is specifically authorized by law or by a rule that is
reviewed and authorized by the Legislature.

Committee Amendment ""A*" (S-619) proposed to provide that the Maine State Housing Authority may not use
selection criteria in allocating the annual state housing credit ceiling for the low-income housing credit or in
awarding funds to developers of multifamily housing that reward developers who require construction contractors
to conform with employment standards beyond those required to comply with state or federal law.

LD 1944 An Act To Implement Certain Recommendations of the PUBLIC 637
Washington County Economic Development Task Force

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RAYE OTP-AM MAJ S-597
DUGAY OTP-AM MIN S-692 ROTUNDO

LD 1944 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. The bill proposed to implement certain
recommendations of the Governor's Washington County Economic Development Task Force.

Committee Amendment A" (S-597) was the majority report of the committee. The amendment proposed to
allow the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development to establish 2 pilot Pine Tree Development
Zone projects in Washington County that would allow seasonal employees in seasonal industries based on natural
resources in Washington County to be considered full-time employees for the purposes of the Pine Tree
Development Zone laws and would waive the qualifying business requirements for the property of the former
Cutler naval computer and telecommunications station, if a for-profit business is engaged in, or will engage in,
tourism development including recreational tourism, experiential tourism, hotel development and resort facility
development. The amendment also proposed to provide a definition for "experiential tourism." It also proposed
to require the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development to report by February 15, 2008 to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters on
the progress of the 2 pilot projects, including any proposed changes to the pilot projects. It proposed to authorize
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic
development matters to report out legislation on the Washington County pilot projects to the Second Regular
Session of the 123rd Legislature. The amendment included an appropriations and allocations section that
provided funding for the Downeast Heritage Museum, the Incubator Without Walls entrepreneurial workshops,
the Sunrise County Economic Council and the Maine Technology Institute to supplement grants that are targeted
for Washington County.
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Senate Amendment A" to Committee Amendment A" (S-692) proposed to eliminate the funding for the
Downeast Heritage Museum, the Incubator Without Walls entrepreneurial workshops and the Sunrise County
Economic Council and instead proposed to appropriate one-time funds for the Washington County Development
Authority to be distributed through a request for proposal process.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 637 provides the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development with the
authority to establish 2 pilot Pine Tree Development Zone projects in Washington County and the Downeast
region. For these projects, the law allows seasonal employees in seasonal industries based on natural resources to
be considered full-time employees for the purposes of the Pine Tree Development Zone laws and waives the
qualifying business requirements for the property of the former Cutler naval computer and telecommunications
station, if a for-profit business is engaged in, or will engage in, tourism development including recreational
tourism, experiential tourism, hotel development and resort facility development. The law requires the
Commissioner of Economic and Community Development to report by February 15, 2008 to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters and the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters on the progress of the
2 pilot projects, including any proposed changes to the projects. The law authorizes the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development matters to report out
legislation on the Washington County pilot projects to the Second Regular Session of the 123rd Legislature. It
also provides one-time funds for the Washington County Development Authority to be distributed through a
request for proposal process.

LD 1955 An Act To Provide Emergency Regional Economic Development PUBLIC 650
Assistance for Brunswick Naval Air Station

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON J OTP-AM H-980

LD 1955 proposed to amend the Pine Tree Development Zone laws to provide eligibility for certain properties
within commercial, industrial or military sites with a greater than 25% loss of employed workers over a 4-year
period.

Committee Amendment A" (H-980) proposed to replace the bill. The amendment proposed to provide for the
creation of a military redevelopment zone that would allow a municipality within a labor market that contains a
military facility scheduled for closure to apply to the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development
to become a military redevelopment zone. It also proposed to provide that the total area available for designation
as a military redevelopment zone may not exceed 1,500 acres. Up to 500 acres may be available for designation
outside a military facility boundary, as long as applications are received by the commissioner by August 1, 2011.
This amendment also proposed to allow up to 1,000 acres to be reserved for property within the boundaries of the
military base, as long as applications are received between the date of the military facility's closure and 7 years
following the date of closure. This amendment also proposed to waive the labor market unemployment and wage
restrictions for businesses located in a military redevelopment zone.
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Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 650 creates a military redevelopment zone that allows a municipality within a labor
market that contains a military facility scheduled for closure to apply to the Commissioner of Economic and
Community Development to become a military redevelopment zone. The law provides that the total area
available for designation as a military redevelopment zone may not exceed 1,500 acres. The law establishes that
up to 500 acres may be available for designation outside a military facility boundary, as long as applications are
received by the commissioner by August 1, 2011 and up to 1,000 acres may be reserved for property within the
boundaries of the military base, as long as applications are received between the date of the military facility's
closure and 7 years following the date of closure. Finally, the law also waives the labor market unemployment
and wage restrictions for businesses located in a military redevelopment zone.

