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STATE OF MAINE 

_____ 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 

TWO THOUSAND AND ELEVEN 

_____ 

JOINT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE 

UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND THE UNITED 

STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE REGARDING 

STATES' RIGHTS IN FUTURE INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE POLICY 

WE, your Memorialists, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Legislature of 

the State of Maine now assembled in the First Regular Session, most respectfully present and 

petition the President of the United States, the United States Congress and the United States 

Trade Representative as follows: 

WHEREAS, Maine strongly supports international trade when fair rules of trade are in place 

and seeks to be an active participant in the global economy; and 

WHEREAS, Maine seeks to maximize the benefits and minimize any negative effects of 

international trade; and 

WHEREAS, existing trade agreements have effects that extend significantly beyond the 

bounds of traditional trade matters, such as tariffs and quotas, and that can undermine Maine's 

constitutionally guaranteed authority to protect the public health, safety and welfare and its 

regulatory authority; and 

WHEREAS, a succession of federal trade negotiators from both political parties over the 

years has failed to operate in a transparent manner and has failed to meaningfully consult with 

states on the far-reaching effect of trade agreements on state and local laws, even when obligating 

the states to the terms of these agreements; and 

WHEREAS, the current process of consultation with states by the Federal Government on 

trade policy fails to provide a way for states to meaningfully participate in the development of 

trade policy, despite the fact that trade rules could undermine state sovereignty; and 

WHEREAS, under current trade rules, states have not had channels for meaningful 

communication with the United States Trade Representative, as both the Intergovernmental 

Policy Advisory Committee on Trade and the state point of contact system have proven 

insufficient to allow input from states and states do not always seem to be considered as a partner 

in government; and 

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, the United States Trade Representative and 

the Maine Congressional Delegation will have a role in shaping future trade policy legislation; 

now, therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that future 

trade policy include reforms to improve the process of consultation between the Federal 

Government and the states; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that the 

President of the United States, the United States Congress and the United States Trade 

Representative seek a meaningful consultation system that increases transparency, promotes 

information sharing, allows for timely and frequent consultations, provides state-level trade data 

analysis, provides legal analysis for states on the effect of trade on state laws, increases public 

participation and acknowledges and respects each state's sovereignty; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that the Federal 

Government reform the system of consultation with states on trade policy to more clearly 

communicate and allow for states' input into trade negotiations by allowing a state to give 

informed consent or to opt out if bound by nontariff provisions in a trade agreement and by 

providing that states are not bound to these provisions without consent from the states' 

legislatures; to form a new nonpartisan federal-state international trade policy commission to 

keep states informed about ongoing negotiations and information; and to provide that the United 

States Trade Representative communicate with states in better ways than the insufficient current 

state point of contact system; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that state laws 

that are subject to trade agreement provisions regarding investment, procurement or services be 

covered by a positive list approach, allowing states to set and adjust their commitments and 

providing that if a state law is not specified by a state as subject to those provisions, it cannot be 

challenged by a foreign company or country as an unfair barrier to trade; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That We, your Memorialists, respectfully urge and request that the United 

States Congress fund a center on trade and federalism to conduct legal and economic policy 

analysis on the effect of trade and to monitor the effectiveness of trade adjustment assistance and 

establish funding for the Department of Commerce to produce state-level service sector export 

data on an annual basis, as well as reinstate funding for the Bureau of Economic Analysis's state-

level foreign direct investment research, both of which are critical to state trade offices and policy 

makers in setting priorities for market selection and economic impact studies; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That suitable copies of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary 

of State, be transmitted to the Honorable Barack H. Obama, President of the United States, to the 

President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the United States House of 

Representatives, to the United States Trade Representative Ambassador Ron Kirk and to each 

Member of the Maine Congressional Delegation. 

 


