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L.D. 746
Date: (Filing No. H- )

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
125TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE AMENDMENT “  ” to H.P. 553, L.D. 746, Bill, “An Act Regarding the
Consent of Minors for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Aid”

Amend the bill in section 1 in 81502 by striking out all of subsection 5 and inserting
the following:

'5. Determined at risk of harm. The minor is determined to be at risk of harm or
maltreatment, including loss of access to treatment, if a legal guardian were to be
notified. The determination must be made by the following:

A. A licensed professional trained in the treatment of mental health or substance
abuse problems;

B. A quidance counselor;

C. A court-appointed special advocate or quardian ad litem appointed for the minor;

D. A clergy member; or

E. A family or domestic violence victim advocate.

The person making the determination shall refer the legal quardian to the department for
investigation of possible abuse or neglect as is required in section 4011-A.'

SUMMARY

This amendment broadens the categories of people who may make the determination
that notifying the legal guardian creates a risk to the minor of harm or maltreatment. The
added categories are guidance counselors, court-appointed special advocates or guardians
ad litem appointed for the minor, clergy and family or domestic violence victim
advocates. All of the additional categories are already included as mandated reporters of
suspected child abuse and neglect.

SPONSORED BY:
(Representative CHASE)
TOWN: Wells
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