LD 1957 An Act To Establish the Midcoast Regional Redevelopment PUBLIC 599
Authority EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RICHARDSON J OTP-AM H-981

LD 1957 proposed to establish a redevelopment authority for Brunswick Naval Air Station.

Committee Amendment ""A™ (H-981) proposed to require that a vacancy on the Midcoast Regional
Redevelopment Authority be filled in the same manner as the original appointment for the balance of the
unexpired term. In addition, the amendment proposed to require that bonds may not be issued by the Midcoast
Regional Redevelopment Authority until the authority has received a certificate of approval from the Finance
Authority of Maine authorizing issuance of the bonds.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 599 establishes a redevelopment authority for Brunswick Naval Air Station that is
responsible for acquiring and managing the properties within the geographic boundaries of the Brunswick Naval
Air Station.

Public Law 2005, chapter 599 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 27, 2006.

LD 2047 An Act To Provide for the 2006 and 2007 Allocations of the State P&S48
Ceiling on Private Activity Bonds EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BROMLEY OTP-AM S-510
SMITH N

LD 2047 proposed to establish the allocations of the state ceiling on issuance of tax-exempt bonds for calendar
years 2006 and 2007. Under federal law, a maximum of $246,610,000 in tax-exempt bonds benefiting private
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individuals or entities may be issued in Maine each year in 2006 and 2007. This bill proposed to allocate the state
ceiling among the state-level issuers of tax-exempt bonds.

Committee Amendment A" (S-510) proposed to correct the year of an allocation to the Finance Authority of
Maine and correct the amount of the unallocated state ceiling for the year 2006.

Enacted law summary

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 48 establishes the allocations of the state ceiling on issuance of tax-exempt
bonds for calendar years 2006 and 2007. Under federal law, a maximum of $246,610,000 in tax-exempt bonds
benefiting private individuals or entities may be issued in Maine each year in 2006 and 2007. This law allocates
the state ceiling among the state-level issuers of tax-exempt bonds.

Private and Special Law 2005, chapter 48 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 7, 2006.

LD 2076 An Act Relating to Payday Loans PUBLIC 604
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-982

LD 2076 proposed to define "payday loan" and clarify that the Maine Consumer Credit Code applies to a payday
lender, wherever located, that makes a payday loan to a consumer located in this State.

Committee Amendment A" (H-982) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to provide for the
integration of the regulation of Internet-based payday lending into the Maine Consumer Credit Code. It proposed
to add a definition of "payday loan" in the definition section of the Code and amend the territorial application
provision of the Code to clarify that it applies to payday lenders, wherever located, that make payday loans to
consumers in this State.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 604 provides for the integration of the regulation of Internet-based payday lending into
the Maine Consumer Credit Code. The law includes the definition of "payday loan" in the definition section of
the Code and amends the territorial application provision of the Code to clarify that it applies to payday lenders,
wherever located, that provide payday loans to consumers in this State.

LD 2089 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Home Construction PUBLIC 619
Contracts To Increase Consumer Awareness

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-1006

LD 2089 proposed to require residential construction contractors to register with the Department of Professional
and Financial Regulation to provide consumers with access to relevant financial and business information
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regarding registered contractors and proposed to require the use of a model contract and change order contract and
proposed to establish a public complaint process that would be conducted electronically over the Internet.

Committee Amendment ""A™ (H-1006) proposed to replace the bill. This amendment proposed to require that
home construction contracts for more than $3,000 include as an addendum consumer protection information on
home construction and repair as it is provided on the Attorney General's publicly accessible website, as well as a
clear and conspicuous notice that states consumers are strongly advised to visit the Attorney General's publicly
accessible website to gather information on how to enforce their rights when constructing or repairing their home.

