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STATE OF MAINE 

_____ 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 

TWO THOUSAND AND ELEVEN 

_____ 

H.P. 1004 - L.D. 1365 

An Act Regarding Protection Orders 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  19-A MRSA §4012, sub-§11 is enacted to read: 

11.  Service of protection from abuse order.  Every municipal, county and state law 

enforcement agency shall adopt a written policy on the service of protection from abuse 

orders that directs that every order issued under this chapter is served on the subject of the 

order as quickly as possible.  Service of a protection from abuse order that is not in 

compliance with a policy adopted under this subsection does not affect the validity of the 

service or the order. 

Sec. 2.  25 MRSA §2803-B, sub-§1, ¶D, as amended by PL 2003, c. 361, §1, is 
further amended to read: 

D.  Domestic violence, which must include, at a minimum, the following: 

(1)  A process to ensure that a victim receives notification of the defendant's 

release from jail; 

(2)  A process for the collection of information regarding the defendant that 

includes the defendant's previous history, the parties' relationship, the name of the 

victim and a process to relay this information to a bail commissioner before a bail 

determination is made; and 

(3)  A process for the safe retrieval of personal property belonging to the victim 

or the defendant that includes identification of a possible neutral location for 

retrieval, the presence of at least one law enforcement officer during the retrieval 

and giving the victim the option of at least 24 hours notice to each party prior to 

the retrieval; and 

(4)  Standard procedures to ensure that protection from abuse orders issued under 

Title 19-A, section 4006 or 4007 are served on the defendant as quickly as 

possible; 

Sec. 3.  25 MRSA §2803-B, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 2009, c. 652, 

Pt. A, §37, is amended to read: 
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2.  Minimum policy standards.  The board shall establish minimum standards for 

each law enforcement policy no later than June 1, 1995, except that policies for expanded 

requirements for domestic violence under subsection 1, paragraph D, subparagraphs (1) 

to (3) (4) must be established no later than January 1, 2003 2012; policies for death 

investigations under subsection 1, paragraph I must be established no later than January 

1, 2004; policies for public notification regarding persons in the community required to 

register under Title 34-A, chapter 15 under subsection 1, paragraph J must be established 

no later than January 1, 2006; policies for the recording and preservation of interviews of 

suspects in serious crimes under subsection 1, paragraph K must be established no later 

than January 1, 2005; policies for the expanded use of physical force, including the use of 

electronic weapons and less-than-lethal munitions under subsection 1, paragraph A, must 

be established no later than January 1, 2010; and policies for mental illness and the 

process for involuntary commitment under subsection 1, paragraph L must be established 
no later than January 1, 2010. 

Sec. 4.  25 MRSA §2803-B, sub-§3, as repealed and replaced by PL 2009, c. 652, 

Pt. A, §38, is amended to read: 

3.  Agency compliance.  The chief administrative officer of each law enforcement 

agency shall certify to the board no later than January 1, 1996 that the agency has adopted 

written policies consistent with the minimum standards established by the board pursuant 

to subsection 2, except that certification to the board for expanded policies for domestic 

violence under subsection 1, paragraph D, subparagraphs (1) to (3) (4) must be made to 

the board no later than June 1, 2003 2012; certification to the board for adoption of a 

death investigation policy under subsection 1, paragraph I must be made to the board no 

later than June 1, 2004; certification to the board for adoption of a public notification 

policy under subsection 1, paragraph J must be made to the board no later than June 1, 

2006; certification to the board for adoption of a policy for the recording and preservation 

of interviews of suspects in serious crimes under subsection 1, paragraph K must be made 

to the board no later than June 1, 2005; certification to the board for adoption of an 

expanded use of physical force policy under subsection 1, paragraph A must be made to 

the board no later than June 1, 2010; and certification to the board for adoption of a 

policy regarding mental illness and the process for involuntary commitment under 

subsection 1, paragraph L must be made to the board no later than June 1, 2010.  The 

certification must be accompanied by copies of the agency policies.  The chief 

administrative officer of each agency shall certify to the board no later than June 1, 1996 

that the agency has provided orientation and training for its members with respect to the 

policies, except that certification for orientation and training with respect to expanded 

policies for domestic violence under subsection 1, paragraph D, subparagraphs (1) and (3) 

must be made to the board no later than January 1, 2004; certification for orientation and 

training with respect to policies regarding death investigations under subsection 1, 

paragraph I must be made to the board no later than January 1, 2005; certification for 

orientation and training with respect to policies regarding public notification under 

subsection 1, paragraph J must be made to the board no later than January 1, 2007; 

certification for orientation and training with respect to policies regarding the recording 

and preservation of interviews of suspects in serious crimes under subsection 1, 

paragraph K must be made to the board no later than January 1, 2006; certification for 

orientation and training with respect to policies regarding expanded use of physical force 
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under subsection 1, paragraph A must be made to the board no later than January 1, 2011; 

and certification for orientation and training with respect to policies regarding mental 

illness and the process for involuntary commitment under subsection 1, paragraph L must 
be made to the board no later than January 1, 2011. 



 

 Page 4 - 125LR0045(03)-1 

 

 

In House of Representatives,  2011 

Read twice and passed to be enacted. 

 Speaker 

 

In Senate,  2011 

Read twice and passed to be enacted. 

 President 

 

Approved  2011 

 Governor 

 


