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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1181 

H.P. 837 House of Representatives, April 1, 1985 

Reported by Representative McHenry from the Committee on Local and 
County Government. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed. Approved 
by the Legislative Council on May 25, 1983. 

EDWIN H. PERT, Clerk 

Reported from the Joint Standing Committee on Local and County 
Government under Joint Rule 19. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE 

AN ACT to Strengthen State-local Cooperation 
through Regional Councils. 

20 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
21 follows: 

22 Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §3305, sub-§l, ~D, as amended by 
23 PL 1973, c. 788, §25, is further amended to read: 

24 D. Upon request provide technical assistance to 
25 local and regional planning groups in the fields 
26 of planning, public housing and urban renewal. 
27 The State Planning Office may assist in forming 
28 regional planning commissions and councils of 
29 governments and may assist with financing the 
30 cost of operation of such regional planning com-
31 missions established under Title 30, efia~~e~ ~39i 
32 s~~efia~~e~ ~-A chapter 204-A, subchapter III, and 
33 of councils of governments empowered under Title 
34 30, see~~efi ~983i s~~see~~efi 3 chapter 204-A, 
35 subchapter II. Participation shall be limited to 
36 half of the nonfederal share of a federally as-
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sisted project or 1/3 of a nonfederally assisted 
planning operation~~ 

Sec. 2. 
PL 1967, c. 

5 MRSA §330S, sub-§l, ~E, as enacted 
533, §1, is amended to read: 

by 

E. Participate with other states or subdivisions 
thereof in interstate planning, and assist 
cities, towns, municipal corporations and region­
al ~ia~~~~~ eeMM~ss~e~s councils to participate 
with other states or their subdivisions in plan­
ning~~ 

Sec. 3. 
1977, c. 2, 

14 MRSA §8102, sub-§3, as enacted by 
§2, is amended to read: 

PL 

13 3. Political subdivision. "Political subdivi-
14 sion" means any city, town, plantation, county, ad-
15 ministrative entity or instrumentality created pursu-
16 ant to Title 30, chapters 203, ~94 and ~39 204-A, 
17 quasi-municipal corporation and special purpose--aIS-
18 trict, including, but not limited to, any water dis-
19 trict, sanitary district, hospital district and 
20 school district of any type. 

21 Sec. 4. 30 MRSA c. 204, as amended, is repealed. 

22 Sec. 5. 30 MRSA c. 204-A is enacted to read: 

23 CHAPTER 204-A 

24 REGIONAL COUNCILS 

25 SUBCHAPTER I 

26 §1991. Declaration of policy 

27 The Legislature recognizes that a high level of 
28 cooperation and understanding between the State and 
29 its local governments is necessary to achieve common 
30 public goals and that coordination through regional 
31 councils is a way to achieve improved state and local 
32 cooperation. The Legislature further recognizes that 
33 regional councils are uniquely qualified to assist in 
34 the development of technical capacities of local gov-
35 ernments; to develop regional policies, services and 
36 solutions to meet local needs; and to serve as a vi-
37 tal link between local governments and the State. 
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1 These funds shall be dis-
2 tributed by the State 
3 Planning Office to re-
4 gional councils in the 
5 same manner as current 
6 appropriations are dis-
7 tributed, except as pro-
8 vided in section 1996-B. 

9 STATEMENT OF FACT 

10 This bill will: 

11 1. Combine 2 enabling statutes :i.nto the Maine 
12 Revised Statutes, Title 30, chapter 204-A, entitled 
13 "Regional Councils;" 

14 2. Designate the State Planning Office as the 
15 lead agency to coordinate between the state and re-
16 gional councils; 

17 3. Give the Director of the State Planning Of-
18 fice authority to adopt rules to create standardized 
19 contracts, administrative and audit requirements for 
20 regional councils; 

21 4. Require that regional planning commissions 
22 must be composed of at least 50% elected officials in 
23 order to qualify for state funding; and 

24 5. Appropriate $500,000 annually in additional 
25 dollars from the General Fund to support regional 
26 council tasks. 

27 2628030885 
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