This amendment also proposed to require the Attorney General and the Criminal Law Advisory Commission to
review provisions in the Maine Criminal Code that are available to prosecute home building and improvement
contractors that engage in deceptive and fraudulent business practices and determine whether any changes in the
criminal code are appropriate. It also provides that any proposed changes to the code be submitted to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic development
matters as well as the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and
public safety matters by February 1, 2007.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 619 requires home construction contracts to include as an addendum consumer
protection information on home construction and repair as it is provided on the Attorney General's publicly
accessible website as well as a clear and conspicuous notice that states consumers are strongly advised to visit the
Attorney General's publicly accessible website to gather information on how to enforce their rights when
constructing or repairing their home. The law requires the Attorney General and the Criminal Law Advisory
Commission to review provisions in the Maine Criminal Code that are available to prosecute home building and
improvement contractors that engage in deceptive and fraudulent business practices and determine whether any
changes in the criminal code are appropriate. The law requires that proposed changes to the code be submitted to
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over business, research and economic
development matters as well as the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal
justice and public safety matters by February 1, 2007.

LD 2091 An Act To Make Changes to the Laws Regarding Pine Tree PUBLIC 669
Development Zones

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DRISCOLL OTP-AM MAJ H-1026
ONTP MIN H-1065 DRISCOLL

LD 2091 proposed to allow the designation of a Pine Tree Development Zone on any industrial site that has
sustained a minimum loss of 500 workers during the prior 5 years.

Committee Amendment A" (H-1026) proposed to require that applications for a waiver of the Pine Tree
Development Zone wage and unemployment requirements for property contained within an industrial site that has
sustained a minimum loss of 500 workers be received by August 1, 2010.

House Amendment A" to Committee Amendment ""A" (H-1065) proposed to provide that only a qualified
business with a base level of employment equal to zero is eligible to receive Pine Tree Development Zone
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benefits under the provisions of the laws governing Pine Tree Development Zones that determine eligibility of
property based on a recent loss of population or jobs.

Enacted law summary

Public Law 2005, chapter 669 establishes a waiver of the Pine Tree Development Zone labor market
unemployment rate and wage requirements for property that is contained within an industrial site that has
sustained a minimum loss of 500 employed workers during the 5-year period preceding the time of application for
Pine Tree Development Zone benefits. The law requires that qualified businesses have a base level of
employment equal to zero in order to be eligible for these benefits. In addition, the law requires that applications
for a waiver under this section be received by August 1, 2010.

LD 2099 Resolve, To Provide Assistance to Heating Fuel Customers Who ONTP
Enter into Prepaid Contracts That Are Not Honored

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARRACHE ONTP
GAGNON

LD 2099 was a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This resolve proposed to provide a one-time means of
financial assistance to customers who enter into prepaid heating fuel contracts that are not honored by the heating
fuel supplier.

LD 2101 An Act Regarding Prepaid Contracts for Heating Fuel PUBLIC 632
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CANAVAN OTP-AM H-1025
GAGNON

LD 2101, which was based on legislation introduced in Vermont, proposed to establish requirements for prepaid
contracts for home heating oil, kerosene or liquefied petroleum gas. The bill proposed to prohibit a home heating
oil, kerosene or liquefied petroleum gas dealer from entering into a prepaid contract to provide home heating oil,
kerosene or liquefied petroleum gas with a consumer unless that dealer has obtained futures contracts, a surety
bond or a letter of credit.

Committee Amendment ""A*" (H-1025) proposed to make a technical correction to the bill to provide a
consistent reference to the type of security required for prepaid contracts.

Enacted law summary
Public Law 2005, chapter 632 establishes requirements for prepaid contracts for home heating oil, kerosene or
liquefied petroleum gas. The law prohibits home heating oil, kerosene or liquefied petroleum gas dealers from

entering into prepaid contracts to provide home heating oil, kerosene or liquefied petroleum gas to consumers
unless the dealer has obtained futures contracts, a surety bond or a letter of credit.
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SP 0847 ORDERED, the House concurring, that the Joint Select Committee PASSED
on Research, Economic Development and the Innovation Economy
is established as follows:

Amendments Adopted
S-624

Sponsor(s) ‘ Committee Report

Senate Paper, SP 847, was read and passed by the Legislature, as amended by Senate Amendment "A" (S-624), on
April 26, 2006. This paper established the Joint Select Committee on Research, Economic Development and the
Innovation Economy. The purpose of the Joint Select Committee is to prepare recommendations to expand
research and economic development opportunities in the State.
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