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Senator Benner, Representative Tucker and distinguished members 
of the Environment and Natural Resource Committee. I am Patrick 
Strauch from Exeter, Maine, and the Executive Director of the 
Maine Forest Products Council (MFPC).  

I am here representing Maine’s forest product manufacturers who to-
gether with the logging and landowner sectors represent more than 
$8 billion in economic contribution to the state’s economy, and more 
than 33,000 direct and indirect jobs.  

We are supportive of revisions to the Maine Uncontrolled Hazardous 
Substances Sites law1 to reflect more accurately the provisions in the 
federal CERCLA or Superfund Law2 and enable the Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP) to take action on contami-
nated sites. 

However, the language in LD 780 creates authority for the DEP that 
exceeds CERCLA provisions.  

Including the terms “pollutant or contaminant” in the definition of 
hazardous substances, but not the reciprocal limitations on this des-
ignation in the CERCLA law greatly expands the authority of the 
DEP. Under CERCLA, EPA can expend its OWN money to clean 
up sites designated with pollutants and contaminants but CANNOT 
recover costs or issue orders to private parties as allowed under the 
hazardous substances designation.  

                                                
1 Uncontrolled Hazardous Substance Site Law, 38 M.R.S §§1361-1371 
2 42 U.S. Code Chapter 103, Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Lia-
bility Act (CERCLA or Superfund) 


